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L July 22, 1947 R

: “Tor Ydwnrd T, Gignow . . S ' )

: Aueiatmtt (‘om ahim Counssl L ' .

o . ) Subjectt Demoliticn oficitywnmed ~. . . iT.

e T ?m::s Vfarrén }IcDo".nld : . luilding at 15 Daiforth'Ste and =~ % ...

Lo . { - - laapocbor or Bu:Ll.d ngs - talntehance of rataining wa.ll nﬁ T

v U : W " the rear’ RO Lo ,rf_{‘-ﬂ_‘: L

oo T . Noar that. contrac.,or Charlua L. Dennison has completetl tha dlimolition o z
“ ., , of the building, this memo is to cloar our rocord and reke sure that thers .- - ° -

%] * 1g nob pozo mismndorstanding ax to vhat i to ba done -about protecticn at’- B

Eer thu public sideualk lim a.nd with mgnrﬂ " U‘u reta.’ming uall. in {np '-agr
Gur ina;:uct-or reporta Lhat. 8 t.mnporary a.nd not. very’ Yeiiout ‘cmricada - LI )
hao been oracted along the dnside cdge of public sidewalk, sinco the coliar .| - .

5 s T
.
il

A

g“ . has not bum.conplotely £4lled Up to the grade of the sldewalk (this’ applies ‘il

S ";ﬂ ;- also to the-Job bt 13 Danforth Stroet), and it is underatood thal I‘Ll.n&:natar!al

B s o+ da.to be procured as mon ue posoible ant’u tho cal‘laru ri]lod up to grada—t-heh

% 2%, v the harricadoatoba movad. oL v . T Faa St ety

b Ty :ht: last time T talked aith ;rou a.lmt. tho ro’on.inmg wnll in the ruar, . "; Sta
- TR my rocolloction that you or Kr. Meore wore Lo ask the Cily Engineer to™ - .77

£

e il
L

. .have_tho strongth of tro wall invostizated—thuo to deteriine what-is needsd ..o
- _ .to make it pammcntly gafe, Wrily 1% is clear frm your maoTandun 'of Juze S
" 26°that the city s only resposuibie for lateral sipport of! thie:land of otharu{ .

"in the rear e it was in ite nelural condition, I prosume the eity would not.o' " - .
."vant any part of t.hia land to al..do o'.rer onto the city-cwnod land a Danl‘orth e e 1{

: ) strﬂebn ) . “,- " *1 . A ! N h, “ “, - i

. Anyway in, e\rnnt. t.h:lr. retaintng wall should overi.um or bmak, thnm R
L would be a vory fine edgireoring point to detorning vhat part of the bamle .- "7/ 7
cauued the bruakage or failures .In gy judpment it would be: immnaiblo to o ~f R
B pm:a that il ‘wes the filling material above the patursl grade of t.hu ground Dol

on t.hc ad,iuining Izmd tha.. cm.wcd tho trouble. L ) S r;‘“i‘ ?

- R o S ,‘a v T P e -n.’-kﬁ:,,f:

T - It.xis Hy boliaf t.hat t.he rotad ning mll is not nearly stron[; qnoug;h .
» Lo punmnwtl;r support this bank; end X doubt if there-iu eny <drainage arranga- ,;,‘,
* mentibo, ro]iova any. wator that may accurmlste behind the walle It sowmo - © },‘-‘

_nocossary '%é ko to make the wall permmanently safe and tiy to make roasonable ' "o

g “arranfeconts with the cwner of the lend-in the roar to bem.a praporbionn‘oo i

e part.of the coste Cortednly, this mtter a].‘L ought to bu clnzu‘cd up bofom

N '-:inht,r woa.t.hor oor0g again. ~ . ) RS .

- T —eE L e

_= - - .

EE . . a oo D L sk “

.., inopecter of Bulldings ., . .- R jon

- (] i (:_ N '
. . . ; ) :j'_,j
- .o 3 ~ '{:ii )
Gw Lusturb Ha.llncl oo SN
. Purchasing Ageny -, . P
. . i at . s . LT e ;

- . . . -
-y - - I
o 3 [
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CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE R E C F IVE (D]
Convonatox Counstl JuN 5 l%“

Gl Gr 3 )G, INSP,
CiTY OF JRTLAND

To: Warren McDonald, Inspector of bulldings Dare: June 26, 1947
Froat: bdward T. Glgnoux, Assistanl Corporation Counsel

Sunsuee City's 1iebitity in conneciion with maintenance of retaining
wull at resr of City-owned building being demolished at
15 Dunforth Street

Referring to your mecorandum of June 18, 1947 and attached
copy of your memorandun of June 2, 1947 to Mr. Wallace concerning
the situation ot 15 Danforth Street, I bave this morning talked with
Mr. Denaison, the contractor, and inspected the property personally.

My understanding of the sltuation is as followss Tne reéar
foundation and wall of the puilding being demolished act as a re-
taining wall to support the rear yard of the premisas, #30 Plensant
otreet, The surface of the gramnd of this rear yard is approximately
12 feet above the cellar floor of the building being demolished.
of tnis 12 feet, spproximately 8 feet is being supporied by a ste
foundation of unknowm thickness end the top 4 feet is being sup:orted
by a brick wall 1 foot thick. It is evident that, if this foundstion
and brick wall are removed, the rear yurd of the Pleasant atreet pre-
miges will be let down onto the Uity's proporhy. Mr. Dennison states,
however, that it is hig intention to leave the 8 foot stone wall as
3t nov i§, remeving only the bricks which can be sold by hir.

The liability of the City for the support of iae Pleasant
Street property is a8 follows: The owner of the premises at 30
Pleasant Street has the right to lateral gupport of his land in
its natural condition. Apparently, when the City-owmed building
was originelly buill, the owner excavated congiderably below the
nornal ground level and constructed the stone foundetion wall for
the purposa of supperting the adjoining premises. Yhe Civy is,
therafore, definitely under an obligation to take such steps In
demolishing this building as +y ensure continued luteral support
of the sdjoining premiges in their natural condition.

On the other hard, the rignt to lateral support of the
ovner of the Plemsant street property does not extend to any
improvenents or agditions to the land ¢n ite matursl condition
and the Uity would not be liable for damage ceused to his lend
by the removal of support for any additions to, or fill upon,
the Plengant Street property.



Warren MoDonald Page 2 June 26, 1947

After looking at the situation of the ground, it would appear
that the original grownd level more or lese approximated the top of
the stone well and thab the earth ebove that point, which is now
being supported by the brick retaining well, was filled inat a
gubsequent date, Thers is no obligetion upon the Uity to provide
support for this £111, beyornd the Gity's duty to use reaschable
care in demolishing the retaining well and to notify the adjoining
ovner in time so aB to give him an opportunity to take such stepe
as are necessary to protect his premises against those damages which
cennot be wholly averted by the axercise of reasonable care in the
demolition of the well.

In conclusion them, it is my opinion that the Uity should
notify the owner of the premises at 30 Pleasant Street of the
proposed removal of the brick wall end give him a reasonable time
in vhich to protect the £i11 in his rear yard from telling off into
the bagsement of the building. As to the stone wall, it would seem ;
that the Uity must leave this and take such furiner Steps as necessary .
to epsure that the land in its original natural state will not be
injured.

JUN 26 1941

GepT, i LU'Ge INSP.
Gty OF YOPT

Edward T. Gignoux
Acsistunt Corporation Counsel

ETG:M 1

SEL

ccs' Lagter F. Walloce
. ‘y‘/Plurcha.aing Agent

D yuat



HEIT :Wt‘.ﬁf—mqrrn*g:—w 5.
;e

(1

SR
T

R

%

“ ryr——
PR A G RN
g,

-

n
-
»

e vl
¥

Tl

ViR
S
s
.
2

June 18, 1947

TR ]
.

u, L - . n

%‘f(, To: Bdward T. Glgnoux

e Asaistunt Corporntion Counsel Subjectt Maintaining of retaining rall
g;f R ) at rear of ety ornud build.lnp ub 18
i : + From: Warron MeDonald Lanforth Street

W Insptr. of DBligs. "

Controotor Cherlss L. Dormison of 183 Cxford Street, who ia dauvlishiﬁg

1the eity owned building, cane 1n this mming to 1nqu1ru what hn 1s3.to. E.o uhout

P
\

this rutalning wall, T .

t
* M‘tar raforriug {o my lottcr to the Purc.mﬂng Agent 'of J’uns 2 {ciipy

to you) I phonod Mr, 'ﬁallr.ce .ho suid that he hud talked with ¥r, Shur woms bime

ago who sald that the nattér wes bolng taken carc of cond ¥r, %allace nesd do

’
.

nothins about 1t.

' 1 -

I suppose any :lnatructiuns to the contmc tor shauld be given by ur.
%allace, but the contractor natually ceme in hore’ o I.‘lhd out becauso I jssupd .
the pamit to dﬁmulish. Ba probably has reached tho point vhers he has nothing

more 1o 4o than do 0lish the oullding at 15 Danforth Stroet, the other one .

1

having basn demolished, and hr undeﬂtanda that it 19 unoafe from evory stend~

point to domotish ary major part of the bullding ex D3 mn"orth Btrnet until ’

‘auma urrungcmntu bave beon made about the rotaining \'all. . -

e o & - T

-

s
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June 2, 1947

¥
Tos Lostar F. =allace Subjects Spocinl problem in connecllon with dazoli-
Purchas:nz hgunt tion of city-oimod buildisg now belng dezolirhed
. nt 15 Nanforth Streete~reply Lo your mescrandiua
Froms ¥erren Melsaald of Hay 27

'Lunsstre of 3ldes,

Aside fru. the uswil pecessity of providing stowt barriesces of such charastar
Lhal prlestrians on the public sidewalk would not have their clothing or percons i
duenzed thereby, to bo provided along the public sidowsi¥ in fromt of the cellars of
*inooe Willdlips unlers or until the cellar depressions are £1110d up spproxirately
lovol with tha nublic sidewnlk, thers is a speclal probiea at the reer of §'as bullding
at 15 Danforth: &iroet which promises to be truabloscze and pernsps sonawhal coatly, da-
“pending ujon the :isbility of the cily. .

¢ L]

. ‘The resr foy laticn and underpinning wmll of the bullding ab 15 Danforth Street
* acts as o rotain_ng wall to support the rer yurd of the habitatien baeling up to she
fenforth Sircet lot and auzbered on the buiiding 30 Pleasant Stircot. The surface of

_ the ground of this roar yurd is porhaps 1N or uwore slove the eollsr floor of ihe builde ©
. 4ng at 15 Danforth Sticeb now being decolithed. Chviously, tho moight of the bullding

. no ‘buing, detolished andt the bracing offect of its floors is an important tactor, and
has been through the yesrs, in keaping this'retaining wall atable,

Wiile the true nature and thickness of the wall connot be determined, the upper

"gert, abuvo the surfece of the ground on the sides of tio butlaing Lo bo demolished ap-
pearc to be 129 .thick of brick. It aprears likaly that the wall 19 of ctone below Lhat
point and probobly gobe thicker as it approaches the botton of “he wall., The wall vith
o retajning height of 12!, even if in sound conditden, ouzht. tc have ab the level of tho
growt on the low side of the wll a thicmess of no lens than 41 &% If the tuilding
should be rewovad and rothing dont Lo the wall, it is 1ikely that the-wall would collapas
i, tin first heavy rain after the building waus desolishoed or batore that tine, lotbtling
zore or less of he roar yard of the buildihg on Ploasant Strevt down onte oily properbye

It is sugposted that tte Corporation feunsel bo requested Lo look inte the sitp!s
repponsibility with renerd to this woll end Lho supporting oft @ earth on tae lot in
the roer, and that tho- plens of the clty be 1aid accordingly. I zay be that the oily
has no rasponsibility, but corteinly the owners at 20 Fleasant Strect sheuld be notified
and varmed, Possibly holi the eity ond the owner at 30 Measant. Streek heye joint roe
aponaibility tovard the pituetion, and sone agreczent enn bo roached botweon the two 6o
that a 7srcanently antisfactory condition may be ustablishod. :

" 1 have talked with mor contractor who is dewolithing tho bullding. Bo genas to -
underbtand the atteation, his own liability snd rossibie nazard to his men thould tho

Y puilding st 15 Danforth Strest be dozolished to sueh an axtent as to wnken the wall.

"1 told him that it hardly ssemo safe Lo rcoovo ooy of the flcora of the builling ot
15 Danforth Strest until thie satter wna artjusted, and warned bis of hrcard to hie zon

- ghould thoy by warking within striking dletence of this woll. He mggosted that ke would
. noh ba held up in 1o work beccuss he could go leo wak on the bullding at 13 Denforth

Street firsi, if necososrys

W:ueD/8

: Inspuctor of Sulldings

0t Ly=an “H. Moore, City Hanagnr
¥iward T. Gignoxx, Assiptant Corporation {runool
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5 ¢ CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

E V PUHCILABING DEPANTVENT

To: Worron McDonald, Bldg.- Inspector pare: May 27, Lgh?7
¥rom: Lester F. Wallace, purchasing Agent 7

‘gunssers  Domolition of Bulldings -.13 & 15 Danforth Street.

As yoﬁ know, the City Council ordered the demolition -
of, the bulldings at 13-15 Danfortn Street, and in accordance
with that order, I called for bids. -

: Gontract“for the demolition has been awarded %o
Charles L. Dennison, 182 Oxford gtreet, Portland, He.

o Tt hes been reported, to me that there 18 the ~
possibility of a dangerous sltwatlon developing on these o
premises after the buildings are torn down due to a sheep T

“@rop in the land, as I underatand 1%,

: It has been suggested that for the cityia protectlon
a fence should be bullt to prevent any accident which might

I am not clear as to Just what depértmént may be
rasponsible for providing such protection, But Mr. May of the
FPubl'ec Worka Dept. did not feel it was hie regponslbility.

: Ag the contractor will be atartiné demolition 1in ths
immediate future, I felt this matter should be called to your
attention Tor whatever action, if any, may be necessary. :

s i
Lester F. Wallace * : T
- *w‘ﬂPurghaaing Aggnt‘ :
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May 23, 1O47

-

Mr. charlee L. Dennison,
182 Oxford Street,
Portland, Masine

- Dear S};‘: o

R Your proposal of April. 28, 1947, %o demollsah two
. bulldings at 13 and 15 Danforth g treet and remove all ma-~

e i i i mndan o 2

.- 7J|) I teriel from the lots, 11 socordance with specifications
SPICE R B ‘contained in proposal, and your further agreement to i1l
ot in cellal excavations-to grade 1evel, all for the sua of
e e * . wo hundred dollnrs ($200,00) 1s hereby accepted. N
Al - R B It is undafstobd thattthe woTk will be begun l
. Sl at onca ‘and will be ocarried on without unnecessary delay. i
s 73 _ ..+ payment is to be made on satisfactory completion of the
Ll e % . + underteking. - ’ . -
SRR ) - Yours very truly, '}
e \
' % N Lester F, Wallace, 3
' Purchasing Agent !
‘ i
' LEW/ W i
; ;
o R P.S. Please dellver 11gbility insurance policy to this office zﬂ/
7 : ' before commencing work. Y
PR - :‘ i c‘
‘AJ LIF"q' “
:“ i
- 2 e |
S Dol (RECEWED N
".") - N . - - , ’i
I MAY 3 13347 "i
S : CEVTL OF BDS WSP ¢ |
Z : . oy oF P Tl g ‘E
_ | ) | ﬁ‘
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~ " APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 03138 ikl )
Cnm af Buildiug or Type of Steeture UMD e e e Ay =6 *".‘ ]

r

Portland, Maine, Mg 27, L94T - - - - -

[
b --A-_,.

)

- Ta Hm l\SPh(,l‘OR OF BUILDINGS, rORTLANY, XARE

o The umlcmgm:l ereby epplies for o’ permil lo ammrxpmrdemahsh ixatnl the following banlding strli¥li FWW
. in accordance with the Leaws of the Slate of Muaine, the Building Cede and Zotting Ordinance of the City of Portlord, plans ani
spcctﬁa:!wus, i any, submtitted herewith and the follgwing spectficaiions:

Location _-15 Dsnforth Street e vre s Within Fire Limits? —yef.... Dis:. No....1
me:r name and address .85ty of Fortlmd o e e — Telephone. memm s i
Lcssee s naime and B[ F U ——— - . . Telephone.— . wwmen -
Contractor's name and address .Cherles T, Dennison,. ¥ Oxford Street... e Telephone v ——smm s -
Architect . Specificationg. o — Plans e _..No of sheets .._,__..n.
Proposed se 0f DUFKNG e sommmmm woe oveo =0 mwncme S ST No, families ceaen
Last us s o Dl ng BOUAE. . - e e e o No. families - 2 o

. l\!atenal_..l‘&?_@.__wl\o stories 2% . Heat .. .  -Styleof 00F e e e i ROOFNG s e

" Other bulldmgs on 5ame 100 e DO E e ST
Estimated €08t $ o o Fee $..- 100 e oo

1 [

General Deecxiption of New Work

. To demlish 2l; story uwelling 25" x 407
Do you mgree to tightly and perma ertlr cloas all sewers or drains commecting wivh publin
or pritate sowery from this pultding or structure i) be domolisted, unier the super-
vipion and to the approval of the Devartment of Public Works Department? Yes

Fo- ' -
: . ;
s

T " It't5 understood that 1.5¢ permil does nol nchide snstallation ef fealing appaiatus ~iielt 15 fo be laken out sepurately vy and in
T :he nanie of ke heating conlraclor.
A Details of New Work
g‘ Gl ls :my plumbmg, s involved in lhls WOTKT s oo o e« 15 01y electrical work involved in this work? . - crnien
fj L Htaght average grade 1o top of Pl wene o o s corricm Height average grade to highest point of r00f wem s e
gt -, Size, frottie e depth e N0 StOTIES mnnn wonsolitd OF filled land P earth o7 rock? e wiee e
!, ) Material ofL[oundati‘on Thickness, 10} v - o DOLHOTM s e CEUAL e st e st
c Material of underpinning BN § (57111 SO —— Thickness o
;3 ' Kind of roof ... Rise per {00t wmmmmmmonm . Rool cavering . t
. Nrof chlmneys e Material of chimaeyS.wm f HH1iNE cmmee oo 1Nl ©F he0E fuel ..
; : I'rammg Tumber—Kind Dressed or [ull size? R
By Corner posts Sillsm.n-e _..Girt or ledger board? ..... - Size S
%j.— : . G'grder‘n : Size . Columns under glrders ______________ CHZE s e s e ML O CEIMELTS i st
;:{j = Studs '(oquide walls and cacrying pastitions) 2x-16" C. C *. Bridginy in every floor and flat roof span over 8 lect.

. Joists and rafters: TN SR 1 | NEN———— 3rd e , roof

On centers: 15t 1007« + memre — =3 200 y 3rd . roof U

~Max|mum span: 14 1100 e e e ins s 2110 3nl , Toof
g5 § lt' one smry bulldmg mt!\ ma=onry walls, thickness of walls? . hei':,rhr? ‘

! lfaG:mgc \ : o sl

) i B !
No cars now acwmmodated ol same IoL-.. - to be accommodaud_..._numhcr commerclal cars ta tz accommodated...—

ta
V

L

I D T : Mlscsllaneous ;__' N

T 1T Wil work require d1s*urbmg of uny trce on 3 public street?....nﬁﬂ.._.
- e ;"'"Ti " Will thcre be in charge of the above woric a person competent to

S JESY P

&
ok
¥
g

3 I . Yoo P
%f Coeey ! B A R obsencd?..y_e..’?_ o ; '
T P - T . T : VR LR b
3 . t ' - - . I v
— T e . - - SR B
- s o B d ' s : B e e
g 1 . a 'i ‘ ~ - p § - A /; [ SV
¥y R R D T S:gnamrraf m'mcr AR . e ..‘,._‘.l....i
\oeusgzcrlgn*_qownx.}:,‘ S d Lk TR T i
%{i’;‘.j:.{_!_::' -“’i’ . ‘T“_n L it ;»:‘ n *\}“‘; i \:\' - A I ’ :'w - Rt .
LRSI JUI. S S L , .

‘ Wﬂl automoblle repairing be done other than minnr tepairs to cars habitunlly stored in the proposeu bqulng?.-.....‘.._.“.....-- T

gee that’ tha Slate and City requlrements nerta:mng thueto are

{

[
P
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P
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