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CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION

PLANNING DEPARTMENT PROCESSING FORM 2002-0238
DRC Copy Application |. D. Number

11/06/2002

lves Gregory G &

Application Date

Applicant
73 Racine Ave, Portland, ME 04103 Amendment to Plan - Drainage Easeme
Applicant's Mailing Address Project Name/Description
73 - 73 Racine Ave, Portland, Maine
Consultant/Agent Address of Proposed Site
Agent Ph: Agent Fax: 399 C051001
Applicant or Agent Daytime Telephone, Fax Assessor's Reference: Chart-Block-Lot
Proposed Development (check all that apply): [ ] New Building [} Building Addition [] Change Of Use Residential [} Office [ ] Retail
[] Manufacturing ] Warehouse/Distribution ] Parking Lot [] Other (specify)
R3
Proposed Building square Feet or # of Units Acreage of Site Zoning
Check Review Required:
Site Plan [] Subdivision [ ] PAD Review [] 14-403 Streets Review
(major/minor) # of lots
[] Flood Hazard [] Shoreland [] HistoricPreservation [] DEP Local Certification
[] Zoning Conditional [] Zoning Variance [ ] Other
Use (ZBA/PB)
Fees Paid: Site Plan Subdivision Engineer Review Date
DRC Approval Status: Reviewer
L] Approved [] Approved w/Conditions [] Denied
See Attached
Approval Date Approval Expiration Extension to [] Additional Sheets
Attached
[] Condition Compliance
signature date
Performance Guarantee (] Required* [] Not Required
* No building permit may be issued until a performance guarantee has been submitted as indicated below
[] Performance Guarantee Accepted
date amount expiration date
[] Inspection Fee Paid
date amount
[} Building Permit Issue
date
[] Performance Guarantee Reduced
date remaining balance signature
(] Temporary Certificate of Occupancy [] Conditions (See Attached)
date expiration date
7] Final Inspection
date signature
[] Certificate Of Occupancy
date
[] Performance Guarantee Released
date signature
[] Defect Guarantee Submitted
submitted date amount expiration date
[] Defect Guarantee Released

date signature
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PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE
with the City of Portland

Developer’s Tax Identification Number: 007 O 4O

Developer’s Name and Mailing Address: SGRECORT INES

12 RACINE AE
PORTLAND ME o403

City Account Number: '

Treasurer’s Report of Receipts Number: '

Project Job Number: '
(from Site Plan Application form)

Appllcauon of GREGORY IVES [Apphcant] for RACING DRAINAGE OH‘ANS?;?
o at_LOT 26 /12 RACING ANVE - L ortland Mame

The City of Portland (heremaﬁer the “City”) will hold the sum of $ _I_Lfl"?O
- , “onbehalf of  oREESRY |\ES i anon-
dnterest bearing account established with the City. This account shall represent the estimated cost
of mstalhng NEW DRAN LINE AMP M,ANHG(/C AN EXLSTJNB DRANASIE EASENST
- - as depicted on the subdivision/site plan, approved on {4 JAN. 2003  as :
reqmred undel Portland Code of Ordinances Chapter 14 §§499, 499.5, 525 and Chapter 25 §§46
through 65. It is intended to satisfy the Applicant’s obligation, under Portland Code of
Ordinances Chapter 14 §§501, 502 and 525, to post a performance guarantee for the above
referenced development.

The City, through its Director of Planning and Development and in his sole discretion, may drdw
against this Escrow Account in the event that:

1. the Developer has failed to satisfactorily complete by _j4- JAN (o) E
_ " the work on the improvements contained within the MQM-_; A‘VENUH
LO'[' 26 DRANAES  EASSMENT PBVISINS/AMEMED Pom—

“approval, dated l4—dKN W.2003 - or
2. the Developer has failed to deliver to the City a deed containing the metes and bounds
description of any streets, easements or other improvements required to be deeded to the
- City; or
3. the Developer has failed to post the ten percent (10%) Defect Guarantee required by

Portland Code of Ordinances Chapter 14 §§501 and 525; or

4, the Developer has fajled to notify the C1ty for inspections in conjunction with the
1nsta11at10n ofi 1mprovements noted in paragraph one. :



The Director of Planning and Development may draw on this guarantee at hus option, either
thirty days prior to the expiration date contained herein, or s/he may draw against this cscrow for
a period not to exceed ninety (90) days after the expiration of this commitment; provided that the
Applicant will give the City written notice, by certified mail (restricted delivery to Duane Kline,
Director of Finance, City of Portland, 389 Congress Street, Room 110, Portland, Maine) of the
expiration of this escrow within sixty (60) days prior thereto. Otherwise, drafts may be
submitted by the City of Portland no later than nmety (90) days followmg such notice, whenever
given.

After all underground work has been completed and inspected to the satisfaction of the
Department of Public Works and Planning, including but not limited to sanitary sewers, storm
drains, catch basins, manholes, electrical conduits, and other required 1mprovements constructed
chiefly below grade, the City of Portland Divector of Planning and Development or its Director of
Finance as provided in Chapter 14 §501 of the Portland Code of Ordinances, may authorize the
City to reduce the available amount of the escmwcd money by a specified amount.

- This Esrow will automat1cally expire upon the earlier of‘

L. the written nouﬁcatlon from Portland’s Director of Planning and Development that. seud
work contained within the 0T 26 DRANPCE EPSEMENT PaVISions/ AMenDEy
| EECRING @UAT i approval and as required by Portland Code of Ordinances
-Clmplcr 14 §§499, 499.5, 525 and Chapter 25 §46 through 65 hds been completed n
accordancc with the City of Portland’s specifi crmons or : .

IS}

the expiration date of |4 JA’N 05 »
: Jr any automancally cxtended date as sPeclﬁed herem

Seen and Agreed to: GREZIRY. INES

.

“Attach Letter of Approval and Estimated Cost of Improvements to this form.

Distribution

This information will be completed by Planning Staff,
The account number can be obtained by calling Paul Colpitts, ext. 8665.

The Agreement will be executed with one original and one copy.
The original and copy, each signed by the Developer, will be delivered to the Finance Office,
together with a copy of the chort of Receipts form.

The Director of Finance will sign the copies, retain the original for their files ancl deliver the
other signed copy to the Planning Office. :

JA_UJIQ‘»«?

g



Landscape Architects, Inc.

January 22, 2003

Ms. Sarah Hopkins
Mr. Jay Reynolds
Planning Dept.

City of Portland
389 Congress St.
Portland, ME 04101

RE: 73 Racine Avenue, Portland, Maine
Property of Gregory G. Ives

Dear Sarah and Jay:

Per the Planning Board’s approval for the amended Racine Avenue plan we submit the
following to fulfill the conditions of approval:

1) Per confirmation from your office on January 21, 2003, we are sending
two checks from Mr. Gregory Ives; one for his escrow account and the
other for the $300.00 inspection fee.

2) A letter from the owner of the adjoining property indicating her approval
of the work.

3) A copy of the drainage easement put into the City’s format.

Please call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

\\Server\F\Projects\507-RacineAve\escrow.doc

18 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 871-0003
A4



January 15, 2003

Gregory lves
73 Racine Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103

Re: Your new garage addition

Dear Greg,

I'm writing you to confirm our conversation regarding your new garage
addition and how it effects my property. | understand that you are required
to relocate a 12" storm drain pipe that is buried between our homes within a
city easement. | have no problem with you coming onto my property to do
the work necessary to move to pipe. All | ask is that you leave my lawn in the
same condition as it was prior to the work,

Sincerely,

/n = K3
e
¥ f ) J, ’/’ N , _;5 E G SR
i uZT‘“‘”"ZW)/L"\ Pl
Teresa LaForgia ! / 19703
69 Racine Avenue



January 17,2003
SCHEDULE A

A certain lot or parcel of land situated on the northerly side of, Racine Avenue in the City of
Portland, County of Cumberland, and State of Maine bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the northerly side of Racine Avenue at the southeasterly corner of Lot 26
as shown on Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated February 23, 1988 revised 6-
21-89 by Owen Haskell, Inc. recorded in Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book 179
Page 63;

Thence westerly along the northerly sideline of Racine Avenue on a curve to the left having a
radius of 135.00 feet an arc distance of 20.07 feet;

Thence the following courses and distances across said Lot 26:

N 46° 25° 21 E 34.00 feet;

N 76° 39’ 14” E 19.86 feet;

N 46° 25” 21” E 22.00 feet;

N 17° .05’ 24” E 20.41 feet;

N 46° 25° 217 E 25.26 feet to the northerly line of said Lot 26;

Thence S 51° 48 00” E along the northerly line of said Lot 26 a distance of 20.21 feet to the
northeasterly corner of said Lot 26;

Thence S 46° 25’ 21” E along the easterly line of said Lot 26 a distance of 117.64 feet to the
northerly sideline of Racine Avenue and the point of beginning containing 1939 square feet;

For a more particular description see amended recording plat of Racine Avenue subdivision
dated November 14, 2002 by Owen Haskell, Inc. to be recorded.

File: 2002-149-02-ECB
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‘Jay Reynolds - 73 Racine Avenue - - - B ~ Page 1]

From: <gregory.g.ives@verizon.com>
To: Portland.CityHall(JAYJR)
Date: Wed, Oct 29, 2003 4:47 PM
Subject: 73 Racine Avenue

Mr. Jay Reynolds

Per our conversation today in reference to the Performance Guarantee we
entered into with the City of Portland and myself in January of 2003. 1
would like to officially inform you that the plans were changed to move the
addition to my property directly behind my existing home, thus making the
move of the storm drain unnecessary. | would like to ask that we start the
paper work to refund my deposit at this time.

Any questions | can be reached at my work number during regular business
hours.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

207-775-9616



January 24, 2003

Gregory Ives
73 Racine Ave
Portland, ME 04103

RE: Drainage Easement

CBL:

Dear: Mr. Ives

On January 14, 2003, the Portland Planning Board voted unanimously (5-0; Malone absent) to approve
the drainage easement and building envelope amendment to the Racine Ave. Subdivision. The approval

was granted for the project with the following condition:

L. That the applicant secure permission from the abutter, if required, in order to install;l the
drainage improvements.

The approval is based on the submitted site plan and the findings related to site plan review standards as
contained in Planning Report #04-03, which is attached.

Please note the following provisions and requirements for all site plan approvals:

1. Where submission drawings are available in electronic form, the applicant shall submit any
available electronic CADD.DXF files with seven (7) sets of the final plans.

2. A performance guarantee covering the site improvements as well as an inspection fee payment of
2.0% of the guarantee amount and 7 final sets of plans must be submitted to and approved by the
Planning Division and Public Works prior to the release of the building permit. If you need to
make any modifications to the approved site plan, you must submit a revised site plan for staff
review and approval.

O:\PLAN\DEVREVW\RACINE73\REVISIONLETTER.DOC



The site plan approval will be deemed to have expired unless work in the development has
commenced within one (1) year of the approval or within a time period agreed upon in writing
by the City and the applicant. Requests to extend approvals must be received before the
expiration date.

A defect guarantee, consisting of 10% of the performance guarantee, must be posted before the
performance guarantee will be released.

Prior to construction, a preconstruction meeting shall be held at the project site with the
contractor, development review coordinator, Public Work's representative and owner to review
the construction schedule and critical aspects of the site work. At that time, the site/building
contractor shall provide three (3) copies of a detailed construction schedule to the attending City
representatives. It shall be the contractor's responsibility to arrange a mutually agreeable time
for the preconstruction meeting.

If work will occur within the public right-of-way such as utilities, curb, sidewalk and driveway
construction, a street opening permit(s) is required for your site. Please contact Carol Merritt at
874-8300, ext. 8828. (Only excavators licensed by the City of Portland are eligible.)

The Development Review Coordinator must be notified five (5) working days prior to date required for
final site inspection. The Development Review Coordinator can be reached at the Planning Department
at 874-8632. Please make allowances for completion of site plan requirements determined to be
incomplete or defective during the inspection. This is essential as all site plan requirements must be
completed and approved by the Development Review Coordinator prior to issuance of a Certificate of
Occupancy. Please schedule any property closing with these requirements in mind.

If there are any questions, please contact Jay Reynolds at 874-8632.

Sincerely,

Jaimey Caron, Chair
Portland Planning Board

CC:

Lee D. Urban, Planning and Development Department Director
Alexander Jaegerman, Planning Division Director

Sarah Hopkins, Development Review Program Manager
Jay Reynolds, Development Review Coordinator

Marge Schmuckal, Zoning Administrator

Jodine Adams, Inspections

Larry Ash, Traffic Engineer

Tony Lombardo, Project Engineer

Eric Labelle, City Engineer

Jeff Tarling, City Arborist

Penny Littell, Associate Corporation Counsel

Lt. Gaylen McDougall, Fire Prevention

O:\PLAN\DEVREVW\RACINE73\REVISIONLETTER.DOC



Don Hall, Appraiser, Assessor's Office
Approval Letter File
Correspondence File

O:\PLAN\DEVREVW\RACINE73\REVISIONLETTER.DOC
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MOHR & SEREDIN

L;;ldsca;e Architects, ln‘c.
November 5, 2002

Ms. Sarah Hopkins

City of Portland Planning Dept.
398 Congress St.

Portland, ME

RE: Racine Avenue Drainage Easement Realignment
Dear Sarah

Attached please find nine (9) copies of the plans and details supporting the request by
Gregory Ives to relocate the existing storm drainage outlet on Racine Avenue. AsI
discussed with you last week, and Brian Duffy has reviewed with the City engineering
staff this summer, the proposal is to adjust the location of the existing 12" storm drain
line that is on Mr. Ives lot. By moving the storm drain line approximately six (6) feet,
and adjusting the drainage easement associated with the pipe, Mr. Ives can accommodate
a modest addition to his house for a single car garage.

As you are aware Penny, in the Corporation Council’s office, and Tony, in City
Engineering, have both looked at this proposal. Based on their comments and our
discussion, we have prepared an amended recording plan, a revised description of the
drainage easement, and drain line plans and details. We have delivered a copy of this
directly to Tony to expedite the review process, and would appreciate your prompt
attention in moving this item before the Planning Board for amended plan approval.

Please contact us after you have had formal staff comments so we can make any
necessary adjustments in the submission prior to Board review. Thanks for your help in
this matter.

Sincerely,

18 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 871-0003



MOHR & SEREDIN

Landscape Architects, Inc.

November 15, 2002

Ms. Sarah Hopkins, Planner
City of Portland

389 Congress St.

Portland, ME 04101

RE: Racine Avenue Drainage Easement
Amended Subdivision Plat

Dear Sarah:

Thank you for having the staff look at this little project so promptly. I really appreciated
Jay’s follow-up call to me to review the staff’s comments. Based on the information
relayed to me I submit the following information in support of the application Gregory
Ives.
1. Revised detail drawing Number 1 on which the sweep has been taken out
of the pipe and the pipe has been changed to an ADSN-12 HPDE.
2. A full amended recording plat prepared by Owen Haskell, Inc., and
showing the changes in the easement on Lot 26 has been prepared.

Ten copies of each of these with the revision date noted of November 13 are submitted
with this letter. I trust this will address the last of the these concerns and hope that this
project can be placed on the next available Planning Board agenda.

Sincerely,

Stephen BYMohr, ASLA

Cc: Brian Dufty

F:\Projects\507-RacineAve\sh11-15-02.doc

18 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 871-0003



Ives Gregory G &

CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION

Applicant
73 Racine Ave, Portland, ME 04103

Applicant's Mailing Address

PLANNING DEPARTMENT PROCESSING FORM 2002-0238
Engineering Copy

Application |. D. Number

11/06/2002
Application Date

Amendment to Plan - Drainage Easeme
Project Name/Description
73 - 73 Racine Ave, Portland, Maine

Consultant/Agent

Agent Ph: Agent Fax:

Address of Proposed Site
399 C051001

Applicant or Agent Daytime Telephone, Fax

Assessor's Reference: Chart-Block-Lot

Proposed Development (check all that apply): [] New Building [] Building Addition [ ] Change Of Use [/ Residential [] Office [] Retail

[] Manufacturing [[] Warehouse/Distribution

[] Parking Lot

[[] Other (specify)

R3
Proposed Building square Feet or # of Units Acreage of Site Zoning
Check Review Required:
iv] Site Plan [ ] Subdivision [ ] PAD Review [] 14-403 Streets Review
(major/minor)
[] Flood Hazard [ ] Shoreland [} HistoricPreservation [] DEP Local Certification
[] Zoning Conditional ] Zoning Variance [ Other
Use (ZBA/PB)
Fees Paid: Site Plan Subdivision Engineer Review Date

PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING REVIEW....11/13/02

Engineering Comments

| have reviewed the application and plans dated 11/06/02 and offer the following comments:

1. Public Works is not comfortable with layout of proposed drain pipe between the new manhole and outlet. It appears that
the applicant is proposing the installation of flexible drain pipe within the City easement. Instead we are requesting the
applicant install ADS N-12, ProLink Ultra, smooth bore HDPE drain pipe, or approved equivalent. This run of pipe should be
installed in a straight line and not swept as specified on the plans.

PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING REVIEW....11/26/02

I have reviewed the plans dated 11/15/02 and find them revised as requested. Therefore, | am granting Public Works

approval.

Performance Guarantee [ ] Required*

[] Not Required

* No building permit may be issued until a performance guarantee has been submitted as indicated below

[] Performance Guarantee Accepted
[] Inspection Fee Paid

[} Building Permit Issue

[ ] Performance Guarantee Reduced

[ ] Temporary Certificate of Occupancy

date amount expiration date
date amount

date

date remaining balance signature

date

[] Conditions (See Attached)

expiration date



16 Casco Street ' Portland, Maine 041012979 » 207/774-0424 * FAX: 7740511 » ohi@owenhaskell.com |

‘November 6,2002

'DESCRIPTION OF PORTION OF
30 FOOT WIDE DRAINAGE EASEMENT
TO BE RELEASED FROM LOT '26

A certain lot or parcel of land situated on the northerly side of but not adjacent to, Racine Street
in the City of Portland, County of Cumberland and State of Mame bounded and descrrbed as
follows

Beginning at a point on the northerly side of a 30 foot drainage easement across Lot 26 as shown
on Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated February 23, 1988 revised 6-21-89 by
Owen Haskell, Inc. recorded in Cumberland County Registry of Deeds Plan Book 179 Page 63,
said point being 34.00 feet from the northerly sideline of Racine Avenue as measured ona

~ bearing of N 46° 25’ 25” E along 51de 30 foot drainage easement ‘

Thence N 76°39° 14”E across the ex1st1ng dramageyeasement 19.86 feet;
Thence N 46° 25’ 25~ Er across said easement 22.00 feet;

Thence N 17° 05’ 24” E across said easement 20.41 feet to the northerly side of the 30 foot
easement; : ‘

Thence S 46° 25’ 25" W along the northerly srde of sa1d 30’ easement 56.95 feet to the pomt of

- beginning containing 395 square- feet;

~ Fora more particular descr1pt10n see amended plan of Lot 26 dated November 6, 2002 by Owen
Haskell, Inc. to be recorded. : : ;

File: 2002-149:01-ECB -




Department of Planning & Development
Lee D. Urban, Director

CITY OF PORTLAND

TO: Duane Kline, Finance Department
FROM: Alexander Jaegerman, Planning Division Director
DATE: November 4, 2003

SUBJECT:  Request for Release of Performance Guarantee
73 Racine Ave., Amendment to Plan
ID # (2002-0238) Lead CBL # (399C051)

Division Directors
Mark B. Adelson
Housing & Neighborhood Services

Alexander Q. Jaegerman, AICP
Planning

John N. Lufkin
Economic Development

Please release the City Escrow Account #710-0000-233-46-00 for the drainage amendment at 73 Racine Avenue.

Current Balance= $ 1,950.00

Approved: %WLM M}/ //

Alexandér Jaegerman ’t)
Planning Division Director

cc: Sarah Hopkins, Development Review Services Manager
— Jay Reynolds, Development Review Coordinator
Todd Merkle, Public Works
Code Enforcement
file

0

O:\PLAN\CORRESP\ADRC\PERFORM\RACINE73A.DOC

389 Congress Street ¢ Portland, Maine 04101 + (207) 874-8721 +« FAX 756-8258 + TTY 874-8936
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e ws ?&& §@~ \S‘\\‘\\) DEVELQPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION

PLANNING\DEPARTMENT PROCESSING FORM 2002-0238
\eﬁ\ﬁt\\\ \% \\§ N\\k"%*i\im Planning Cop Application I. D. Number

. - Iy S
ves Gregory G & /_\_ New \ SN \E,,:\ 11/06/2002
Applicant . Application Date
PP // NNn2, Q\J\\ Q‘@ S0 \\

73 Racine Ave, Portland, ME 04103

Amendment to Plan - Drainage Easeme

ERY ﬁc - :
\\ \Q\x“) Q\&f\: AN \ ?»\)\, Project Name/Description
N\\\Ns\) 73- M, Portlanst/Maine

Consultant/Agent \f\{\ \ P m Aress of Proposed ST
Agent Ph: Agent Fax §\~\\wﬁg\ N 399 C051001
Applicant or Agent Daytime Telephone, Fax Assessor's Reference: Chart-Block-Lot

ition [] Change Of Use [v] Residential [] Office [ ] Retail

VS ~ Q&ﬂ ther (specify)

Applicant's Mailing Address

Proposed Development (check all that apply): [ ]
[] Manufacturing [] Warehouse/Distribution  [] Parking Lot

Proposed Building square Feet or # of Units Acreage of Site

Check Review Required:

Site Plan [] Subdivision reets Review
(major/minor) # of lots \-b
[] Flood Hazard [] Shoreland \:eservahon NWP ocal Certification
N
[] Zoning Conditional [[] Zoning Variance \Q M er

Use (ZBA/PB)

N kr;‘g\\\ \3)%
N_

Fees Paid: Site Plan Subdivision Engineer Review Date
_ Planning Approval Status: Reviewer

[] Approved [] Approved w/Conditions (] Denied

See Attached
Approval Date Approval Expiration Extension to [] Additional Sheets
o . Attached
[] OK to Issue Building Permit
signature date
Performance Guarantee [] Required* [] Not Required

* No building permit may be issued until a performance guarantee has been submitted as indicated below

[] Performance Guarantee Accepted

date amount expiration date
[] Inspection Fee Paid

date amount
[] Building Permit Issue

date
[ ] Performance Guarantee Reduced

date remaining balance signature
[] Temporary Certificate of Occupancy [} Conditions (See Attached)

date expiration date
[] Final Inspection

date signature
[] Certificate Of Occupancy

date
[] Performance Guarantee Released

date signature
[] Defect Guarantee Submitted

submitted date amount expiration date

[] Defect Guarantee Released

date signature



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION
PLANNING DEPARTMENT PROCESSING FORM 2002-0238

Engineering Copy Application |. D. Number
11/06/2002

Ives Gregory G &

Application Date

Applicant
73 Racine Ave, Portland, ME 04103 Amendment to Plan - Drainage Easeme
Applicant's Mailing Address Project Name/Description
73 - 73 Racine Ave, Portland, Maine
Consultant/Agent Address of Proposed Site
Agent Ph: Agent Fax: 399 C051001
Applicant or Agent Daytime Telephone, Fax Assessor's Reference: Chart-Block-Lot
Proposed Development (check all that apply): [} New Building [] Building Addition |[7] Change Of Use Residential [ Office [} Retalil
[] Manufacturing [] Warehouse/Distribution [ Parking Lot [] Other (specify)
R3
Proposed Building square Feet or # of Units Acreage of Site Zoning
Check Review Required:
[/ Site Plan ] Subdivision [[] PAD Review [[] 14-403 Streets Review
(major/minor) # of lots
[] Flood Hazard [] Shoreland [ ] HistoricPreservation [] DEP Local Certification
[] Zoning Conditional [] Zoning Variance ] Other
Use (ZBA/PB)
Fees Paid: Site Plan Subdivision Engineer Review Date

Engineering Comments
PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING REVIEW....11/13/02

| have reviewed the application and plans dated 11/06/02 and offer the following comments:

1. Public Works is not comfortable with layout of proposed drain pipe between the new manhole and outlet. It appears that
the applicant is proposing the installation of flexible drain pipe within the City easement. Instead we are requesting the
applicant install ADS N-12, ProLink Ultra, smooth bore HDPE drain pipe, or approved equivalent. This run of pipe should be
installed in a straight line and not swept as specified on the plans.

Performance Guarantee (] Required* ] Not Required
* No building permit may be issued until a performance guarantee has been submitted as indicated below

[[] Performance Guarantee Accepted

date amount expiration date
[] Inspection Fee Paid

date amount
[] Building Permit Issue

date
[] Performance Guarantee Reduced

date remaining balance signature
[[] Temporary Certificate of Occupancy [] Conditions (See Attached)

date expiration date
[} Final Inspection

date signature

[] Certificate Of Occupancy

date



City of Portland Site Plan Appllca’non

If you or the property owner owe real estate taxes, personal property taxes or user charges on any property within the City
of Portland, payment arrangements mus\‘ be made before permn‘ applications can be received by the Inspections Dept. -

Address of Construction: 73 ZHACINEG A= Zone: Rg

Total Square Footage of Proposed Structure _‘ | Square Footage of Lot
Tax Assessor's Chart, Block & Lot Property owner, mailing address: Telephone:
Chart#  Block# Lot# Gfég’%% E7(. 6003
200 ] - 4 g
A — C -5\ , % LORTZIIND e o403 (Seve moHE. )
Consultant/Agent, mailing address, Applicant name, mailing address, Prolect name:
phone & con}oc’r person telephone #/Fox#/Pc er#: EHCINE ASIVE
=77V Moz & SE. //\/ OCr/INWVHSE
/ ﬂzm 57' 18" AASTNTS 0, |COSEPIEIVT
JLINVD, e o0 | FUZT WD, /chj‘f/ || 222 ksl T

Proposed Development (check all that apply) __New Building __Building Addition ___Change of Use
Residential ___Office __ Retail __ Manufacturing __ Warehouse/Distribution __ Parking lot

" ___Subdivision, amount of lots____ $25.00 perlot $

___Site Location of Development $3,000, except for residential lots which are then $200 per lot

___Traffic Movement $1,000 __ Stormwater Quality $250.00 __ Other

___After the fact review - Major project $1,500.00 After the fact review - Minor project $1,200.00

Major Development $500.00 Minor Development
Plan Amendmenis: X Board review $200.00 __ Staff review $100.00

Who billing will be sent to: JWOH7C 6 Jé@@/ﬂ/
Mailing address: /58 AULEASTIVT ST

State and Zip: pﬂ?Z/ZW Con’roc’r person:vS@g’ | Phone:g 7/ 0003
o - o0 | /WCHR. o

Submittals shall include (9) separate folded packets of the followmg
a. copy of application
b. cover letter stating the nature of the project
c. site plan containing the information found in the attached sample plans check list
Amendment to Plans: Amendment applications should include 6 separate packets of the above (a, b, and c)

$400.00

ALL PLANS MUST BE FOLDED NEATLY AND IN PACKET FORM

Section 14-522 of the Zoning Ordinance outlines the process, copies are available at the counter at .50 per page (8.5 x11)
you may also visit the web site:_ci.portland.me.us _chapter 14

I hereby certify that lam the Owner of record of the named property, or that the owner of record authorizes the proposed work and that |
have been authorized by the owner to make this application as his/her authorized agent. | agree to conform to all applicable laws of this
jurisdiction. In addition, if a permit for work described in this application is issued, | certify that the Code Official's authorized representative
shall have fhe outhorlfy to enter YH areas covered by fh:s p at any reasonable hour to enforce the provisions of the codes applicable

T'Qﬂ‘. W] Date: //—é ZOTO Z_

Signature of applicanf:

This application is for site review ONLY, a buildikg Permit application and associated fees will be required
prior to construction. '
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Department of Planning & Development
Lee D. Urban, Director

Division Directors
Mark B. Adelson
Housing & Neighborhood Services

. ) ‘ '  Alexander Q. Jaecgerman, AICP
CITY OF PORTLAND o Planning

John N. Lufkin
Ecomonic Development

To Applicants for Development in Portland:

The City of Portland has instituted the following fees to recover the costs of reviewing development proposals under the Site
Plan and Subdivision ordinances: application fee; engineering fee; and inspection fee. Performance and defect guarantees are
also required by ordinance to cover all site work proposed. '

The Application Fee covers general planning and administrative processing costs, and is paid at the time of application.

The Planning Division is required to send notices to neighbors upon receipt of an application and prior to public meetings.
The applicant will be billed for mailing and advertisement costs. Applicants for development will be charged an
Engineering Review Fee. This fee is charged by the Planning Division for review of on-site improvements of a civil
engineering nature, such as stormwater management as well as the engineering analysis of related improvements within the
public right-of-way, such as public streets and utility connections, as assessed by the Department of Public Works. The
Engineering Review fee must be paid before a building permit can be issued. Monthly i 1nV01ces are sent out by the
Planning Division on a monthly basis to cover engineering costs.

A Performance Guarantee will be required following approval of development plans. This guarantee covers all required
improvements within the public right-of-way, plus certain site improvements such as landscaping, paving, and drainage
improvements. The Planning Division will provide a cost estimate form for figuring the amount of the performance
guarantee, as well as sample form letters to be filled out by a financial institution.

An Inspection Fee must also be submitted to cover inspections to ensure that sites are developed in accordance with the
approved plan. The inspection fee is 2.0% of the performance guarantee amount, or as assessed by the planning or public
works engineer. The minimum inspection fee is $300 for development, unless no site improvements are proposed. Public
Works inspects work within the City right-of-way and Planning inspects work within the site including pipe-laying and
connections. (The contractor must work with inspectors to coordinate timely inspections, and should provide adequate
notice before inspections, especially in the case of final inspection.)

Upon completion of a development project, the performance guarantee is released, and a Defect Guarantee in the amount
of 10% of the performance guarantee must be provided. The Defect Guarantee will be released after a year.

Other reimbursements to the City include actual or apportioned costs for advertising and mailed notices. All fee$ shall be
paid prior to the issuance of any building permit.

For more iﬁformation on the fees or review process, please call the Planning Division at 874-8719 or 874-8721.

Alexander Jaegerman, AICP
Planning Division Director

389 Congress Street * Portland, Maine 04101 + (207) 874-8721 +» FAX 756-8258 + TTY 874-8936



Development Review Fee Séhedule

Application Fees: -

- Major Site Plan Review
: (More than 10,000 sq. ft.)
(Parking area - 50 spaces or more)

. After-the-fact Major Site Plan Review

"~ - - Minor Site Plan Review
(Less than 10,000 sq. ft.)

- After-the-fact Minor Site Plan Review
- Minor-Minor Site Plan Review

- Subdivision Fee

P Section 14-403 Review

- Site Location of Development

- Traffic Movement Permit

. Stormwater Quality Permit

Engineering Fees:
- Engineering Review Fee

- Inspection Fee

Permit Fees:

- Building Permit Fee

(Based on cost of work - estimated cost of labor

and materials)

Noticing/Advertisements

- Legal Advertisement

(Ad runs for workshop mtg. and public hearing mtg.)

- Notices
(Notices are sent when application is received,
for workshop mtg. and public hearing mtg.)

$500.00

$1,500.00

$400.00

$1,200.00

$300.00

$500.00 (plus $25.00 per lot)

$400.00 (plus $25.00 per lot)

$300.00

(except for residential projects which shall be $200.00
per lot) '

$1,000.00

$250.00

Assessed by Engineer
2% of Performance Guarantee or as asséssed by

Planning or Public Works Engineer with $300.00 being
the minimum)

$30.00 for the first $1,000.00
($7.00 per additional $1,000.00)

Percent of total bill

40 cents each



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

SITE PLAN CHECKLIST
Project Name, Address of Project . Application Number
Submitted () & Date Item  Required Information Section 14-525 (b,c¢)
(03] Standard boundary survey (stamped by a registered surveyor, at a = 1
scale of not less than 1 inch to 100 feet and including:
) Name and address of applicant and name of proposed development a
©) Scale and north points b
4) Boundaries of the site c
®) Total land area of site d
(O Topography - existing and proposed (2 feet intervals or less) e
(7) -~ Plans based on the boundary survey including; 2
(8) Existing soil conditions a
® Location of water courses, marshes, rock outcroppmgs and wooded areas b
10) Location, ground floor area and grade elevations of building and other c
structures existing and proposed, elevation drawings of exterior-
facades, and materials to be used _
(11) Approx location of buildings or other structures on parcels abutting the site ~ d
(12) Location of on-site waste receptacles e
(13) Public utilities e
14) . Water and sewer mains e
(15) Culverts, drains, existing and proposed, showing size and directions of flows e
(16) Location and dimensions, and ownership of easements, public or private f
rights-of-way, both existing and proposed
(17 Location and dimensions of on-site pedestrian and vehicular access ways
(18) Parking areas
19 Loading facilities
(20) Design of ingress and egress of vehicles to and from the site onto public streets
@21 Curb and sidewalks
22) Landscape plan showing:
(23) Location of existing proposed vegetation
24) Type of vegetation
25) Quantity of plantings
(26) Size of proposed landscaping
27) Existing areas to be preserved
28) Preservation measures to be employed
29) Details 6f planfifig and présérvation specifications
€l)] Location and dimensions of all fencing and screening

3D Location and intensity of outdoor lighting system

32) Location of fire hydrants, existing and proposed

(33) ‘Written statement

34) Description of proposed uses to be located on site

(35) Quantity and type of residential, if any

(36) Total land area of the site ,

(€X)) Total floor area and ground coverage of each proposed building and structure

nwhooor——o0 R Dp DS DB B0 oo o
W NN

(38) General summery of existing and proposed easements or other burdens

39 Method of handling solid waste disposal

40) Applicant's evaluation of availability of off-site public facilities, including sewer, water

. - and streets

41 Description of any problems of drainage or topography, or a representation that there 6
are none

(42) An estimate of the time period required for completion of the development 7

43) A list of all state and federal regulatory approvals to which the development may be 8
subject to

(44) The status of any pending applications 8

(45) Anticipated timeframe for obtaining such permits h8



(46) A letter of non jurisdiction ‘ b8
(47) Evidence of financial and technical capability to undertake and complete the development

including a letter from a responsible financial institution stating that is has reviewed the
planned development and would seriously consider financing it when approved.

Note: Depending on the size and scope of the proposed development, the Planning Board or Planning Authority may request additional information,
including (but not limited to): ' i

- drainage patterns and facilities; - an environmental impact study;

- erosion and sedimentation controls to be used during construction; - asun shadow study;

- aparking and/or traffic study; - astudy of particulates and any other noxious emissions;
and

- anoise study; - awind impact analysis.

Other comments:




Notice to Developers of New Subdivisions

Effective January 1, 1998, the City of Portland tequests that developers of new subdivisions
submit information regarding the origin of the name of any new street(s) created within the city
limits. This information shall be submitted to the Planning Office with all other related
application materials.

- In 1997, Portland residents Norman and Althea Green presented the City of Portland with a
compilation of research which documents the origins of all street names existing in the city as of
1995. The person, event, location, or subject for which each street was named is now recorded
for posterity, constituting an important public record for all those interested in the development
of Portland. This compilation is on file at the Portland Public Library, the Maine Historical
Society, and the library of the Portland Newspapers, as well as in the City Clerk's Office at
Portland City Hall.

1t is the intent of the City of Portland to continue this documentation for all streets created in the
city. Aspart of the subdivision review process, applicants are required to submit information
regarding the person or subject for which all new streets are being named. In the case ofa
person, the full name should be submitted, as well as their vocation, relationship to the developer
‘or the area, or other pertinent information. Once the street is formally accepted by the City
Council, the information will be placed on file at the City Clerk's office and copies will be sent to
the other three Portland repositories,

January 1, 1998
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DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION
OF A NEW
PORTLAND, MAINE
PROCESSING AND DISTRIBUTION CENTER

Contract #475450-94-B-0315
Project No. B08531
Work Order No. 15.02

November 19, 1997

Prepared For:

United States Postal Service
Major Facilities Office
225 North Humphreys Boulevard
Memphis, Tennessee 38166-0330
(901) 747-7336

Prepared by:

Dames & Moore
235 Peachtree Street, N.E.
North Tower, Suite 2000
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
(404) 577-2122
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Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service

Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft
TABLE OF CONTENTS
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DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A
NEW PORTLAND, MAINE
PROCESSING AND DISTRIBUTION CENTER

1.0 SUMMARY

The Portland, Maine Processing and Distribution Center (P&DC) is a U.S. Postal Service-owned
facility with a P&DC building comprised of 245,612 square feet of net interior space, including
156,627 square feet of workroom floor space. The platform area provides an additional 19,940 square
feet of work space. The P&DC site is located at 125 Forest Avenue in Portland, Maine.

The interior of the current facility is crowded and does not provide sufficient space for expansion. A
larger facility would be needed to adequately service the Portland area in the future. The Proposed
Action to address this need is to construct and operate a new P&DC at one of three alternative
locations. The new facility would provide additional workroom space needed for deployment of
additional equipment to serve current and future mail processing operations. A portion of the mail
operations currently housed in the existing P&DC would move to the new location, and the existing

P&DC would continue to operate as the Main Post Office for the city of Portland (USPS, 1997a).

An Environmental Assessment has been completed to identify potential environmental impacts due

to implementation of the Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative. Recommended mitigative

measures have also been identified.

1.1 KEY ISSUES

The key issues identified during the assessment of the Proposed Action include the following:

¢ Soil erosion could occur at each of the three tracts and result in degradation of downstream surface
waters.

¢ Soil characteristics at the Snyder and Scarborough Downs Tracts, such as high water content and

retainage, poor drainage, and low bearing capacities, should be addressed in the design
specifications.

Dames & Moore 1-1 November 19, 1997

\DM_ATLAVOL M wpsiuspswar\portiand DRAFT2.DOC

rrrrrrrrr



Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Constuction and Operaiion of a New Portland, ME F&DC BDraft

Jurisdictional wetlands are preseni on all three sites — the Snyder Tract design layout avoids
constiuction in the identified weilands areas; however, on the Scarborough Downs and Grondin's
Quarry sites, project impacts might be present, which would require authorization from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Maine Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and implementation of mitigation measures. Due to the size of the Proposed Action, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and other resource agencies might request that in-depth
resource surveys are conducted at the selected site as part of the permitting process.

% A pipeline casement owned by Portland Pipe Line Corporation bisects the Snyder Tract requiring
relocation or avoidance in constructing the P&DC.

s Soil and groundwaier contamination has been confirmed at both the Scarborough Downs and
Grondin’s Quarry Tracts.

o Forested areas would be altered at the Snyder Tract and Scarborough Downs Tract. Wildlife using
the associated habitats would be displaced.

o  Archeological sites might be present on the Grondin’s Quarry Tract.
e Residences (sensitive receptors) are located near each of ihe three tracts.

s Traffic would increase in the vicinity of the selected site due to the Proposed Action, and decrease
in the downtown Poriland area.

e The Proposed Action would impact more than 5 acres - a National Pollutant Discharge

Elimination System (NPDES) permit for stormwater control would be required for each of the
three sites.

1.2 POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The Proposed Action would alleviate the existing crowded conditions at the existing P&DC,
providing a safer, more efficient working environment at that facility and at the new P&DC. Mail
delivery operations that currently originate from several locations would be centralized at one site,
the new Portland P&DC location. The newly constructed P&DC would provide the space needed for

existing and additional mail processing equipment. The Proposed Action would address the needs

of postal operations for several years.

1.3 RECOMMENDATION FOR FURTHER ACTION

The following additional studies and/or actions are recommended in order to evaluate the significance

of the environmental impacts identified in this assessment. An evaluation of whether a "Finding of
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No Significant Impact" can be issued (if sufficient mitigation measures can be identified) or an

Environmental Impact Statement is required, would be made after obtaining and evaluating additional

information, such as the following:

* Additional information regarding soil characteristics should be obtained in order to better plan and
design on-site structures.

¢ Following the development of a site-specific building design, if any of the on-site wetlands require
filling, or are otherwise impacted, the Postal Service should coordinate the Proposed Action with
the USACE and DEP.

* Anarcheological survey should be conducted at the Grondin's Quarry Tract.

* Traffic studies should be conducted at each of the three sites to more fully assess the impact the
proposed P&DC would have on traffic patterns in the immediate area.
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2.0 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

2.1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Environmental Assessment is to identify and evaluate the potential impacts
related to the proposed construction and operation of a new Postal Service P&DC at each of three
locations in the Portland, Maine area. This assessment is intended to be a "first tier" assessment
focussing on the three sites being considered for the new P&DC. This assessment was not intended
to evaluate potential environmental impacts at the existing postal facilities; nor to assess changes in

postal-related traffic near each of the affected postal facilities.

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT

The Postal Service is completing this assessment to comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NEPA is a charter for protecting the human environment;
it requires Federal agencies to consider and evaluate the potential impacts of proposed actions, and

to integrate those evaluations into their planning and decision-making process.

As stated in the Postal Service's Facilities Environmental Handbook RE-6, Section 710

(USPS, 1991), an Environmental Assessment is a public document that would be utilized to:

e Assess whether the Proposed Action has the potential to significantly affect the human
environment and thus necessitate preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement;

¢ Identify mitigation measures which would reduce adverse impacts of the Proposed Action; and

¢ Identify Federal, state, and local environmental protection laws and regulations that pertain to the
Proposed Action.

Environmental assessments also include agency and public notification of the intent to implement the
Proposed Action, and the opportunity for agency and public review and comment upon the
assessment document. A notice of the Postal Service's intent to implement the Proposed Action has
been published in the local Portland, Maine newspaper; and Federal, state, and local authorities have

been contacted and asked to comment upon the project (Appendices A and B).

Dames & Moore 2-1 November 19, 1997

NDM_ATLAVOL p'stsisps'sas'portiand\DRAF T2 DOC



Environmental Assessment United States Posial Service
Proposed Consnuction and Operaiion of a New Porland, ME P&DC Drayr

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

Dames & Moore 2-2 November 19, 1997

WY _ATLARR U o werp ecirpo e e d D AFTLD IC



Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

3.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Portland P&DC is located in Cumberland County at 125 Forest Avenue in Portland, Maine.
Figure 1 presents a site location map which includes the location of the existing Portland P&DC and
the three alternative sites being considered as the location of the new P&DC.

The Portland P&DC building comprises 245,612 square feet of net interior space, and 19,940 square
feet of platform space. The workroom space in the P&DC building consists of 156,627 square feet.
The P&DC facility, first constructed in 1933, consisted of approximately 95,000 square feet at that
time. The original building was expanded to its present size in 1963. Currently, the operational layout
of the Portland P&DC involves three floors with two platforms at different levels.

Based on the Postal Service’s Facility Planning Concept (FPC) prepared in January 1997, the
Portland P&DC currently serves an estimated 720,000 customers, which is 60 percent of the
population for the state of Maine. The facility is the Main Post Office for the city of Portland, and
provides full retail and box services. The P&DC is the Area Distribution Center Facility for 501
postal facilities in the 040-049 ZIP Code areas; a designated Automated Area Distribution Center
(AADC) for ZIP Codes 040, 041, 042, 043, 045, and 048; and the State Distribution Center (SDC)
for the entire state of Maine. The Portland P&DC is also the designated SDC for Standard Mail B

(Parcel Post). In addition, the P&DC is the lead plant in the Maine Performance Cluster (USPS,
1997a).

According to the FPC (USPS, 1997a), the capacity of the Portland P&DC was constrained by the
early 1980’s. Because the P&DC is a small multi-level facility, deployment of automated equipment
was often located in any available space. By 1992, the mail processing flow had become increasingly
difficult and complex. The third floor of the facility housed the automated distribution process; the
second floor contained cancellation, mechanized and manual processing, and the city carriers; and
the first floor contained dispatching, platform operations, and fixed mechanization. Elevators are
located in inefficient areas of the P&DC, and are used to transport mail between locations in the

facility; only two of the elevators access all three floors of the P&DC (USPS, 1997a).

The Postal Service has taken several measures to increase the efficiency of operations, processing,
and service in the Portland area, as follows (USPS, 1997a):

e In 1990, a 17,000-square-foot annex, the South Portland Carrier Annex, was leased in order

to relocate 21 carriers housed in the P&DC. Additional carriers from another post office and

Dames & Moore 3-1 November 19, 1997

WM ATLNVOL vap'sraspsoasportand DRAFT2.DOC



Environmenial Assessment Unired Starzs Postal Seivice
Proposed Construction and Operaiion of @ New Porrland, ME P&DC Draft

cae overcrowded station were also relocated to this annex. An addiiional 6,000 square feet
was leased at this location in 1995. The South Portland Carrier Annex currently houses 74
city and rural carriers for ZIP Codes 04102, 04106, 04107, and 04074. The annex is located

approximately 3 miles southwest of the Portland P&DC.

» The Northwest Annex, an 83,000-square-foot facility located approximately 4.5 miles
northwest of the P&DC, was purchased by the Postal Service in 1993. This annex provides
administrative and warehouse space for the customer service area of the Maine District. Bulk
Business Mail (BBM) operations from the P&DC were relocated to this annex, along with
10 city and rural carriers (delivery zones 04105 and 04110), which were formerly located
on the second floor of the P&DC. In addition, 14 carriers (delivery zone 04092) were

relocated from the overcrowded Westbrook Post Office to this facility.

s A 14,100-square-foot warehouse facility located on Quarry Road was leased in June
1995.This facility was leased to store and process empty equipment from the P&DC, and

provides storage space for mail processing equipment and supplies.

s The 36,000-square-foot Rand Road Station, located approximately 2.5 miles west of ihe
P&DC, was leased in December 1995. The remaining carriers from the P&DC and carriers
from the Northwest Annex were relocated to this facility. A total of 60 city and rural carriers
operate from this location, serving ZIP Codes 04104, 04103, 04105, 04110, and 04092.
Computerized Forwarding System (CFS) operations for the state of Maine were also
relocated to the Rand Road Station from the P&DC.

Despite the measures described above, workroom and platform space at the Portland P&DC remains
critically short. Moreover, the multi-level layout of the P&DC makes operations at the plant
inefficient. A draft Major Facility Planning Data report (Form 929), prepared in June 1996 as part
of the National Prioritization Review, showed the Portland P&DC to be 39.8 percent space deficient.
As a result, Portland was ranked as the eighth highest priority by the review team (USPS, 1997a).

The total employee complement at the existing Portland P&DC facility is approximately 890 persons
(USPS, 1997a).

3.2 PROPOSED ACTION

The Postal Service proposes to acquire an approximate 25- to 30-acre land parcel, and subsequently

construct and operate a new, approximately 355,650 gross square-foot, P&DC that would meet the
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current and future postal needs of the Portland area (Griffin, 1997). According to the preliminary
alternate facility designs provided by Sverdrup-Gilbane (1997), the new Portland P&DC would have
adequate employee parking (approximately 135,000 square feet), postal vehicle parking (at least
30,600 square feet), and a truck maneuvering area of approximately 109,200 square feet. The
workroom area would be comprised of at least 200,000 square feet, while a 110,000 to 200,000
square feet office and support area is planned for the building. The facility design also allows for
adequate dock space, and a 10-year expansion area of 66,000 square feet (Sverdrup-Gilbane, 1997).
The optimum usable site size is estimated to be near 24 acres, exclusive of setbacks, easements,

ponding areas, and other site use restrictions. Approximately 850 postal employees would be

relocated from the existing facilities to the new P&DC.

Three possible sites for the new Portland P&DC have been identified by the Postal Service; these
sites are described briefly in Section 4.1, Alternate Sites for Proposed Action, and in more detail in

Sections 5.0 through 7.0.

The existing Portland P&DC would be retained as the Main Post Office for the city of Portland.
Currently, the Postal Service plans to relocate all or portions of delivery operations from the currently
leased facilities to the existing Portland P&DC. CFS would also be housed at this location. Retail
services, such as window service and post office boxes, would remain at the existing P&DC on Forest
Avenue. A postal store is also to be placed in this facility, and expansions to the box section and

customer parking would be made (USPS, 1997a).

According to the FPC, the Postal Service-owned Northwest Annex might not be needed after the
Proposed Action is implemented. Processing and distribution operations currently located at this
facility would be relocated to the new Portland P&DC, as well as the administrative offices for the
Performance Cluster. The Postal Service would vacate the three leased facilities. The carrier and CFS
operations at the South Portland Carrier Annex and the Rand Road Station would return to the
Portland Main Post Office (the existing Portland P&DC). The empty equipment processing and

storage operation currently housed at the Quarry Road warehouse would be relocated to the new

Portland P&DC (USPS, 1997a).
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3.3 REASONS FOR PROPOSED ACTION

As stated in the FPC (USPS, 1997a), the Portland P&DC has reached its operational capacity. A
larger facility is needed to meet the mail service needs of the existing population, as well as the
projected population increase in the area. The multi-level crowded conditions at the existing Portland
P&DC have impacted the overall efficiency of mail processing at the plant. Tl;le proposed new P&DC,
a more efficiently designed plant, would provide the space required to handle the projected volume

increases (anticipated to be 10 percent in the next five years) in mail operations for the Portland area.
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4.0 PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS AND ALTERNATIVES

This section describes the alternatives that would be evaluated in this Environmental Assessment
report. It also describes the No Action Alternative, and other alternatives that were considered by the

Postal Service prior to the selection of the Proposed Action.

4.1 ALTERNATIVE SITES FOR PROPOSED ACTION

The Postal Service advertised for available sites in the Portland Area at which to relocate and or
construct a new P&DC. Over 30 properties in the Portland area were offered to the Postal Service for
consideration. Numerous sites contained jurisdictional wetland areas or other development concems,

some were outside the preferred area and some sites were not conveniently accessible to the Maine

Turnpike.

In July 1997, the Postal Service selected three sites preferred as the location of the new P&DC,
known as the Snyder Tract, the Scarborough Downs Tract, and the Grondin's Quarry Tract. A map
showing the location of these three sites, along with the site of the existing Portland P&DC, is shown
in Figure 1. An assessment of each of these locations is included in this report considering the
preliminary site utilization plans as illustrated on Figures 2, 3, and 4. A brief description of the three

sites being considered for purchase and subsequent development (construction) of the new Portland
P&DC follows:

e The Snyder Tract is located on the east side of the Maine Turnpike between Brighton Avenue and
Westbrook Street in Portland (Figure 1). This site comprises approximately 80 acres, of which 35
acres are considered to be usable for development. The site is approximately 3.5 miles from the
existing P&DC. Currently, this site is undeveloped and heavily wooded.

As shown in Figure 2, the Postal Service's preliminary utilization plan for the Snyder Tract
incorporates a new Maine Turnpike interchange being planned by the Maine Turnpike Authority
at the northwestern comer of the site. The access road would be Rand Road, which presently
terminates east of the site and would require extension. The westem portion of the property would
be developed by the Postal Service, with access from Rand Road.

e The Scarborough Downs Tract is located in the town of Scarborough, approximately 0.25 mile
northeast of the Maine Tumpike at its junction with Haigis Parkway on the east side of Payne
Road and at the entrance to the Scarborough Downs racetrack (Figure 1). The 35-acre tract under
consideration for purchase is a portion of a larger site (the Scarborough Downs development)
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consisting of 500 acies. The site is located approximately 5 miles from downtown Portland. The
site is heavily wooded.

As shown in Figure 3, the Postal Service's preliminary site utilization plan for the Scarborough
Downs Tract provides for entrances on Payne Road and the existing Scarborough Downs Access
Road for postal vehicles and employees. The P&DC would be sitvated near the central portion
of the property being offered.

»  The Grondin's Quarry Tract is locaied 4 miles south of downtown Portland and 2 miles south of
the Portland International Jetport (Figure 1). The site lies on the municipal line between the city
of South Portland and the town of Scarborough. Access to the site is from Broadway Road,
approximately 0.75 mile south of the Route 1 Connector of the Maine Tuimpike. The total site

- comprises approximately 100 acres, of which 25 acres are being considered for purchase by the
Postal Service. This site is currently operated as a rock quariy.

As shown in Figure 4, the Postal Service's preliminary site utilization plan for the Grondin's
Quarry Tract provides for two entrances on a new access road to Broadway. Existing stormwater
detention ponds have been incorporated into the design.

4.2 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

The No Action Alternative is also evaluated in this docurnent. This alternaiive would consist of
continuing to provide the best possible service using the existing facilities, No construction would
occur. The conditions at the existing Portland P&DC would continue to worsen and degrade with

time and increased postal demands. No enhanced services would be possible.

4.3 OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The Postal Service also considered the expansion of the existing Portland P&DC located at 125 Forest
Avenue as an alternative action. However, expansion of the current facility is not feasible due to the
lack of space. Since the expansion alternative does not serve as a feasible solution to the problems

associated with the existing facility, this alternative will not be considered further in this

Environmental Assessment.
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4.4 POSTAL ENVIRONMENT
441 Existing Conditions

Section 3.1 describes the existing conditions at the Portland P&DC, and Section 3.3 describes the
need for the Proposed Action. The existing and anticipated future postal environment needs

necessitates the Proposed Action.

44.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Implementation of the Proposed Action would satisfy immediate and future work space requirements.
The construction of a new Portland P&DC would have a beneficial impact on mail processing and

delivery operations in the Portland area.

Postal Services: The existing Portland P&DC located at 125 Forest Avenue would be retained as the
Main Post Office for the city of Portland. As such, retail services (window service, post office boxes,
etc.) would remain at that location, and the facility would be upgraded to include a postal store. In

addition, both the customer parking area and the box section would be expanded at this facility.

Delivery Services: The Proposed Action would allow for the relocation of delivery services from the
postal-owned and leased facilities (South Portland Carrier Annex and the Rand Road Station) to one
location, the existing facility located at 125 Forest Avenue. Currently, the Postal Service plans to
reconfigure the operation of the Northwest Annex, and return the leased properties (i.e., the South
Portland Carrier Annex and the Rand Road Station) to the lessors. All or portions of delivery for ZIP

codes 04101, 04102, 04103, 04105, 04106, 04107, 04110, 04074, and 04092 would stem from the
existing P&DC.

Operational Productivity: The existing Portland P&DC has reached its operational capacity.
Because the P&DC is a multi-level facility, deployment of automated equipment was located in any
available space, causing difficulties and inefficiencies in mail processing flow. Due to the
overcrowding, and in order to sustain postal operations, the Postal Service was required to lease two
off-site facilities (the South Portland Annex and the Rand Road Station), and to purchase the
Northwest Annex. In addition, the Postal Service leased the Quarry Road warehouse facility to store

and process empty equipment for the existing P&DC, and to provide storage for mail and processing
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equiprnent and supplies. Thus, at the present titne, mail processing and disiribution operations are

located in five separate locations. Despite the relocation of services described previously, the Portland
]

P&DC siill has a shortage of workroom space, and is inefficient due to its multi-level design.

Implemeniation of the Proposed Action would satisfy immediate and future space requirements, and

increase the efficiency of the mail processing and distribution operations in the Portland area.

Work Conditions: Due to the existing crowded and inefficient conditions at the P&DC on Foresi
Avenue and the inefficiencies associated with mail operations stemming from several postal facilities,
construction and operation of a new, larger P&DC and consolidation of operations would greatly
improve working conditions for postal personnel. While safety is a concern at the existing P&DC due

to crowded conditions and multi-level operations, it would be improved at the new, adequately-sized
P&DC.

443 Potential Impacts Resulting from the No Action Alternative

Implementation of the No Action Alternative would have a negative impact on postal operations,

productivity, and service.

Dames & Moore 4-4 November 19, 1997

VO ATLNVI LN es e ae e T AORAFTLDOC



Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

5.0 EVALUATION OF IMPACTS - SNYDER TRACT
ALTERNATIVE

This section describes the existing environment, the anticipated environmental impacts associated
with the Snyder Tract Alternative, as well as suggested measures to mitigate potentially adverse

impacts.

5.1 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
5.1.1 Topography
5.1.1.1 Existing Conditions

The Portland, Maine area is located in the coastal lowland section of the New England Physiographic
Province. The coastal lowland is an area of low relief with isolated hills that reaches an elevation of
200 to 300 feet at its western boundary. It is bounded to the west by the boundary mountains and
central foothills, and to the east by the Atlantic Ocean.

Review of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute Portland West, Maine
Quadrangle Map [1956, photorevised 1978 (Figure 5)] indicates that the elevations on the site are

approximately 40 to 60 feet above mean sea level (msl). The site is slightly elevated above the

surrounding area; however, the on-site topography is generally flat.

5.1.1.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

The area of the proposed development is relatively flat with an average elevation of approximately
40 feet above msl. The proposed construction would not significantly impact the existing site

contours and is not expected to require excessive site development costs to bring the site to grade.

5.12 Geology and Soils
5.1.2.1 Existing Conditions

Site Characteristics: As previously stated, the Snyder Tract is located in the coastal lowland section
of the New England Physiographic Province. The bedrock geology comprises finely laminated

quartzose phyllite of the MacWorth Formation, a member of the Casco Bay Group. The Casco Bay
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Group age is vnconfirmed, but generally accepied as probable Precambiian i Ordovician (Maine

Geological Survey, 1985).

In the Soil Survey of Cumberland Couniy, Maine (United States Department of Agricnlture [USDA),
1974), the soils at the site are primarily Swanton fine sandy loam, with lessor amounts of Scantic silt
loamn, Suffield silt loam (25 to 45 percent slopes), Elmwood fine, sandy loam (0 to 8 percent slopes),

and Windsor'L loamy sand (15 to 30 percent slopes).

The Swanton soils consist of deep, nearly level, poorly drained to somewhat poorly drained soils.
These soils formed in moderately coarse-textured sediment of glacioflurial origin over fine-textured
sediments of marine origin. This soil forms in depressions. Swanton soils are wet throughout the year
due to slow permeability and topographic factors. This soil has very severe limitations for most uses
due to the high water table. Scantic soils consist of deep, nearly level poorly drained soils that formed
in depressions and old marine estuaries. These soils are wet throughout the year and also have severe
or very severe limitations due to the high water table. Suffield soils are deep, well drained and steeply
sloping. This soil exhibits rapid runoff and has very severe limitations due to erosion and steep slopes.
Elmwood soils are deep, nearly level to undulating, with slow permeability. These slow permeability
soils have limitation for development due to the seasonally high water table. Windsor soils are deep,

well drained and coarse grained. These soils have only slight limitations for development.

According to the Reconnaissance Surficial Geology of the Portland West Quadrangle, Maine (Maine
Geological Survey, 1976), the surficial geology of the Snyder Tract and nearby surrounding area is
comprised of glacial-marine deposits known as the Presumpscot Formation, and loosely referred to
as a “silt and clay” deposit. The Presumpscot Formation formed during the retreat of the Late
Wisconsin glacier (approximately 12,000 to 25,000 years ago) when silt-, sand-, and clay-sized
particles were washed into the ocean and deposited on the shallow ocean bottom near the prehistoric
shoreline. As the glacier retreated, the land surface rose relative to the Atlantic Ocean, which lifted
the Presumpscot Formation above sea level. This is a widespread deposit that is very common in
southern and central Maine, particularly within 30 miles of the present day coastline. These deposits
are generally characterized by low permeability materials that are easily erodible and locally subject
to slope failure where topography is sloping. The Groundwater Resources Maps of Cumberland
County (Maine Geological Survey, 1978), indicate that surficial materials in the site area are

approximately 100 feet thick.
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Subsurface Conditions, Impediments to Development: Due to soil conditions, a high water table

and flat topography, drainage and stormwater control must be carefully considered in the facility

design.

Presence of Faults and Folds: The site is located within the Norumbega Fault Zone, a major
structural feature extending from New Brunswick, Canada to Massachusetts. The Flying Point Fault
(within the Norumbega Fault Zone) underlies the site. This fault has exhibited seismic activity several
times since 1900 (Maine Geological Survey, 1979).

Seismic Hazard Potential: While seismic activity is not considered to be a major threat to the site
area, the site has a moderate earthquake hazard. The probabilistic earthquake accelerations (90
percent probability) that may occur with a frequency of 50 years, and 250 years are 8 percent and 17
percent of gravity, respectively (USGS, 1990).

Radon: Cumberland County, Maine has radon in excess of 4.0 picoCuries per liter (pCi/L) of air in

over 50 percent of the buildings tested. The EPA-recommended action level for residences is
4.0 pCV/L.

Potential for Site Contamination: The Snyder Tract consists of undeveloped forest land (Figure 6).
Based upon review of aerial photography and vicinity reconnaissance, the surrounding area consists

largely of light industrial, commercial, and residential properties interspersed with forested and

agricultural land.

A Portland Pipe Line Corporation crude oil pipeline easement traverses the site on a north/south
orientation (Figure 6). A temporarily out-of-service 18-inch diameter crude oil pipeline and an
abandoned 12-inch diameter pipeline are located in this easement. No leaks or spills have been

reported to be associated with these pipelines on or near the subject property.

5.1.2.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting From the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

The Proposed Action should not adversely impact the site soil/geology. However, several factors

should be considered at this site as follows:

¢ Wetlands, flat topography, and poorly drained soils would present challenges for design of
stormwater and runoff containment and control systems. These poorly drained soils are in the
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areas of proposed development. Additional infermation regarding the characteristics and load-
bearing capacities of the site soils is recommended prior to designing a building for the site.

® Based upon discussions with the Maine Radon Indoor Air Quality (JAQ) Coordinator, radon
control measures should be considered in building design. Positive-pressure ventilation systems
have been successful in mitigating radon in large buildings such as schools.

513 Hydrology/Water Quality
5.1.3.1 Existing Conditions

Local Groundwater: The transport of groundwater in the Portland, Maine area is predominantly
through two separate but interconnected water-bearing zones. A shallow water-bearing zone often
occurs within the water-deposited sediments above bedrock, and a deeper zone can occur within the

underlying bedrock. The sediments on top of the bedrock comiprise the surficial aquifer in the subject

property area.

Groundwater in the surficial aquifer occurs in the interstitial pore spaces between the individual
grains comprising the sediments. Groundwater in this zone typically occurs under water table
conditions with groundwater flow being from topographic highs (recharge areas) to topographic lows

(discharge areas). The site does not overlie a mapped sand and gravel aquifer (Maine Geological
Survey, 1979).

The occurrence and movement of groundwater in the underlying bedrock is controlled by pore space,
joints, fractures, and faults within the bedrock. Groundwater within this deeper zone can occur under
both confined and unconfined conditions. Because groundwater occurrence and movement are
partially controlled by the distribution of structural openings in the bedrock, it is difficult to predict

groundwater movement in this deeper zone, particularly on a small scale.

Aquifer Recharge Areas: Recharge to the aquifer basins in the Portland area is by surface water
infiltration where areas are unpaved. Since the Snyder Tract is forested land, it is likely that surface
water infiltrates downward to the groundwater flow system. However, since the site soils are
characterized as having low permeability, and since the Maine DEP has made a determination that
the groundwater underlying Portland does not generally attain drinking water quality, recharge from

the site is not expected to significantly alter groundwater quality.
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Depth to Groundwater: Based upon the presence of wetlands, seasonally high water tables, and site
observations, groundwater is expected to occur at depths ranging from less than one foot below

ground surface to as much as ten feet below ground surface.

Water Retention Requirements: Since the site is currently undeveloped forested land, water

retention is not now required at the site.

Site Surface Drainage: The majority of the Snyder Tract consists of a relatively flat plain that gently
slopes to the southeast (Figure 5). The southern and eastern edges of the plain are dissected by a
series of drainages. The northwestern portion of the site gently slopes north in a wide shallow
drainage basin. Runoff from the relatively flat central and eastern portions of the site considered for
development does not appear to readily drain from the area. Due to the flat topography in this area,

stormwater control and retention would need to be carefully designed and constructed.

Streams or Lakes: There are no lakes associated with the Snyder Tract. According to the USGS
Portland West, Me. 7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangle Map (USGS, 1978) and conditions
observed during a site reconnaissance by Dames & Moore in June 1997, several intermittent streams
arise in a series of steep drainageways (ravines) that dissect the eastern and southern portions of the
site (Figure 5). A small perennial stream is located in the bottom of the abandoned Cumberland and
Oxford (C&O) Canal that traverses the southern portion of the site (Figure 6). These headwater
tributary drainageways discharge either directly into the Fore River located approximately 0.5 mile
southeast of the site (Figure 5) or indirectly by way of the perennial stream in the abandoned canal.
A small, headwater intermittent drainage arises in the northeastem portion of the site and flows north

offsite to an unnamed tributary to the Fore River.

An approximate 80-acre Fore River Audubon Sanctuary is located at Capsic/Stroudwater estuary at
the head of Fore River (Figure 5) approximately 3,000 feet (0.6 mile) east of the proposed
development area of the Snyder Tract. The sanctuary borders the Fore River and consists of forested,
rolling hills and saltwater/freshwater marshes. The sanctuary is owned and maintained by the Maine
Audubon Society. The perennial stream located in the abandoned C&O Canal flows through the
sanctuary. Discharge from the headwater drainages that arise in the ravines in the eastern portion of

the Snyder Tract also flows through the sanctuary.
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Floodplain: According to the City of Poriland Flood fasurance Refe Map (FIRM), the subject
property is located in Zone C and outside any federally designated 100-year or 500-year flood zones.
Although the Rand Road Station located adjacent to this parcel to the noith reportedly flooded last

year, the Snyder Tract is higher in elevation and in a separate drainage basin.

Wetlands: A field delineation of wetlands and other waters that are under the jurisdiction of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and/or the Maine Department of Environmental Protéction (DEP)
was conducted at the site by Woodlot Alternatives, Inc. (WAI) on December 1 and 2, 1994. A wetland
delineation repori by WAI addressed to Mr. John Miichell of Mitchell and Associates dated
December 4, 1994 describes the location, extent, and characieristics of the delineated areas (Appendix
Q). According to WAL eight jurisdictional wetlands were identified and delineated on the site. Three
jurisdictional areas are associated with the ravines and abandoned canal in the east and southern
portions of the site, two wetland areas are associated with a stream in the northwest corner of the site
(at the location proposed by the Maine Turnpike Authority for a new interchange), and three isolated
wetlands are located in the Central Maine Power Company electrical transmission line right-of-way
(ROW) in the northern portion of the site (Figure 6). The DEP or the USACE has not yet verified the
1995 WAI wetland delineation. During Dames & Moore's site visit in June 1997, current site

conditions as related to these jurisdictional areas appeared to be relatively unchanged from that
described by WAL

The soil map units depicted by the Soil Survey of Cumberland Countv, Maine (USDA, 1974) in the
portion of the Snyder Tract proposed for development in the Postal Service's preliminary site
utilization plans are listed in the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service's (NRCS) county
list of hydric soils. The presence of hydric soils indicates a potential for wetlands to occur at the site.
However, hydric soils are just one of the three parameters required to determine if an area is a wetland
subject to USACE jurisdiction. The other parameters are the presence of hydrophytic vegetation and
wetland hydrological indicators as outlined in the 1978 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation

Manual. All impacts to existing wetlands would be addressed and authorized by the USACE before
siting the P&DC.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Portland West National Wetland Inventory
(NWI) map, wetlands were mapped in the portion of the site bounded by [-95 (Maine Turnpike), the

two on-site electrical transmission line ROWs, and a petroleum pipeline ROW that traverses the
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central portion of the site (Figure 6). The majority of the NWI-mapped wetlands in this portion of the
site were classified by the USFWS as Seasonally Flooded/Saturated, Broad-leaved Deciduous,
Forested (PFO1E) systems. A small area of wetland classified as Scrub-Shrub (PSS1E) was mapped
in the transmission line ROW near the northwestern corner of the property. With the exception of a
swale delineated in the northwestern portion of the site, the NWI-mapped wetlands were not

identified by the WAI wetland investigation and delineation as areas subject to USACE jurisdiction.

Wild and Scenic Rivers: According to information provided in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the
site is not near any federally designated wild and scenic waterways (16 U.S.C. §§1274-1276).

5.1.3.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the Proposed Action would increase the rate and amount of runoff from the site,
as natural vegetation would be replaced with impervious surfaces. Best Management Practices would
be employed during the construction to control soil erosion and to decrease impacts to surface water
quality. In addition, other features such as stormwater detention ponds and forested buffers to
intercept stormwater runoff, and erosion and sedimentation Best Management Plans would be
employed to protect water cjuality and prevent habitat degradation of the salt marsh aquatic habitat

at the Fore River Audubon sanctuary as a result of the Proposed Action.

A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for stormwater control is
required for the Proposed Action since more than 5 acres of land would be disturbed. An erosion and

sediment control plan would be prepared and implemented.

The discharge of dredge or fill material into wetlands and other jurisdictional waters is prohibited
without USACE authorization. Any activities that would result in the deposition of fill material into
jurisdictional waters would require a permit from the USACE pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act and/or from the DEP pursuant to the Maine Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA).
In Maine, the DEP and USACE have a joint permitting process; therefore, the DEP coordinates with

the Federal agencies in permitting projects.

Maine has a tiered system to determine the required permitting process. Projects having impact to
between 4,300 square feet and 15,000 square feet of wetlands (Tier 1) have a 30-day review time and

are not subject to wetland compensation requirements. Projects with impacts to between 15,000
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square feet and 1 acre of wetlands (Tier 2) have a 60-day review pericd. Tier 2 projecis require moie
documentaiion than Tier 1 and mitigation for projects that impact more than 20,000 square feet. To

qualify for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review, the Proposed Action must meet the following requirernents:

s Activity is not within 250 feet of a coastal wetland or great pond;
2 Activity is not within 25 feet of a river, stream, or brook;

s Activity is not within a freshwater wetland with more than 20,000 square feet of open water or
marsh vegetation under normal circumstances;

®  Activity is not within a floodplain;

s Activity is not within a wetland with significant wildlife habitat as defined and identified by the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; and

e Activity is not within peatlands.

If the Proposed Action does not meet the listed requirements, causes impacts to more than one acie
of wetlands, or, in the opinion of the DEP or USACE has the potential to cause significant impacts,

it would fall under Tier 3 review and would require an Individual Permit.

If implementation of the Proposed Action results in less than 4,300 square feet of wetland alteration
and does not occur in another protected natural resource, the project is exempt from NRPA permit

requirements. The project would not require further DEP or USACE coordination.

The DEP or the USACE has not verified the 1995 WAI wetland delineation at the Snyder Tract. The

WAI delineation or a new wetland delineation performed at the site would require verification before

DEP and USACE authorization can occur.

Postal Service policy states that impacts to wetlands should be avoided unless there are no practicable

alternatives (USPS, 1991). Specifically, Postal Service wetland policies (39 CFR 776) are:

¢ To avoid direct or indirect long- or short-term adverse impacts to wetlands;
e To preserve and enhance the natural and beneficial values of wetlands; and

¢ To minimize the destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands.
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The Postal Service constructs in a wetland only when it has been determined that there is no practical

alternative site.

For the above reasons, the jurisdictional areas delineated at the site are considered to be sensitive to
development. The Postal Service has considered the avoidance of the wetland areas in designing the

proposed facility for this site.

As indicated on the Preliminary Site Utilization (Figure 2), the proposed P&DC would not impact
identified wetlands on the Snyder Tract. The Maine Tumnpike Authority plans to construct an access
road from a proposed new interchange on I-95 to Rand Road. The Postal Service plans to coordinate

with the Maine Turnpike Authority in order to access the proposed new P&DC.

5.1.4 Prime Farmland
5.1.4.1 Existing Conditions

Elmwood fine sandy loam, O to 8 percent slopes (EmB), a soil map unit designated as meeting the
requirements for Prime Farmland by the USDA NRCS in Cumberland County, occurs in the eastern

portion of the Snyder Tract, as depicted by the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine (USDA,
1974).

5.1.4.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The Prime Farmland Soil, Elmwood fine sandy loam, is located in the eastern portion of the site (east
of the petroleum pipeline traversing the site) in the area dissected by the intermittent headwater
drainageways. Development of the area occupied by the mapped soil unit designated as a Prime
Farmland Soil may result in the permanent conversion of Prime Farmland and would require
evaluation by the NRCS and completion of a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form (Form
AD-1006). Based on the preliminary site utilization plans for the Snyder Tract (Figure 2),
development is planned for the area west of the on-site petroleum pipeline ROW, and therefore, the
proposed development is not expected to impact Prime Farmland Soils. However, according to Mr.
William Yamartino of the USDA NRCS Maine State Office, an evaluation by the NRCS and
completion of Form AD-1006 would be required at the site.
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5.1.5 Botanical Element
5.1.5.1. Existing Cenditions

The cuirent vegetation cover on the Snyder Tract, with the excepiion of the high voltage elecirical
transmission line ROWs and the peiroleum pipeline ROW that traverse the site, consists primarily
of mixed hardwood and conifer forest harvested for timber in the past five years (Figure 6). The
overstory comprises dense stands of closed canopy while other areas are more open where timber
harvesting has occurred. Common overstory trees include hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), white pine
(Pinus strobus), fir (Abies balsamea), spruce (Picea sp.), red maple (Acer rubrum), northern red oak
(Quercus rubra), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), birches (Betula spp.), and poplars (Populus spp.).
Hemlock dominate in the ravines in the eastern and southern portions of the site. The dominant
vegetation in the understory and ground cover include cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea),
interrupted fern (Osmunda claytoniana), bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinun), sensitive fern (Onoclea
sensibilis), lady fern (Athyriuwm filix-femina), meadowsweet (Spiraea alba), nannyberry (Viburnum

lentago), blueberries (Vaccinium spp.), pagoda dogwood (Cornus alternifolia), and winterberry (flex

verticillata).

Vegetation in the utility ROWs is periodically suppressed by mechanical and/or chemical means and
consists primarily of various shrub and herbaceous vegetation typical of ROWs in the region. The

previously mentioned fern species are very common in the ROWS.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas Program,
there are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered plant species listed by the

USFWS as occurring in Maine {Appendix D).

5.1.5.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

The project would replace existing natural vegetation with structural and paved impervious surfaces.
The removal of natural vegetation and its replacement by impervious surtaces would significantly
increase stormwater runoff from the site that would otherwise be intercepted and absorbed into the
ground. Retention of natural forested areas not required for the new P&DC should be considered in

the project design, and would lessen impacts to vegetation and provide filtration and absorption of

runoff from development on the site.
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5.1.6 Fish and Wildlife
5.1.6.1 Existing Conditions

Although the Snyder Tract is within the corporate limits of the city of Portland, this property contains
a natural forested community that is not heavily disturbed by current on-going human activity.
However, light industrial, residential, commercial, and transportation development are located either
adjacent to or in close proximity to the site. Although the types and numbers of wildlife utilizing the
site's habitat have not been determined, the faunal community at the Snyder Tract is probably typical

of other forested tracts of similar size that are surrounded by development in the region.

The small (3-12 feet wide and 5-15 inches deep) perennial stream located in the abandoned C&O
Canal may provide aquatic habitat for minnows (Cyprinids) and similar small fish that can adapt to
unstable conditions and rapidly recolonize available habitat. According to local residents, the portion
of the stream on the Snyder Tract occasionally dries up during periods of drought. The stream does

not appear to provide habitat for desirable game fish or other large fish.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, there
are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered animal species listed by the USFWS

as occurring in Maine (Appendix D).

5.1.6.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would alter up to 35 acres of previously logged mixed hardwood and conifer
forest within the portion of the site west of the pipeline ROW. Wildlife utilizing the site may be
displaced by the removal of habitat. Dames & Moore recommends that the future landscaping plan

recognize the loss of habitat, and to the extent feasible, restore woodland habitats.

5.2 CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
5.2.1 Historical and Archeological Resources
5.2.1.1 Existing Conditions

As required by the implementing regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation,

Dames & Moore visited the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (the State Historic Preservation

Dames & Moore 5-11 November 19, 1997

WOM_ATLAYOL wp'wiusps\sar\pertiand DRAFT2.DOC



,,,,,,,,,

Environmental Assessment Unitad Ssares Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Drafi

Office for the State of Maine) on August 27, 1997, and met with Roberi Bradley, Deputy Staie
Historic Preservation Officer. The purpose of the visit was to seek information about previous culinral
resource surveys and known sites in the project area and immediate vicinity, and about the likelihood
that historic properties would be affected by the proposed undertaking. A brief description of the
undertaking and information about site location were provided to Mr. Bradley. Under the established
procedure of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, their staff conducted a records search o
determine if any properties are known in the project area, and if it is anticipated that any sites will be
identified and potentially affected by the proposed undertaking. The State responded to this request
for information in a letter of September 5, 1997, from Earle G. Sheitleworth, Jr., State Historic
Preservation Officer (Appendix A).

The Snyder Tract project area is undeveloped forested land. No historic structures are present on the
property; no structures were identified in the examination of historic aerial photographs of the project
area that date to 1976. The Soil Survey of Cumberiand County, Maine (USDA, 1974) depicts the
majority of the property as undeveloped forest land, based on 1964 aerial photography. This pattemn

is interrupted only by recently constructed power line rights-of-way.

The nearest historic site to the Snyder Tract is the Cumberland and Oxford (C&0) Canal, portions
of which were listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 as “‘a valuable example of
Nineteenth Century cngiheering and transportation enterprise.” The Canal was designed to open the
interior of Southern Maine to development by connecting existing bodies of water with Portland
Harbor; it\operated from 1830 to about 1872. Mr. Kirk F. Mohney of the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission was interviewed about the significance of the portion of the Canal along the southern
edge of the Snyder Tract, and about the potential of the proposed Postal Service undertaking to affect
the historic value of the Canal. According to Mr. Mohney, the portion of the Canal that is located on
the Snyder Tract was not determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
Therefore, it does not warrant further consideration or protection under the regulations implementing

the National Historic Preservation Act.

More than 95 percent of archeological sites in Maine *...are habitation/workshop sites at which
Native Americans with a generalized hunter/gatherer or hunter/gatherer-horticultural economy both
lived and worked...The predictive model for habitation/workshop sites is based on the fact that over

98percent of habitation/workshop sites are located adjacent to a body of water that is navigable by
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canoe” (Maine Historic Preservation Commission, 1996). This model is complicated by the fact that
water courses have changed over time. However, because the Snyder Tract is not adjacent to a

navigable river, it is not anticipated that prehistoric archeological sites would be found there.

No historic use or occupation of the project area is known. It is not anticipated that archeological sites

dating to the historic period would be identified on the Snyder Tract.

5.2.1.2 Potential Impacts Resulting From the Proposed Action

No archeological sites are expected to be affected by the proposed undertaking. According to the
September 5, 1997, letter from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (Appendix A),
“For...Site C (Snyder, Portland) I find that there are no properties in the project impact area of
historic, architectural, or archeological significance as defined by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966". No further consideration under the National Historic Preservation Act is needed if the

Snyder Tract is selected by the Postal Service for development.

5.2.2 Local Employment and Economics

This section briefly summarizes the recent indicators of employment and economy in the vicinity of
the proposed P&DC site based on information obtained from the Greater Portland Council of

Governments (GPCOG) and the Maine Department of Labor.

5.2.2.1 Existing Conditions

According to information provided by the GPCOG (Goss, 1997), the Chamber of Commerce of the
Greater Portland Region reports that most households in the Greater Portland Region are far above
the national average for many market segments, as listed below. Furthermore, over 60 percent of the
households earn more than $30,000. The following table shows employment by trade for Cumberland

County in 1997 and estimates employment percentages for the next two decades:
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Economis Activity and Employment for Cumberland County

Percent of Workforce

Trade

1997 2007 2014
Government 11.7 11.3 11.0
Services 34.2 39.2 42.1
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 9.8 9.3 8.9
Mining <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Farming 0.4 0.3 0.3
Construction 5.6 5.4 5.4
Manufacturing 8.4 6.9 6.1
Transportation and Public Utilities 3.8 35 3.1
'Wholesale Trade 5.6 52 49
Retail Trade 20.4 18.9 18.1

Source: University of Southern Maine, REMI Model

Based on unemployment rates provided by the Maine Department of Labor (Carpentter, 1997), a

greater percentage of the Portland workforce has been employed compared to the national workforce.

The following table shows unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) for July 1997:

Unemployment Rates (not seasonally adjusted)

Unemployment Rates
Area July 1997
United States 5.0 percent
State of Maine 3.9 percent

Cumberland County

2.2 percent

Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area

2.1 percent

City of Portland

3.0 percent

Source: Maine Department of Labor
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5.2.2.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The construction of the P&DC building would result in a small boost to the local economy of the
Greater Portland Region. The construction, construction supervision, landscaping, and other
associated tasks for the expansion would result in additional short-term jobs and revenue to the area.
It is assumed that a substantial portion, if not all of this amount, would be spent in the Greater

Portland Region.

Approximately 850 employees would be relocated to the new P&DC (Burrington, 1997) and thus,
would result in a small beneficial impact on retail services in the vicinity of the Snyder Tract. Hiring

of additional staff is not anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action.

523 Land Use and Zoning Patterns
5.2.3.1 Existing Conditions

Land Use: The Snyder Tract is located on the east side of the Maine Turnpike between Brighton
Avenue and Westbrook Street in Portland, Cumberland County, Maine. The site is bordered to the
north by Pine Tree Industrial Park and other commercial facilities; to the south by Westbrook Street,
residential properties, and agricultural land; to the east by undeveloped forest land; and to the west

by the Maine Turnpike, agricultural land, and undeveloped forest land (Figure 6).

The Snyder Tract consists of undeveloped forestland. Electrical power transmission line ROWs
currently used by Central Maine Power Company traverse the northern and southern portions of the
site adjacent to property boundaries. A cleared ROW, currently utilized by the Portland Pipe Line
Corporation for a crude oil pipeline, traverses the site on a north/south orientation. A temporarily out-
of-service 18-inch pipeline and an abandoned 12-inch pipeline are located in this easement. No
transfer or pumping stations are located along the site’s portion of the pipeline. A cleared ROW,
currently the location of a Portland Water District 16-inch water main, is present along the eastern

property boundary (Figure 6).

Portland Trails, a non-profit urban land conservation organization dedicated to creating a network of
trails and greenways within the city limits of Portland, is currently proposing a trail loop in the Snyder
Tract area that would link trails in the Fore River Audubon Sanctuary with a proposed trail on the

southern side of the Stroudwater River. The abandoned Cumberland and Oxford Canal, of which a
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portion is locaied along the souihern edge of the Snyder Tract, may provide a suiiable rouie for the

proposed frail.

Past Uses of the Site: At the time of the Phase I Environmential Siie Assessment (Dames & Moore,
1997a), Mr. Jason A. Snyder (one of the current owners of the property) said that the tract was
undeveloped forest land prior to 1976 and selective timber harvesting occurred at the site between
1993 and 1997. It is possible that petroleumn products were used and/or stored on the site during
timbering operations; however, Mr. Snyder reported no knowledge of any environmental concerns

at the Snyder Tract (Dames & Moore, July 1997a).

Zoning: The Snyder Tract is currently zoned “Moderate Impact Industrial Zone” (I-M and I-Mb) for
the following uses: low impact industrial uses; research, development, and back office uses; building
contractors, construction, and engineering services; wholesale trade; warehousing and distribution
facilities; intermodal transportation facilities and terminals; repair services; indoor amusement or
recreational centers; plant and iree nurseries; lumber yards; commercial kitchens/food preparation;
recycling facilities; food and seafood processing for human consumption; {enclosed) municipal or
regional solid waste disposal facilities; day-care facilities; dairies; utility substations; correctional pre-
release facilities for up to 12 persons, plus staff; and incidental accessory uses. Setbacks and space
regulations for property zoned “I-M” and “I-Mb” include one foot for each one foot of building height
(up to 25 feet) for front, side, and rear yards. The maximum building height is 75 feet, and the

maximum impervious ratio is 75 percent (City of Portland Zoning Regulations, 1997).

The “Moderate Impact Industrial” zones are intended to provide zones in the areas of the city of
Portland in which light-and moderate-impact industries and transportation-related uses would coexist.
The “I-M” zones are located on arterials or collectors. The “I-Mb” zones are similarly located on the
peninsula. These locations provide for direct access onto arterials, thereby protecting residential
neighborhoods from drive-through traffic. The "I-M" and "I-Mb" zones are also intended to provide
for larger industrial buildings and for the limited or controlled use of areas outside of structures for

storage of materials and machinery (City of Portland Zoning Regulations, 1997).

Two high-voltage transmission lines ROWs located in the Central Maine Power Company easement

presently traverse the northern and southern property boundaries.
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Environmental Condition of Existing Buildings on Site: No buildings presently occupy the

property and none has reportedly been located onsite in the past.

5.2.3.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Land Use and Zoning: Implementation of the Proposed Action at the Snyder Tract would not result
in adverse impacts to land use and zoning patterns. Accordihg to the City of Portland Zoning
Regulations (1997), the use of the Snyder site as a P&DC facility is a conforming use for the present
zoning designation (“I-M” and “I-Mb”) of the property.

It is recommended that the design of P&DC consider the location of the pipeline to avoid building

over it.

Residential Development and Aesthetic Considerations: The site is located in an area zoned for
industrial use. The new P&DC would most likely be constructed in similar style to the structures
currently located in the site vicinity, and thus would not pose a significant visual impact. Retention

of trees on portions of the site not required by the P&DC would mitigate potential visual impacts.

The construction of the new P&DC at the Snyder Tract would not preclude the establishment of
Portland Trails' proposed trail loop linking the Fore River Audubon Sanctuary with a proposed trail
along the Stroudwater River. The abandoned Cumberland and Oxford Canal in the southern portion
of the site could provide a corridor to be used as a route for the proposed trail loop that, with the

retention of a forested buffer, would mitigate potential visual impacts.

Industrial Potential: The Proposed Action does not conflict with the potential industrial

development in the area, as it would be constructed on property currently zoned for industrial use.

5.24 Transportation

This section identifies the metropolitan and local access to the Snyder Tract as well as existing levels
of traffic in the site vicinity. Additionally, this section assesses the potential impacts to traffic

associated with constructing and operating a new Portland P&DC at this site.
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5.2.4.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder Tract is located on the east side of the Maine Turnpike between Brighton Avetue and
Westbrook Street in Poriland, between Exits 7 and 8 of the Maine Turnpike (Figures 1, 5, and ). The

site is located approximately 3.5 miles northwest of the existing P&DC site.

Because the Snyder Tract is undeveloped, there is currently no direct road access (o the site.
According to the Maine Turnpike Authority, a new turnpike interchange is planned at or near the
northwest corner of the site, between Exits 7 and 8. A preliminary design for this interchange is
underway at this time; however, because of the potential wetlands impacts at this location (see
Section 5.1.3), the Turnpike Authority must coordinate activities with the USACE. Final writien
authorization of the Turnpike Authority’s design from the USACE can take up to one year to receive.
Therefore, construction of the interchange would probably not be completed until the year 20600. With
the new interchange in place, the Snyder Tract would have direct access to the Maine Turnpike for
both north- and southbound traffic (Griffin, 1997). Without the new interchange, the route from the

site to the nearest exit of the Maine Turnpike (Exit 8) is approximately 2 miles along Rand Road and

Brighton Avenue.

Traffic Levels: Current traffic counts are available for Exits 7 and 8 of the Maine Turnpike. Between
January 1997 and May 1997, inclusive, the average traffic throngh Exit 7 was 18,745 vehicles per
day, while the average traffic at Exit 8 was 19,483 vehicles per day (Maine Turnpike Authority,
1997b). Traffic projections for the proposed new Westbrook interchange estimate average daily traffic
at the exchange to be between 9,500 and 11,400 vehicles per day (T.Y. Lin International, 1992).

Traffic counts are also available for Brighton Avenue in the vicinity of the site. A study measuring
westbound traffic volume on Brighton Avenue west of Devon Street (approximately 3,000 feet east
of the turnpike) was conducted from July 3 to July 5, 1996. The results indicated the average daily
westbound traffic was 12,299 vehicles .per day, with peak hours occurring at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
A study measuring eastbound traffic volumes was conducted on July 8 through July 10, 1996, for
Brighton Avenue just west of the turnpike. The results indicated the average daily eastbound traffic
was 20,786 vehicles per day, with peak hours occurring at 4:30 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. (Portland Traffic
Engineering Division, 1996).
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In addition, tuming movement counts were conducted at the intersection of Rand Road and Brighton
Avenue in July 1996 and September 1996. On July 15, 1996, 3,293 vehicles passed through this
intersection between 7:00 and 8:00 a.m., while 2,468 vehicles passed through the intersection
between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. On September 23, 1996, a total of 7,781 vehicles passed through the
Rand Road/Brighton Avenue intersection between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.; the hourly traffic flow
remained fairly even during this time period (Portland Traffic Engineering Division, 1996).

Traffic Safety: There are currently no known traffic problems associated with the city streets
surrounding the Snyder site (USPS, 1997b). However, according to the City of Portland Public Works
Department (Cote, 1997), the traffic on Brighton Avenue and Westbrook Street does tend to get
congested during peak hours (7:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.).

Public Transportation Availability: Public transportation is available in the Portland area between
5:30 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., but not within close proximity to the Snyder site. The closest bus service
is located between 0.5 to 0.75 mile from the site (USPS, 1997b). Due to the limited hours of
availability and the distance from the site, no employees are expected to use public transportation (bus

service) to ride to and from the site.

5.2.4.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

P&DC Traffic: A total of 850 employees would work (over seven days and over three 8'%-hour shifts
or tours) at the new Portland P&DC. On the first shift, which would start at 11 p.m., 29 percent of
the employees would work, 24 percent of the employees would start work at 7 a.m., and the remaining
employees (47 percent) would begin work at 3 p.m.. According to Postal Service personnel, the best
way to estimate the daily employee complement at the P&DC would be to divide the total number
of employees by six, multiply this result by five, and account for another 15 percent of the employees
off due to leave (Burrington, 1997). Using this method, an estimated 602 employees would be on site
each day. If each employee is assumed to drive to work alone via his or her own vehicle, and stay on-
site for lunch (Burrington, 1997), then commuting postal employees could contribute as many as
1,204 vehicle trips to the surrounding area daily. Most of this traffic (approximately 427 trips) would

be concentrated during the mid-afternoon hours (3 p.m.).

In addition, approximately 200 more vehicle trips are expected to be associated with operation of the

new facility each day, consisting of 160 highway contract vehicle trips and 40 trips associated with
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other business (Burrington, 1997). Most of this traffic would be concentraied between 5:00 a.m. and
6:00 a.m., and between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.. When added to the commuier trips mentioned earlier,

the new Portland P&DC could contribute as many as 1,404 vehicle trips o the surrounding area daily.

No retail service or post office box service would be available at the new Portland P&DC site;

therefore, customer traffic is expected to be minimal.

A new P&DC at the Snyder site would shift postal-related traffic from the Northwest Annex, the
South Portland Carrier Annex, the Rand Road Station, and the Quarry Road warehouse facilities to
the new P&DC location and to the location of the Portland Main Post Office (the existing P&DC).
All traffic associated with processing and distribution operations at the existing P&DC would also

shift to the new P&DC. This traffic would include carrier traffic, transport trucks, and highway

contract vehicles.

According to Postal Service personnel (Sterling, 1997), delivery trucks travelling to and from the new
P&DC would most likely use the nearest access to the highway system. If the new turnpike
interchange is constructed, there would be direct access to the Maine Turnpike. Without the new
interchange, trucks would travel along Rand Road and Brighton Avenue to Exit 8 of the turnpike.
According to Postal Service personnel (Burrington, 1997), only one of the highway contract vehicles
(delivery trucks) would travel directly from the facility towards downtown Portland (i.e., east on
Brighton Avenue). A total of 16 vehicle trips associated with other postal business would travel

between downtown and the P&DC, and thus, on Brighton Avenue, per day (Burrington, 1997).

However, commuter traffic associated with the operation of a new P&DC at the Snyder Tract has the
potential to impact traffic conditions on Brighton Avenue and the Rand Road/Brighton Avenue
intersection, particularly if the new turnpike interchange is not constructed. These areas are heavily
traveled and the intersection in particular tends to get congested during the mid-afternoon hours.
Therefore, Dames & Moore recommends a traffic study be performed to more fully assess the impact

that the proposed P&DC would have on traffic congestion in the vicinity of the site.

Construction Traffic: Construction of the new Portland P&DC would require the presence of
additional vehicles at the site during construction. Construction-related traffic would be transient in

nature and therefore is not expected to significantly impact overall traffic conditions.
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52.5 Noise
5.2.5.1 Existing Conditions

Noise: The adjoining properties of the Snyder Tract are primarily light industrial, residential or
agriculture in nature. Pine Tree Industrial Park abuts the tract to the north. Residential and
agricultural properties occupy the areas south of the tract. To the east is undeveloped, forested land.

I-95 (Maine Tumpike) borders the site to the west and further west of the interstate is undeveloped

agricultural land.

Based on observations made by Mr. Michael Breiner of Dames & Moore during a site visit in June
1997, the main sources of noise in the project area appear to be vehicular traffic associated with I-95
and Pine Tree Industrial Park and air traffic from the Portland International Jetport. The airport is
located approximately 1 mile southeast of the site. Traffic noise from I-95 and the adjacent industrial
park is of a relatively low to moderate level. Additionally, traffic noise is consistently generated from

1-95 and, as such, is generally part of the background noise at the site.

Sensitive Receptors: The area surrounding the Snyder Tract is occupied by residential, agricultural
and light industrial properties. The residential properties located along the north side of Westbrook

Street, south of the tract’s southern boundary (Figure 6) are the closest sensitive receptors.

5.2.5.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

Construction and operation of a new P&DC at the Snyder Tract is not anticipated to result in a
significant increase in exterior noise. The majority of the noise associated with the operation of the
future P&DC would be generated from the movement of facility vehicles. The type of noise generated

from postal operations and traffic would be comparable to traffic noise from I-95 and the neighboring

industrial park.

Construction of the P&DC would also require some trees to be removed, thereby decreasing the

effectiveness of the natural sound barrier at the tract.

Noise Impacts During Construction: Construction-related noise would result from the Proposed
Action. Other than delivery of the building materials and concrete, the noise anticipated from the

proposed construction should be similar to that associated with residential construction. Blasting of
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rock during construction is not anticipated since the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine

(USDA, 1974), indicated that depih to bedrock is greater than 5 feet for soils mapped ai the tract.

Exterior Postal Operations: The majority of posial operations would occur inside the P&DC
building. However, traffic and, therefore, noise are expected to increase in the area as a resuli of the
conversion of a portion of the site from woodland to a developed and operational postal facility. As
stated earlier in Section 5.2.4, approximately 160 highway contract vehicle (i.e., delivery trucks) trips
would be associated with the daily operation of the new P&DC. If the arrival and departure times of
the vehicles are similar to their schedule at the existing P&DC (Sterling, 1997), then approximately
38 percent (61 trips) of the trips would cccur between 12:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m., 26 percent (42 trips)
would occur between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., and 36 percent (57 trips) would occur between 3:00
p.m. and 12:00 a.m. Thus, the majority of the truck traffic to and from the new facility would occur
during the evening and at night. However, this traffic would funnel through the industrial area located

north of the site rather than through the residential area located along Westbrook Street.

Once at the P&DC, trucks would drive to, maneuver, and park along the plaiform on the eastern side
of the P&DC. After parking, generated noise would be limited to the loading of mail onto the trucks
from the inside of the facility. The Preliminary Site Utilization for the Snyder Tract (Figure 2)
proposes development of the western portion of the site. The nearest sensitive noise receptors
(residents) are located at least 500 feet southeast of the proposed truck maneuvering and platform
area, lessening the noise impact from the P&DC. The distance from the active portion of the site and

the infrequency of truck trips during nighttime hours is not expected to be a significant noise impact

to the area's residents.
The P&DC would be a conforming land usage for the site, which is zoning for industrial use.

Mitigative Measures: Although of a temporary nature, construction noise can be minimized for off-

site and on-site receptors by the following mitigative measures:

» Managing construction to limit significant noises to between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

e To lessen the potential noise impact to construction workers, construction workers involved in

daily operations on or around heavy equipment would wear ear protective safety equipment such
as ear plugs or muffs.
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5.2.6 Air Quality
5.2.6.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder Tract is currently undeveloped forested land. The area nearby is mainly residential or

undeveloped. No large sources of air emissions were identified in the immediate area. The major

source of air emissions in the area is vehicles.

The Maine DEP does not operate any ambient air quality monitoring stations in the immediate
vicinity of the Snyder Tract. Therefore, no monitoring data exist for use in comparing air quality
conditions among the three sites. Carbon monoxide concentrations are not considered a concern in
the Portland area, and DEP does not operate a monitor for carbon monoxide in the Portland area.
Further, the DEP reported that the EPA had conducted a short-term carbon monoxide study in the

Portland area and found that carbon monoxide concentrations were at very low levels.

5.2.6.2 Air Quality Attainment Status

The Snyder Tract is located in Cumberland County. The EPA classifies Cumberland County as part
of a “moderate” non-attainment area for ozone. [Ozone is not emitted from vehicles, but is formed
from the photochemical reaction of precursor pollutants, primarily nitrogen oxides (NO,) and volatile
organic compounds (VOC), which are emitted from vehicles]. Special permitting requirements are
needed for major stationary sources of VOC and NO, located in ozone non-attainment areas. (Major
stationary sources in areas of Maine classified as “moderate” are sources with emissions greater than

50 tons per year of VOC or 100 tons per year of NO,.)

Ozone is a pollutant of regional concern, and ozone concentrations would not be expected to vary
substantially from one proposed site to another, on average. Emissions directly attributable to vehicle

trips generated by the Postal Service facility are not expected to have a significant effect on regional

ozone levels.

5.2.6.3 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

Construction-Related Air Quality Impacts: The major air quality impacts associated with
construction of the proposed building are those associated with emissions from the operation of

construction equipment, the vehicles used to deliver building materials, and the paving of the
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driveways and parking and mancuvering arcas. Emissions from gasoline- and diesel-cperaied
machines are expected to be minimal. Fugitive dust emissions resulting from grading, paving, and
other consiruciion activities are also expecied to be minor. Construction air impacts are considered

insignificant due to the relatively small magnitude of the impacts and the temporary nature of the

construction activities.

Air Quality Impacts During Operation: The primary emissions associated with the proposed
facility are emissions from motor vehicles and emissions from natural gas-fired boilers. The
preliminary facility design includes two natural gas-fired boilers that are estimated to have a

combined heat input capacity of 1.5 million British thermal units per hour (Btu/hour) (Traexler,
1997).

Air Permits: Construction and use of the proposed P&DC do not require air permii(s) from the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP). According to Sarah Anderson (1997), the
MDEP also does not require air quality permits for mobile sources (vehicles). Other than emissions
associated with the natural gas-fired boilers, no stationary source air emissions are expected from the
facility. MDEP allows for natural gas-fired fuel-burning equipment to be exempt from air quality
permitting if the total heat input capacity of the equipment is less than 10 million Btu/hour. The

proposed boilers at the P&DC would be below this capacity at an estimated 1.5 million Btu/hour.

Air Quality Impacts Related to Traffic: Traffic data from January through May 1997 were available
for Exits 7 and 8 of the Maine Turnpike. The average traffic through Exit 7 is 18,745 vehicles per day,
and the average traffic through Exit 8 is 19,483 vehicles per day. The total number of vehicle trips

generated by the P&DC operation is estimated to be about 1,404 trips per day.

The emissions of most interest for the proposed facility are emissions from vehicles. Related to
vehicular emissions, the pollutants of most interest are carbon monoxide from a local impact
standpoint and ozone from a regional standpoint. Based on the available information, the increase in
traffic due to the proposed facility is expected to have only a minor impact on air quality in

comparison with current traffic volume in the area.

Conformity: Federal actions (other than transportation projects) in ozone non-attainment areas must

be reviewed for applicability of "general conformity" requirements [40 Code of Federal Regulation
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(CFR) 51, subpart W]. The purpose of the general conformity rules is to assure that Federal actions
are consistent with state implementation plans and would not increase the frequency or severity of
an existing air quality standards non-attainment condition or delay attainment of standards. To gain
this assurance, Federal actions are subject to a conformity determination unless project emissions are

below defined threshold levels or the project is otherwise considered exempt.

The threshold emission level for moderate ozone non-attainment areas is 100 tons per year of either

VOC or NO,. These thresholds apply to the sum of direct and indirect emissions.

No indirect VOC or NO, emissions are expected to result from the Proposed Action. Direct VOC and
NO, emissions from the proposed project are primarily mobile source emissions from the vehicles
entering and leaving the P&DC and emissions from the proposed boilers. Total vehicle and boiler
VOC and NO, emissions attributable to the expansion should be well below the 100-ton-per-year

threshold. Therefore, a conformity determination is not considered necessary for the proposed project.

5.2.6.4 Recommended Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are believed necessary due to operation of the proposed postal facility.
However, during facility construction, if fugitive dust emissions on egress routes become excessive,

housekeeping steps should be implemented to remove mud and soil tracked onto the adjacent

roadways.

5.2.7 Population Trends and Housing
5.2.7.1 Existing Conditions

The existing P&DC in downtown Portland serves an estimated 720,000 customers which, according
to the FPC (USPS, 1997a), is approximately 60 percent of the State of Maine’s population. Based on
information issued by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the population of Maine increased by 1.3
percent, from 1,227,928 in April 1990 to 1,243,316 in July 1996 (1997a). The U.S. Census expects

the total Maine population to increase by approximately 181,000 people over the next three decades
(1997b).

The Snyder Tract is located in the city of Portland in Cumberland County. Based on the 1990 Census

estimates, Portland has a population of approximately 63,228 and Cumberland County has a
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population of 243,135 (Allen, 1997). According to thie U.S. Census, the population of Cumnberland
County increased by 3.3 percent, from 243,135 in April 1990 to 251,087 it July 1996 (Maich 1997).

The Greater Portland Region embodies a total population of approximaiely 260,000.

5.2.7.2 Potential impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The Postal Service anticipates that up to 850 employees would be reassigned to the new P&DC as
a result of the proposed construction (Burrington, 1997). The employees are not expected to add to
the local population since the existing P&DC in downtown Portland and associated postal facilities,

and the proposed site are located within 5 miles of each other. Thus, no additional housing would be

needed as a result of the Proposed Action.

Construction of a new P&DC would have minimal impacts on population trends and housing since
construction would be short term and would most likely use local construction firms. Also, there are

no plans to hire additional staff at the new P&DC following the completion of the proposed
construction.
5.2.8 Relocation of Employees, Residences, and Businesses

5.2.8.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder Tract is presently undeveloped and, as such, no businesses or residences occupy the site.

The site is located within 5 miles of the existing downtown P&DC.

5.2.8.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The proposed construction would not result in a relocation of businesses or residences from the

Snyder Tract since it is presently undeveloped.

Approximately 850 employees would be relocated to the proposed P&DC (Bummngton, 1997).
Implementation of the Proposed Action at the Snyder Tract would not require employees to relocate

their residences since the tract is located within 5 miles of the existing P&DC and other associated

postal facilities.
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5.29 Community Services
5.2.9.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder Tract is located in the city of Portland. As such, it has easy access to community services

such as restaurants, medical services, commercial-retail facilities, and police/fire protection.

Access and Distance to Restaurants/Services: The nearest restaurants and hotels are located
approximately 1 mile north of the Snyder Tract along Brighton Avenue, Portland/Main Street,
Westbrook (Brighton Avenue turns into Main Street at the Maine Turnpike) (MapBlast!, 1997).
Downtown Portland and the Old Port district of Portland, located approximately 3.5 miles southeast
of the Snyder Tract, offer the services of a variety of hotels, shops and restaurants. Community
facilities, such as, the Chamber of Commerce of the Greater Portland Region, the Cumberland County
Courthouse, the Cumberland County Civic Center, and the Portland International Ferry Terminal are
also located in downtown Portland (DeLorme, 1997). The site has easy access to the Portland

International Jetport, which is located approximately 1 mile southeast of the tract.

Access and Distance to Hospitals: The closest medical facilities are the Westbrook Community
Hospital, located approximately 2.5 miles northwest of the tract in the town of Westbrook (40 Park
Road), and Brighton Medical Center Emergency Services, located approximately 2.5 miles northeast
in the city of Portland (335 Brighton Avenue) (DeLorme, 1997; MapBlast!, 1997). Maine Medical
Center (22 Bramhall Street) and Mercy Hospital (144 State Street) are located in downtown Portland,
approximately 3.5 miles east of the Snyder Tract (DeLorme, 1997; NYNEX, 1996).

Emergency Services, Fire and Police Protection: 911 emergency service is available for police, fire
and medical services. The Westbook Fire and Police Departments are located approximately 2.5 miles
northwest of the Snyder Tract (MapBlast!, 1997). The South Portland Fire Department is equally
accessible and is located approximately 2.5 miles southeast of the tract (MapBlast!, 1997). The
Greater Portland Area is reportedly adequately staffed with fire, police and emergency medical service
personnel (Burrington, 1997).

5.2.9.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

As previously stated, the proposed construction of a new P&DC is not expected to significantly add

to the local area population. Thus, there is no additional need for community services such as medical
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care, fire protection or police proteciion. No additional services are expecied (o0 be required during
the construciion activitics. No significant negative impacis to the local area community facilities and

services would occur.

5.2.10 Utilities
5.2.10.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder site is currently undeveloped, and thus no utilities are present on the site.

5.2.10.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Al utilities must be extended to the Snyder site. The nearest locations of the utilities needed on site

(based on a preliminary project design) are described below.

Water: Public water service stops approximately 350 feet short of the Maine Tumnpike on Westbrook
Street. A 42-inch water main is located on the norther side of the site by Pine Tree Industrial Park,
and a 16-inch water main runs along the eastern property line of the site. Either of these water mains

can be used to extend public water service to the site (Portland Water District, 1997).

Sewer: The city of Portland provides public sewer service to the Portland area. The nearest sewer
line is an 8-inch line located in Westbrook that stops at Swan Street. A manhole exists at the end of
the Fore River interceptor line, which runs along the southern portion of the Snyder property. It may

be possible to use this manhole to extend gravity sewer to serve the site (Mitchell and Associates,

1997).

Natural gas: Six-inch natural gas lines are present in Brighton and Westbrook, with the most likely
connection location for the site at Westbrook. According to a representative from Northern Utilities,
if there is a significantly large customer demand to offset the cost of extending service, then Northern

Utilities would extend natural gas service to the site at no cost to the customer (Northern Utilities,
1997).

Electricity: Three-phase electrical service currently exists on Brighton Avenue and Rand Road. The

costs to extend service to the site would depend upon the projected customer demand (Central Maine

Power, 1997).
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Two high-voltage transmission lines ROWs located in the Central Maine Power Company easement
presently traverse the northemn and southern property boundaries. An electromagnetic field is created
by current flowing through a conductor, the strength of which is dependent on the amount of current
and the distance from the conductor. A direct measurement of the electromagnetic fields generated
by these high-voltage transmission lines will be completed by mid-November 1997 (Bartlett, 1997).

An analysis of the electromagnetic radiation generated by the high-voltage power will be included

in the final version of this assessment.

Telephone: Telephone service in the Portland area is provided by NYNEX. Although specific
connection information has been requested by the Postal Service, a response has not yet been

received. However, it can be assumed that adequate telephone service can be provided at the site.

5.2.11 Energy Requirements and Conservation
5.2.11.1 Existing Conditions

The Snyder Tract is presently undeveloped and, thus, no buildings exist at the site.

5.2.11.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Energy conservation would be considered in the facility design. New automated equipment would
be incorporated into the P&DC in a manner that would conserve energy. Consideration would also

be given to utilizing energy-saving light bulbs throughout the new P&DC.
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6.0 EVALUATION OF IMPACTS - SCARBOROUGH DOWNS
TRACT ALTERNATIVE

This section describes the existing environment, the anticipated environmental impacts associated

with the Proposed Action, as well as suggested measures to mitigate potentially adverse impacts.

6.1 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
6.1.1 Topography
6.1.1.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough, Maine area is located in the coastal lowland section of the New England
Physiographic Province. The coastal lowland is an area of low relief with isolated hills representing
a glacially eroded peneplain. These lowlands occur at elevations below 500 feet above mean sea level
(msl). This area is bounded to the west by the boundary mountains and the central foothills and to the
east by the Atlantic Ocean.

Review of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute Prouts Neck, Maine Quadrangle
Map (1957, photorevised 1970 and 1978 [Figure 7]) indicates that the elevations at the site range
from approximately 40 to 60 feet msl. Based upon aerial photographs, interviews and other data
presented in the Phase I Report (Dames & Moore, 1996a), the site topography has remained virtually

unchanged for at least the last 40 or 50 years.

The site topography gently slopes to the north (Figure 7). The majority of the site is very gently sloped
such that surface water drains into adjacent wetlands and rutted woods roads which ultimately drain
to the Nonesuch River to the north or Scottow Bog (and Mill Brook) to the east and southeast. Both

surface water bodies drain to the Atlantic Ocean within 5 miles of the site.

The proposed development portion of the site consists of a level undeveloped wooded area adjacent

to on-site and off-site forested wetlands (Figure 8).
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3.1.1.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The area of the proposed development is relatively flat with an average elevation of approximately
40 feet msl. The proposed building would not significantly impact the existing site contours and
would not require excessive site development costs to bring the site to grade. However, the flat
sopography may tequire additional surface water contiol structures due to the expected slow drainage

of the area. The flat topography may also necessitate a pumping lift station for a sewer line from the

facility.

6.1.2 Geology and Soils
6.1.2.1 Existing Conditions

Site Characteristics: As previously stated, the Scarborough Downs Tract is located in the coastal
lowland section of the New England Physiographic Province. The coastal lowland in the site area
contains weakly metamorphosed sedimentary and volcanic rocks of the Casco Bay Group which is
of Ordovician to Precambrian Age. This group includes the Cape Elizabeth Formation, the Spring
Point Formation, and the Scarborough Formation. The Cape Elizabeth Formation is interbedded pelite
and sandstone that has been metamorphosed into various schists. The Spring Point Formation is
metamorphosed volcanic rocks which occur as phyllites, gneisses and schists. The Scarborough

Formation is a chlorite-muscovite phyllite.

In the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine [United Sates Department of Agriculture (USDA),
1974], the soils at the site were identified as Windsor loamy sands with O to 8 percent slopes and
Saugatuck loamy sand. Windsor soils consist of deep, excessively-drained, rapidly permeable sandy
soils that developed on old sandy beaches, deltas and terraces. A limitation of these soils is that they
may present a slight to moderate erosion hazard when disturbed. Saugatuck soils consist of deep,
poorly drained, nearly level, coarse-textured soils. The Scarborough Downs Tract site is the
representative profile for these soils. Limitations to these soils are severe or very severe due to the

high water table. Made land (i.e., fill) is also mapped along the east side of the site.

According to the log for a test boring located along the Maine Turnpike near the site, soils were 96
feet thick at that location [Maine Geological Survey (MGS), 1979]. On-site soils are mapped as the

Presumpscot Formation, a glaciomarine deposit formed during the retreat of the continental glacier
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from the area during the Quaternary Period. The Presumpscot Formation generally comprises silt and
clay-sized materials, with lessor amounts of sand. This formation is typically poorly drained and the

soils may have limited bearing capacities.

Subsurface Conditions, Impediments to Development: The site is currently undeveloped. No

geologic impediments to development were identified during this assessment.

Presence of Faults and Folds: The site is located in the Norumbega Fault Zone. At least five faults
are located within 5 miles of the site. These faults developed as part of the Taconic Orogeny of late
Ordovician Age and are generally considered inactive, although several minor earthquakes have been
historically located along the Flying Point Fault less than 5 miles north of the site. The site lies in the

middle of a series of synclines and anticlines that are unnamed.

Seismic Hazard Potential: The Scarborough, Maine area is relatively free of seismic events. While
seismic activity is not considered to be a major threat to the site area, the area has a moderate
earthquake hazard. The probabilistic earthquake accelerations (90 percent probability) that may occur

with a frequency of 50 years or 250 years are 8 percent and 17 percent of gravity, respectively (USGS,
1990).

Radon: Cumberland County, Maine has radon in excess of 4.0 picoCuries per liter (pC/L) of air (4.0

pCVL is the EPA-recommended action level for residences) in over 50 percent of the buildings tested.

Potential for Site Contamination: Based upon review of aerial photography and vicinity
reconnaissance, the subject property and the surrounding area consist largely of commercial,

residential and light industrial properties interspersed with forested and agricultural land.

Geoprobe testing of on-site soils near the northwest boundary of the site (adjacent to an active
junkyard) indicate petroleum impacts. Petroleum and solvent impacts to site groundwater have also
been confirmed in this same area. On-site waste control practices historically appear to have been an
issue from Scarborough Downs. The Phase I Report prepared by Dames & Moore identified several

potential or suspect waste disposal areas (Dames & Moore, 1996a).
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6.1.2.2 Potential impacts Resulting frem the Proposed Action

The Proposed Action should not adversely impact the site soil/geology. However, several factors

should be considered at the siie, as follows:

»  Additional information regarding the characteristics and load-bearing capacities of the on-site soils
(including the Presumpscot Formation and the fill material mapped by the USGS along the eastern
property boundary) should be obtained prior to designing a building for the site.

» The Postal Service should communicate and coordinate with the Maine DEP to evaluate whether
corrective action is required for the contarninated soils and groundwater.

» Local flooding could occur, particularly in on-site areas with Saugatck soils, along the
Scarborough Downs Access Road and Payne Road.

s Natural woodland vegetation should be retained and protected where possible to provide
maximum evapotranspiration.

s Based upon discussions with the Maine Radon Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Coordinator (Stillwell,
1997), radon control measures should be considered in building design. Positive-pressure
ventilation systems have been successful in mitigating radon in Jarge buildings such as schools.

6.1.3 Hydrology/Water Quality

6.1.3.1 Existing Conditions

Local Groundwater: The transport of groundwater in the Scarborough, Maine area is predominantly
through two separate but interconnected water-bearing zones. A shallow water-bearing zone often
occurs within the water-deposited sediments above bedrock, and a deeper zone can occur within the

underlying bedrock. The sediments on top of the bedrock comprise the surficial aquifer in the subject

property area.

Groundwater in the surficial aquifer occurs in the interstitial pore spaces between the individual
grains comprising the sediments. Groundwater in this zone typically occurs under water table
conditions with groundwater flow being from topographic highs (recharge areas) to topographic lows
(discharge areas). The site is located on a mapped sand and gravel aquifer capable of yielding 10 to

50 gallons per minute (MGS, 1979).
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The occurrence and movement of groundwater in the underlying bedrock is controlled by pore space,
joints, fractures, and faults within the bedrock. Groundwater within this deeper zone can occur under
both confined and unconfined conditions. Because groundwater occurrence and movement are
partially controlled by the distribution of structural openings in the bedrock, it is difficult to predict

groundwater movement in this deeper zone, particularly on a small scale.

Aquifer Recharge Areas: Recharge to the aquifer basin in the Scarborough area is by surface water
infiltration through the overlying sediment. However, due to the relatively flat topography and

mapped low permeability soils, the rate of infiltration is expected to be slow.

Depth to Groundwater: Based upon Geoprobe borings, wetland delineation activities and site

observation, groundwater is present at depths ranging from less than 1 foot to up to 8 feet below

ground surface.

Water Retention Requirements: Since the site is currently undeveloped woodland, water retention

is not required at the site at this time.

Site Surface Drainage: The relatively flat, existing terrain at the Scarborough Downs Tract is gently
sloping to the north. Runoff from the central portion of the site considered for development does not
appear to readily drain from the area. Wetlands appear limited to the site area located along the
Scarborough Downs Access Road. However, due to flat topography throughout most of the site,

stormwater control and retention should be addressed in the project design.

Streams or Lakes: Based on review of the USGS Prouts Neck, Maine 7.5-minute Topographic

Quadrangle map (USGS, 1978), no streams or lakes are associated with the site.

Floodplain: According to the Town of Scarborough Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), the subject

property is located in Zone C and not in any federally designated 100-year or 500-year flood zones.

Wetlands: Figure 9 depicts the approximate location of wetland boundaries as identified in a Phase I
Environmental Site Assessment Update Report (Dames & Moore, July 15, 1997b). In addition, two
proposed lot configurations (Figures 10 and 11) are depicted that would maximize the use of available
upland areas and minimize tmpacts to forested wetland areas on the site. In both Option 1 and

Option 2 configurations, wetland areas were identified adjacent to the Scarborough Downs Access
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Road. Opiion I includes fewer wetland areas along its southem boundary than in Option 2. Weilands
weie also identified north and south of the eastern portion of the both optional configurations,

separaied by upland terrain.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Prouts Neck National Wetland Inventory
(NWT) map, wetlands were mapped in the southern portion of the site between the parking area for
the Scarborough Downs racetrack and the Downs Access Road (this area is excluded from both
optional conﬁgurétions). These NWI mapped wetlands were classified by the USFWS as Saturated,
Needle-leaved Evergreen, Broad-leaved Deciduous, Forested (PFO4/1B), Seasonally
Flooded/Saturaied, Broad-leaved Deciduous, Scrub-Shrub (PSS1E), and excavated, Permanently
Flooded, Unconsolidated Bottom (PUBHX) systems. The NWI-mapped wetlands are included in the

area identified as wetlands in the Dames & Moore report referenced above (Figure 9).

Wild and Scenic Rivers: According to information provided in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the

site is not near any federally designated wild and scenic waterways (16 U.S.C.A §§1274-1276).

6.1.3.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the Proposed Action would increase the rate and amount of runoff from the site,
as the natural vegetation would be replaced with impervious surfaces. Best Management Practices

would be employed during the construction to control soil erosion and to decrease impacts to surface

water quality.

A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is required for the Proposed
Action since more than 5 acres of land is being disturbed. An erosion and sediment control plan

would be prepared and implemented.

The discharge of dredge or fill material into wetlands and other jurisdictional waters is prohibited
without U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and Maine Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) authorization. Any activities that would result in the deposition of fill material into
jurisdictional waters would require a permit from the USACE pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act and/or from the DEP pursuant to the Maine Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA).
In Maine, the DEP and USACE have a joint permitting process; therefore, the DEP coordinates with

the Federal agencies in permitting projects.
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Maine’s tiered wetland permitting process system and the Postal Service policy regarding wetlands

are described in Section 5.1.3.2.

The Postal Service considered the location of on-site wetland areas in the proposed site layout. If the
access road connected to Downs Access Road is located to minimize the wetland footprint, it would
probably qualify for Tier 1 review with no mitigation required. The proposed employee vehicle access
road shown on the Preliminary Site Utilization (Figure 3) could be moved further south to traverse

a narrower portion of the on-site wetlands to minimize the impacts of the access road on wetlands.

The Proposed Action would not adversely affect the occurrence or flow of groundwater at the
Scarborough Downs Tract. However, due to anticipated drainage issues, surface water recharge may
need to be diverted in some areas, potentially resulting in a minor and very local shift in groundwater
flow direction. Petroleum- and solvent-impacted groundwater is not expected to affect site

development, but may need to be addressed from a regulatory perspective to minimize potential future

liability issues.

6.1.4  Prime Farmland
6.1.4.1 Existing Conditions

Soil map units designated as meeting the requirements for Prime Farmland in Cumberland County

by the NRCS were not identified on the site by the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine
(USDA, 1974).

6.1.4.2 Potential iImpacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

There would be no impacts to Prime Farmland at the site.

6.1.5 Botanical Element
6.1.5.1 Existing Conditions

The current vegetation cover on the Scarborough Downs Tract consists primarily of undeveloped
mixed hardwood and conifer forest previously harvested for timber (Figure 8). Common overstory

trees include hemlock, white pine, balsam fir, spruce, red maple, birches, and poplars. The dominant
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vegetation in the vndesstory and ground cover include cinnarnon fern, interrupted fer, bracken fern,

sensitive fern, lady fern, meadowsweet, nannyberry, blueberries, and pagoda dogwood.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas Program,
there are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered plant species listed by the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as occurring in Maine (Appendix D).

6.1.5.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The project would replace existing natural vegetation with structural and paved impervious suifaces.
The removal of natural vegetation and its replacement by impervious surfaces would significantly
increase stormwater runoff from the site that would otherwise be intercepted and absorbed into the
ground. Retention of natural forested areas not required for the new P&DC should be considered in
the project design and would lessen impacts to vegetation and provide filtration and absorption of

runoff from development on the site.

6.1.6  Fish and Wildlife
6.1.6.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough Downs Tract contains a natural forested community that is not heavily disturbed
by current on-going human activity. However, various types of development ére located either
adjacent to or in close proximity to the site. Although the types and numbers of wildlife utilizing the
site's habitat have not been determined, the faunal community at the site is probably typical of other

forested tracts of similar size surrounded by development in the region.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, there
are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered animal species listed by the USFWS

as occurring in Maine (Appendix D).

6.1.6.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would alter up to 35 acres of previously logged mixed hardwood and conifer

forest. Wildlife utilizing the site may be displaced by the removal of habitat. Dames & Moore
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recommends that the future landscaping plan recognize the loss of habitat and to the extent feasible,

restore woodland habitats.

6.2 CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

6.2.1 Historical and Archeological Resources
6.2.1.1 Existing Conditions

Dames & Moore visited the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (the State Historic Preservation
Office for the State of Maine) on August 27, 1997, and met with Robert Bradley, Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer. The purpose of the visit was to seek information about previous cultural
resource surveys and known sites in the project area and immediate vicinity, and about the likelihood
that historic properties would be affected by the proposed undertaking. A brief description of the
undertaking and information about site location were provided to Mr. Bradley. Under the established
procedure of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, their staff conducted a records search to
determine if any properties are known in the project area, and if it is anticipated that any sites will be
identified and potentially affected by the proposed undertaking. The State responded to this request
for information in a letter of September 5, 1997, from Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., State Historic

Preservation Officer (Appendix A).

The project area is undeveloped land; available historic records and interviews indicate that it has
been undeveloped throughout this century. Historically, the site has been woodland. No historic
structures are present on the property, and no structures were identified in the examination of historic
maps and aerial photographs of the project area. A fire insurance map available for the site area from
the Scarborough Public Library is an 1871 series entitled, Old Maps of Rural Cumberland County,
Maine in 1871. The tract was undeveloped at that time. The proposed project area is located within
the 284-acre Thomton Swamp Plan on a November 8, 1906, map by Surveyor William Moulton. No

structures were identified on the 1906 map.

More than 95 percent of archeological sites in Maine “...are habitation/workshop sites at which Native
Americans with a generalized hunter/gatherer or hunter/gatherer-horticultural economy both lived and
worked...The predictive model for habitation/workshop sites is based on the fact that over 98 percent

of habitation/workshop sites are located adjacent to a body of water that is navigable by canoe”
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(Maine Historic Preservation Commission, 1996). This model is complicated by the Tact that water
courses have changed over tirne. The nearest permanent surface water is the Nonesuch River
approximately 0.5 mile noith of the siie. Because the Scarborough Downs Tract is not adjacent to a
navigable river, it is not anticipated that prehistoric archeclogical sites would be found there. No
historic use or occupation of the project area is known and it is not anticipated that archeological sites

dating to the historic period will be identified on th< Scarborough Downs Tract.

6.2.1.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

It is not expected that any archeological sites will be affected by the proposed undertaking. According
to the September 5, 1997, letter from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (Appendix A),
“For...Site B (Scarborough Downs) I find that there are no properties in the project impact area of
historic, architectural, or archeological sigﬁiﬁcance as defined by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966". No further consideration under the National Historic Preservation Act is needed if the

Scarborough Down Tract is selected by the Postal Service for development.

6.2.2 Local Employment and Economics

This section briefly surnmarizes the recent indicators of employment and economy in the vicinity of
the proposed P&DC site based on information obtained from the Greater Portland Council of

Governments (GPCOG) and the Maine Department of Labor.

6.2.2.1 Existing Conditions

According to information provided by the GPCOG (Goss, 1997), the Chamber of Commerce of thé
Greater Portland Region reports that most households in the Greater Portland Region are far above
the national average for many market segments, as listed below. Furthermore, over 60 percent of the
households earn more than $30,000. The following table shows employment by trade for Cumberland

County in 1997 and estimates employment percentages for the next two decades:
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Economic Activity and Employment for Cumberland County

Percent of Workforce
Trade
1997 2007 2014
JGovernment 11.7 11.3 11.0
Services 342 39.2 42.1
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 9.8 93 8.9
Mining <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
|Farming 0.4 0.3 0.3
Construction 5.6 5.4 5.4
Manufacturing 84 6.9 6.1
Transportation and Public Utilities 3.8 35 3.1
‘Wholesale Trade 5.6 5.2 49
Retail Trade 204 18.9 18.1

Source: University of Southern Maine, REMI Model

Based on unemployment rates provided by the Maine Department of Labor (Carpentter, 1997), a

greater percentage of the Scarborough workforce has been employed compared to the national

workforce. The following table shows unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) for July 1997:

Unemployment Rates (not seasonally adjusted)

Area Unem‘[;‘lﬁznlx;;; Rates
United States 5.0 percent
State of Maine 3.9 percent
Cumberland County 2.2 percent

Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area

2.1 percent

Town of Scarborough

1.5 percent

Source: Maine Department of Labor
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6.2.2.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

The constiuction of the P&DC building would result in a small boost to the local economy of the
Greater Portland Region. The censtruction, construction supervision, landscaping, and other
associated tasks for the expansion would result in additional short-term jobs and revenue to the area.

It is assumed that a substantial portion, if not all of this amount, would be spent in the Greater

Portland Region.

Approximately 850 employees would be relocated to the new P&DC (Burrington, 1997) and thus,
would result in a small beneficial impact on retail services in the vicinity of the Scarborough Downs

Tract. Hiring of additional staff is not anticipated as a result of the Proposed Action.

6.2.3 Land Use and Zoning Patterns
6.2.3.1 Existing Conditions

Land Use: The Scarborough site is located in Scarborough, Cumberland County, Maine, 0.25 mile
northeast of the Maine Turnpike at its junction with Haigis Parkway, at the entrance to the
Scarborough Downs racetrack. The site is bordered to the north by undeveloped land, to the south by
the Scarborough Downs Access Road and undeveloped wetlands, to the east by the Scarborough

Downs stable and a construction debris/manure disposal area, and to the west by Colpritt's junkyard

and Payne Road.

Past Uses of the Site: An 1871 series fire insurance map from the Scarborough Public Library
entitled “Old Maps of Rural Cumberland County, Maine in 1871 shows the site area as
undeveloped. Another map, dated November 8, 1906, and entitled “Thornton Swamp Plan”, shows

no distinguishing features such as buildings on the site property. William Mouiton, a surveyor,

produced this map.

According to Cumberland County Deed records, the current Scarborough Downs property (which
includes the subject site) existed as 14 separate parcels of land prior to 1949 and was owned by
Robert Verrier. Mr. Verrier sold the parcels to the Maine State Raceways in December 1949.
Information provided by the Scarborough Historical Society indicates that Scarborough Downs

opened a race track in 1949. The land was purchased by the Scarborough Holding Company in 1950.
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A 1957 USGS topographic map shows the site as undeveloped, but indicates a clearing in the middle
of the site. A 1975 aerial photograph obtained from the Town of Scarborough indicated that this
cleared area had experienced a ground disturbance by this date. In addition, the photograph appears
to show that the Colpritt's junkyard had significantly encroached upon the subject site’s property line.
The area east of the subject site had numerous buildings and barns that are not present today. A gravel
road was visible, and extended from the stable area of the Scarborough Downs access road to a
potential horse carcass disposal area near the southern property boundary. The remainder of the site

was wooded and similar in appearance to present day conditions.

Environmental Condition of Existing Buildings on Site: The Scarborough Downs Tract is
undeveloped and, as such, no buildings occupy the property. According to the Phase I Environmental

Site Assessment performed by Dames & Moore in May 1997, the site has historically been

undeveloped throughout this century.

Zoning: The Scarborough Downs property is currently zoned “General Business District” (B-2) under
the jurisdiction of the Town of Scarborough. Appropriate uses for property zoned for “B-2” include
the following: retail business and service establishments including warehousing and wholesale
distribution; personal services; professional offices; financial and real estate offices; business services
and business offices; non-municipal government offices; fully-enclosed places of assembly,
amusement, culture, and government; clubs and lodging houses; passenger transportation facilities;
accessory uses; family day care homes; high technology research facilities, light assembly and light
manufacturing; hotels and motels; restaurants; and golf courses. Setbacks for property zoned “B-2”
include a minimum of 80 feet for the front yard, and 15 feet for the side and rear yards. Maximum

building coverage is 50 percent (Town of Scarborough Zoning Regulations, last amended 1994).

The “General Business District” zones are intended to provide zones in the areas of the Town of
Scarborough in which general retail sales, services, and business space can be located that allow for
miscellaneous neighborhood and community-wide sales and service. As such, these areas are not
intended to primarily serve the motoring public passing through Scarborough on U.S. Route 1. Areas
zoned as “B-2"” are primarily meant for local business and storage, but of a larger scale than is

generally appropriate for a “B-1" district (Town of Scarborough Zoning Regulations, last amended
1994).
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connects the Maine Turnpike with U.S. Route 1. U.S. Route 1, also a multi-laned road, runs north to

south and lies to the east of the site.

Traffic Levels: Current traffic counts are available for Exit 6 of the Maine Turnpike, and for several
of the city streets surrounding the site. Between January 1997 and May 1997, inclusive, the average
traffic through Exit 6 was 5,906 vehicles per day (Maine Turnpike Authority Traffic Comparison by
Interchange, Yearly Report, 1997). The 1994 annual average daily traffic (AADT) count on Payne
Road, just north of its intersection with Haigis Parkway was 11,600 vehicles per day; the 1994 AADT
count was 11,080 vehicles per day just south of the same intersection. The 1994 AADT count for
Haigis Parkway, just north of its intersection with Payne Road, was 4,850 vehicles per day (Maine
Department of Transportation). The 1995 AADT counts at the intersection of Payne Road and the
site’s access road are as follows: 11,680 vehicles per day on Payne Road north of the intersection;
10,960 vehicles per day on Payne Road south of the intersection; 1,210 vehicles per day on the access
road north of the intersection; and 880 vehicles per day on the access road south of the intersection

(Maine Department of Transportation).

Traffic Safety: There are currently no known traffic problems associated with the city streets

surrounding the Scarborough site (USPS, 1997b).

According to Mr. Ken Dinsmore, the Town Engineer for the Town of Scarborough, an area of traffic
congestion currently exists on Payne Road in Scarborough. Payne Road is a major artery in the site
area. A traffic study was performed for Payne Road in 1990. As a result of that study, businesses are
required to pay traffic fees to the town which are proportional to the amount of traffic they generate
on Payne Road during peak hours (4:00 to 6:00 p.m.) (Dinsmore, 1997). The revenue generated from
these fees is used for reconstruction and improvement of Payne Road. Any business or developer

planning construction within Scarborough must submit a traffic study to the town as part of their site

plan review (Dinsmore, 1997).

Public Transportation Availability: Public transportation is available in the Portland area between
5:30 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., but not within close proximity to the Scarborough site. The closest bus

service is located more than 1 mile from the site (USPS, 1997b).
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6.2.4.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

P&DC Traffic: A total of 850 employees would work (over seven days and over three 8Ve-hour shifts
or tours) at the new Portland P&DC. On the first shifi, which would stari at 11:00 p.m., 29 percent
of the employees would work, 24 percent of the employees would start woik at 7:00 a.m., and the
remaining employees (47 percent) would begin work at 3:00 p.m.. According to Postal Service
personnel, the best way (o estimate the daily employse complement at the P&DC would be to divide
the total number of employees by six, multiply this result by five, and account for another 15 percent
of employees off due to leave (Burrington, 1997). Using this method, an estimated 602 employees
would be on-site each day. If each employee is assumed to drive to work alone via his or her own
vehicle, and stay on-site for lunch (Burrington, 1997), then commuting postal employees could
contribute as many as 1,204 vehicle trips to the surrounding area daily. Most of this traffic

(approximately 427 trips) would be concentrated during the mid afternoon hours (3:00 p.m.).

In addition, approximately 200 more vehicle trips are expected to be associated with operation of the
new facility each day, consisting of 160 highway contract vehicle trips and 40 irips associated with
other business (Burrington, 1997). Most of this traffic would be concentrated between 5:00 a.m. and
6:00 a.m., and between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.. When added to the commuter trips mentioned earlier,
the new Portland P&DC could contiibute as many as 1,404 vehicle trips to the swirounding area daily.

Due to the limited hours of availability and the distance from the site, no employees are expected to

use public transportation (bus service) to ride to and from the site.

No retail service or post office box service would be available at the new Portland P&DC site;

therefore, customer traffic is expected to be minimal.

A new P&DC at the Scarborough site would shift postal-related traffic from Northwest Annex, the
South Portland Carrier Annex, the Rand Road Station, and the Quarry Road warehouse facilities to
the new P&DC location and to the location of the Portland Main Post Office (i.e., the existing
P&DC). All traffic associated with processing and distribution operations at the existing P&DC
would also shift to the new P&DC. This traffic would include carrier traffic, transpoft trucks, and

highway contract vehicles.
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According to Postal Service personnel (Sterling, 1997), delivery trucks travelling to and from the new
P&DC would most likely use the nearest access to the highway system. If the new P&DC is built on

the Scarborough Downs site, trucks would access the Maine Turnpike at Exit 6 via Payne Road and

Haigis Parkway.

The traffic associated with the operation of a new P&DC at the Scarborough Downs Tract has the
potential to impact traffic conditions on Payne Road. According to Ken Dinsmore, the Town Engineer
for the Town of Scarborough, any business or developer planning construction within the town limits
must submit a traffic study to the town as part of the site plan review. Therefore, Dames & Moore
recommends a traffic study be performed to more fully assess the impact that the proposed P&DC

would have on traffic congestion on Payne Road.

Construction Traffic: Construction of the new Portland P&DC would require the presence of
additional vehicles at the site during construction. Construction-related traffic would be transient in

nature and therefore is not expected to significantly impact overall traffic conditions.

6.25 Noise
6.2.5.1 Existing Conditions

Noise: The Scarborough Downs Tract is located on an undeveloped portion of the Scarborough
Downs racetrack complex. Surrounding land uses include a junkyard (Colpritt's) and Payne Road to
the northwest; Scarborough Downs racetrack and barns to the southwest and south; and undeveloped
wooded land to the east. I-95 (Maine Turnpike) is located immediately west of Payne Road. Several
residential properties were observed by Dames & Moore along the western side of Payne Road at its

intersection with Holmes Road and further north of the intersection.

The main sources of noise in the project area are activities associated with Colpritt's Junkyard and the
Scarborough Downs racetrack. A low level of traffic noise is also generated from Scarborough Downs

Access Road and Payne Road.

Sensitive Receptors: Sensitive receptors identified within the site area are the residential properties

along Holmes Road, immediately across Payne Road, located approximately 800 feet west of the
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Scarborough Downs Tract's wesiern boundary. No other sensitive recepiors in ihe immediate vicinity

of the site were identified during this assessment.

6.2.5.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

Construction of a new P&DC at the Scarborough Downs Tract will cause an increase in exterior
noise, but this increased noise will be temporary in nature. The majority of the noise associated with

the operation of the future P&DC would be generated from the movement of facility vehicles.

Noise Impacts During Construction: Construction-related noise would result from the Proposed
Action. Other than delivery of the building materials and concrete, the noise anticipated from the
construction of the P&DC should be similar to that associated with residential construction. Blasting

of rock during construction is not anticipated.

Exterior Postal Operations: The majority of postal operations would occur inside the P&DC
building. However, traffic and, therefore, noise are expected to increase in the area as a result of the
conversion of a portion of the site from woodland to a developed and operational postal facility. As
stated earlier in section 6.2.4, approximately 160 highway contract vehicle (i.e. delivery truck) trips
would be associated with the daily operation of the new P&DC. If the arrival and departure times of
these vehicles are similar to their schedule at the existing P&DC (Sterling, 1997), then approximately
38 percent (or 61 trips) of the trips would occur between 12:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m., 26 percent (42
trips) would occur between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., and 36 percent (57 trips) would occur between
3:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. Thus, the majority of the truck traffic to and from the new facility would
occur during the evening and at night. The nearest residents (along Payne Road) are located over
1,000 feet from the proposed truck maneuvering and platform area. The area between the P&DC and
Payne Road would likely remain wooded. This usage, the location of the platform, and the

infrequency of delivery vehicle traffic, minimizes noise impacis to the area.

Although vehicular noise would be generated from the operation of a new P&DC, the Scarborough

Downs Tract is located in an area zoned for general business use, and the P&DC would be a

conforming use of the site,

Mitigative Measures: Although of a temporary nature, construction noise can be minimized for off-

site and on-site receptors by the following mitigative measures:
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¢ Managing construction to limit significant noises to between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

e To lessen the potential noise impact to construction workers, construction workers involved in

daily operations on or around heavy equipment would wear ear protective safety equipment such
as ear plugs or muffs.

6.2.6 Air Quality
6.2.6.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough Downs Tract is currently undeveloped woodland. The area nearby is mainly
residential or undeveloped. No large sources of air emissions were identified in the immediate area.

The major source of air emissions in the area is vehicles.

The Maine DEP does not operate any ambient air quality monitoring stations in the immediate
vicinity of the Scarborough Downs Tract. Therefore, no monitoring data exist for use in comparing

air quality conditions among the three sites.

Carbon monoxide concentrations are not considered a concern in the Portland area, and the DEP does
not operate a monitor for carbon monoxide in the Portland area. Further, the DEP reported that the
EPA had conducted a short-term carbon monoxide study in the Portland area and found that carbon

monoxide concentrations were at very low levels.

6.2.6.2 Air Quality Attainment Status

The Scarborough Downs Tract is located in Cumberland County. The EPA classifies Cumberland
County as part of a “moderate” non-attainment area for ozone. [Ozone is not emitted from vehicles,
but is formed from the photochemical reaction of precursor pollutants, primarily nitrogen oxides
(NO,) and volatile organic compounds (VOC), which are emitted from vehicles)]. Special permitting
requirements are needed for major stationary sources of VOC and NO, located in ozone non-
attainment areas. (Major stationary sources in areas of Maine classified as “moderate” are sources

with emissions greater than 50 tons per year of VOC or 100 tons per year of NO).

Ozone is a pollutant of regional concern and ozone concentrations would not be expected to vary

substantially from one proposed site to another, on average. Emissions directly attributable to vehicle
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irips generated by the Posial Service facility are not expecied to have a signiticant effect on regional
i J fo)

ozone levels.

6.2.6.3 Potential Impacts Resulting From The Proposed Action

Construction-Related Air Quality Impacts: The major air quality impacts associated with
construction of the proposed building are those asscciated with emissions from the operation of
construction equipment, the vehicles used to deliver building materials, and the paving of the
driveways and parking and maneuvering areas. Emissions from gasoline- and diesel-operated
machines are expected to be minimal. Fugitive dust emissions resulting from grading, paving, and
other construction activities are also expected to be minor. Construction air impacts are considered

insignificant due to the relatively small magnitude of the impacts and the temporary nature of the

construction activities.

Air Quality Impacts During Operation: The primary emissions associated with the proposed
facility are emissions from motor vehicles and emissions from natural gas-fired boilers. The
preliminary facility design includes two natural gas-fired boilers that are estimated to have a

combined heat input capacity of 1.5 million Btu/hr (Traexler, 1997).

Air Permits: Construction and use of the proposed P&DC do not require air permit(s) from the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP). The MDEP also does not require air quality
permits for mobile sources (vehicles). Other than emissions associated with the natural gas-fired
boilers, no stationary source air emissions are expected from the facility. MDEP allows for natural
gas-fired fuel-burning equipment to be exempt from air quality permitting if the total heat input
capacity of the equipment is less than 10 million Btu/hour. The proposed boilers at the P&DC would

be below this capacity at an estimated 1.5 million Btu/hour.

Air Quality Impacts Related to Traffic: Traffic data from 1995 was available for the intersection
of Payne Road and the Scarborough Downs Access Road. The average traffic on Payne Road north
of the intersection was 11,680 vehicles per day, and the average traffic south of the intersection was
10,960 vehicles per day. The total number of vehicle trips generated by the P&DC operation is
estimated to be about 1,404 trips per day.
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The emissions of most interest for the proposed facility are emissions from vehicles. Related to
vehicular emissions, the pollutants of most interest are carbon monoxide from a local impact
standpoint and ozone from a regional standpoint. Based on the available information, the increase in
traffic due to the proposed facility is expected to have only a minor impact on air quality in

comparison with current traffic volume in the area.

Conformity: Federal actions (other than transportation projects) in 0zone non-attainment areas must
be reviewed for applicability of "general conformity" requirements (40 CFR 51, subpart W). The
purpose of the general conformity rules is to assure that Federal actions are consistent with state
implementation plans and would not increase the frequency or severity of an existing air quality
standards non-attainment condition or delay attainment of standards. To gain this assurance, Federal
actions are subject to a conformity determination unless project emissions are below defined

threshold levels or the project is otherwise considered exempt.

The threshold emission level for moderate ozone non-attainment areas is 100 tons per year of either

VOC or NOx. These thresholds apply to the sum of direct and indirect emissions.

No indirect VOC or NO, emissions are expected to result from the Proposed Action. Direct VOC and
NO, emissions from the proposed project are primarily mobile source emissions from the vehicles
entering and leaving the P&DC and emissions from the proposed boilers. Total vehicle and boiler
VOC and NOy emissions attributable to the expansion should be well below the 100-ton-per-year

threshold. Therefore, a conformity determination is not considered necessary for the proposed project.

6.2.6.4 Recommended Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are believed necessary due to operation of the proposed postal facility.
However, during facility construction, if fugitive dust emissions on egress routes become excessive,

housekeeping steps should be implemented to remove mud and soil tracked onto the adjacent

roadways.
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6.2.7 Population Trends and Housing
6.2.7.1 Existing Conditions '

The existing P&DC locased in downtown Portland serves an estimated 720,000 customers which,
according to the FPC (USPS, 1997a), is approximately 60 percent of the State of Maine’s population.
Based on information issued by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the population of Maine increased
by 1.3 percent, from 1,227,928 in April 1990 to 1,243,316 in July 1996 (1997a). The U.S. Census
expecis the total Maine population to increase by approximately 181,000 people over the next three

decades (1997b). The Greater Portland Region embodies a total population of approximately 200,000.

The Scarborough Downs Tract is located in the town of Scarborough in Cumberland County. Based
on the 1990 Census estimates, Scarborough has a population of approximately 13,128 and
Cumberland County has a population of 243,135 (Allen, 1997). More recently, permitting information
on record at the Scarborough Planning Department estimated the Scarborough population to be up
to 14,158 in 1995 (Ziepniewski, 1997). The Scarborough Comprehensive Plan 1994 on file at the
Scarborough Planning Depariment projected the Scarborough population in 2003 to be between
14,400 and 16,100 (Ziepniewski, 1997). Historically, the population of Scarborough has increased

at an average rate of 1.96 percent per year between 1890 to 1990 and 2.36 percent per year between
1970 to 1990 (Ziepniewski, 1997).

6.2.7.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

The Postal Service anticipates that up to 850 employees would be reassigned to the new P&DC as
a result of the proposed construction (Burrington, 1997). The employees are not expected to add to
the local population since the existing P&DC in downtown Portland and associated postal facilities,

and the proposed site are located within 5 miles of each other. Thus, no additional housing would be

needed as a result of the Proposed Action.

Construction of a new P&DC would have minimal impacts on population trends and housing since
construction would be short term and would most likely use local construction firms. Also, there are

no plans to hire additional staff at the new P&DC following the completion of the proposed

construction.
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6.2.8 Relocation of Employees, Residences, and Businesses

6.2.8.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough Downs Tract is presently undeveloped and, as such, no businesses or residences

occupy the site. The site is located within 5 miles of the existing downtown P&DC and associated

postal facilities.

6.2.8.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The proposed construction would not result in a relocation of businesses or residences from the

Scarborough Downs Tract since it is presently undeveloped.

Approximately 850 employees would be relocated to the proposed P&DC (Burrington, 1997).
Implementation of the Proposed Action at the Scarborough Downs Tract would not require the

employees to relocate their residences since the site is located within 5 miles of the existing P&DC

and other associated postal facilities.

6.29 Community Services
6.2.9.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough Downs Tract is located in the town of Scarborough, which abuts the city of South
Portland to the west. As such, it has easy access to community services such as restaurants, medical

services, commercial-retail facilities, and police/fire protection located in Scarborough, as well as in

the Greater Portland Region.

Access and Distance to Restaurants/Services: The nearest restaurants are located approximately
1 mile southwest of the Scarborough Downs Tract along Payne Road (MapBlast!, 1997).
Additionally, the cities of Portland and South Portland offer the services of a variety a hotels,
shopping areas, restaurants and civic facilities such as, the South Portland Fire and Police
Departments, the Chamber of Commerce of the Greater Portland Region, the Cumberland County
Courthouse, Cumberland County Civic Center, and the Portland International Ferry Terminal
(DeLorme, 1997). Downtown Portland and the Old Port district of Portland are located approximately
5 miles northeast of the Scarborough Downs Tract. The site has easy access to the Portland

International Jetport, which is located roughly 3 miles northeast of the tract.
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Access and Distance o Hospitals: The closesi medical facilities are the Maine Medical Center (22
Bramhall Street) and Mercy Hospital (144 State Street), which are located roughly 5 miles from the
Scarborough Downs Tract in downtown Poriland (DeLorme, 1997; NYNEX, 1996). Brighton
Medical Center Emergency Services is also easily accessible and is located just over 5 miles northeast

of the tract at 335 Brighton Avenue (MapBlast!, 1997).

Emergency Services, Fire and Police Protection: 911 emergency service is available for police, fire
and medical services. The Scarborough Fire and Police Departments are located on Oak Hill Scar,
approxiimately 1.5 miles southeast of the tract (MapBlast!, 1997). The Greater Portland Area is

reportedly adequately staffed with fire, police and emergency medical service personnel (Burrington,
1997).

6.2.9.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

As previously stated, the proposed construction of a new P&DC is not expected to significantly add
to the local area population. Thus, there is no additional need for community services such as medical
care, fire protection or police protection. No additional services are expected to be required during

the construction activities. No significant negative impacts to the local area community facilities and

services would occur.

6.2.10 Utilities
6.2.10.1 Existing Conditions

Currently, the only utility present on the Scarborough site is public water. A 12-inch water line,
located on the east side of Payne Road, connects to a private 8-inch line that serves the Scarborough

Downs Race Track (Portland Water District, 1997). Dames & Moore would recommend negotiating

a service easement along this line.

6.2.10.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Public sewer service, natural gas service, electrical service, and telephone service must be extended

to the Scarborough Downs Tract. The nearest locations of these utilities are described below.
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Sewer: The town of Scarborough plans to extend sewer service to the site area in the near future;
however, no specific plans regarding where and when the expansion would occur are available at this
time. Current plans are to extend the sewer system from one of three possible locations: (1) west from
Route 1 through the Scarborough Downs Access Road, (2) from Haigis Parkway, or (3) from Payne
Road (Scarborough Sanitation Department, 1997). If the sewer system extension is not in place when
the new P&DC is constructed, the facility may be able to be served by the current Scarborough
Downs sewer system. This system, which is used solely by the race track, connects to the public
system located north of the track. With an upgrade, connection to the Scarborough Downs system

could be a suitable temporary solution until the public system is in place.

Natural gas: Currently, the closest connection to natural gas is near Wal-Mart on Spring Street,
located nearly 2 miles from the site. The extension would likely run south along Payne Road to the
site. The Postal Service’s cost of the line extension, if any, would be determined based upon

estimated load usage (Northern Utilities, 1997).

Electricity: Three-phase electrical service is currently available along Payne Road; an extension from
this location would be required to supply the site with electrical service. The Postal Service’s cost to

extend service to the site is dependent upon the type of service needed (Central Maine Power, 1997).

Telephone: Telephone service in the Portland area is provided by NYNEX. A reply has not yet been
received to a request for specific connection information. However, it is assumed that adequate

telephone service can be provided at the site.

6.2.11 Energy Requirements and Conservation

6.2.11.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough Downs Tract is presently undeveloped and, thus, no buildings exist at the site.

6.2.11.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Energy conservation would be considered in the facility design. New automated equipment would
be incorporated into the P&DC in a manner that would conserve energy. Consideration would also

be given to utilizing energy-saving light bulbs throughout the new P&DC.
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7.0 EVALUATION OF IMPACTS — GRONDIN'S QUARRY TRACT
ALTERNATIVE

This section describes the existing environment, the anticipated environmental impacts
associated with the Grondin’s Quarry Tract Alternative, as well as suggested measures to

mitigate potentially adverse impacts.

7.1 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
7.1.1  Topography
7.1.1.1 Existing Conditions

The Scarborough, Maine area is located in the coastal lowland section of the New England
Physiographic Province. The coastal lowland is an area of low relief with isolated hills representing
a glacially eroded peneplain. These lowlands occur at elevations below 500 feet mean sea level (msl).

This area is bounded to the west by the boundary mountains and the central foothills and to the east

by the Atlantic Ocean.

Review of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute Prouts Neck, Maine Quadrangle
Map [1957, photorevised 1970 and 1978 (Figure 12)] indicates that the elevations at the site range
from approximately 40 to 100 feet msl. Based upon aerial photographs, interviews and other data
presented in the Phase I report (Dames & Moore, May 1996), the site topography has been altered due

to the ongoing quarry operations which are removing a bedrock knoll from the site, and on-site

material stockpiles.

The site topography gently slopes to the southwest (Figure 12). The majority of the site is gently
sloped such that surface water drains into adjacent wetlands and topographic low areas which
ultimately drain to the Nonesuch River to the south. The Nonesuch River drains to the Atlantic Ocean

within 5 miles of the site.

The area of the proposed expansion at the site consists of a relatively level undeveloped open area
surrounded by forested wetlands. This level area contains stockpiles of construction aggregate,

demolition debris, and equipment storage.
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7.1.1.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The area of the proposed development is relatively flat with an average elevation of approximately
60 feet msl. The proposed building would not significantly impact the existing site contours and
would not require excessive site development costs to bring the site to grade. The flai topography

adjacent to the proposed development area may necessitate a pumping lift station along a sewer line

from the facility.

7.1.2 Geology and Soils
7.1.2.1 Existing Conditions

Site Characteristics: As previously stated, Grondin’s Quarry Tract is located in the coastal lowland
section of the New England Physiographic Province. The coastal lowland in the site area contains
weakly metamorphosed sedimentary and volcanic rocks of the Casco Bay Group which is of
Ordovician to Precambrian Age. This group includes the on-site schists and phyllites mapped as the

Spring Point Formation.

In the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine (United States Department of Agriculture [USDA],
1974), the majority of the soils at the site were identified as Saugatuck loamy sand. Saugatuck soils
comprise deep, poorly-drained, nearly-level, coarse-textured soils. Limitations to these soils are severe
or very severe due to high water table. Other soils mapped on-site include Au Gres loamy sand,;
Swanton fine, sandy loam; and Hollis fine, sandy loam (0 to 8 percent slopes). Some of these soils
(AuGres, Swanton and Woodbridge) have severe to very severe limitations due to the high water table

or wetness, and Hollis soils have severe to very severe limitation due to shallow bedrock.

On-site soils are mapped as the Presumpscot Formation, a glaciomarine deposit formed during the
retreat of the continental glacier from the area during the Quaternary Period. The Presumpscot
Formation generally comprises silt and clay-sized materials, with lessor amounts of sand. This
Formation is typically poorly drained and the soils may have limited bearing capacities. Test pits
excavated on-site confirmed the presence of Presumpscot Formation silts and clays. Some areas
on-site contained clam and mussel shell fragments (Dames & Moore, 1996b). Wetlands were

delineated in the western half of the Grondin property in forested areas.
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Subsurface Conditions, Impediments to Development: The site is currently undeveloped. No

geologic impediments to development were identified during this assessment.

Presence of Faults and Folds: The site is located in the Norumbega Fault Zone. At least five faults
are located within five miles of the site. These faults developed as part of the Taconic Orogeny of late
Ordovician Age and are generally considered inactive, although several minor earthquakes have been
historically located less than five miles north of the site along the Flying Point Fault. The site lies in

the middle of a series of synclines and anticlines that are unnamed.

Seismic Hazard Potential: The Scarborough, Maine area is relatively free of seismic events. While
seismic activity is not considered to be a major threat to the site vicinity, the area has a moderate
earthquake hazard. The probablistic earthquake accelerations (90 percent probability) that may occur

with a frequency of 50 years or 250 years are 8 percent and 17 percent of gravity, respectively (USGS,
1990).

Radon: Cumberland County, Maine has radon in excess of 4.0 picoCuries per liter (pCi/L) of air (4.0

pCi/L is the EPA-recommended action level) in over 50 percent of the buildings tested.

Potential for Site Contamination: Based upon review of aerial photography (Figure 13) and vicinity
reconnaissance, the subject property and the surrounding area consist largely of commercial,

residential and light industrial properties interspersed with forested and agricultural land.

On-site monitoring wells near the southern boundary of the site (adjacent to an active truck
maintenance facility) indicate petroleum impacts to soils and groundwater. On-site waste control
practices historically appear to have been an issue for the quarry operation. Drums, apparent oil-

stained soil, and piles of demolition debris may contribute to site environmental impacts (Dames &
Moore, 1996b).

7.1.2.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The Proposed Action at the Grondin's Quarry Tract should not adversely impact the site soil/geology.

However, several factors should be considered at this site, as follows:
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s Local flocding could cecur, pariicularly in on-site areas with Saugatuck soils.

2 Namral woodland vegetation should be retained and protected where possible to provide
maximuim evapotranspiration.

»  The preliminary site utilization plans indicate rinimal impacis to on-site wetlands. The presence
of the wetlands should be considered in all further project design evaluations.
f

£
> Additional information regarding the characteristics and load bearing capacities of the
Presumpscot Formation should be cbtained prior to designing a building for the site, to minimize
settlement. In addition, the presence of shallow bedrock should be addressed in the project design.

»  Based upon discussions with the Maine Radon indoor air quality (IAQ) Coordinator (Stillwell,
1997), radon control measures should be considered in building design. Positive-pressure
ventilation systems have been successful in mitigating radon in large buildings such as schools.

7.1.3  Hydrology/Water Quality
7.1.3.1 Existing Conditions

Local Groundwater: The iransport of groundwater in the Scarborough, Maine area is predominantly
through two separate but interconnected water-bearing zones. A shallow water-bearing zone ofien
occurs within the water-deposited sediments above bedrock, and a deeper zone can occur within the

underlying bedrock. The sediments on top of the bedrock comprise the surficial aquifer in the subject

property area.

Groundwater in the surficial aquifer occurs in the interstitial pore spaces between the individual
grains comprising the sediments. Groundwater in this zone typically occurs under water table
conditions with groundwater flow being from topographic highs (recharge areas) to topographic lows

(discharge areas). The site is not located on a mapped sand and gravel aquifer [Maine Geological

Survey (MGS), 1979].

The occurrence and movement of groundwater in the underlying bedrock is controlled by pore space,
joints, fractures, and faults within the bedrock. Groundwater within this deeper zone can occur under
both confined and unconfined conditions. Because groundwater occurrence and movement are
partially controlled by the distribution of structural openings in the bedrock, it is difficult to predict

groundwater movement in this deeper zone, particularly on a small scale.

Dames & Moore 74 November 19, 1997

M ATLNGE L cop e o Ml ABRAFTRL O



. W,
E& SCALES O

N

“SAGTIVE GRAVEL,
" MINING OPERATION

S

Figure 13

400 200 0 400 800 FEET

, » N AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF

SOURCE: C}ireeriaatlelgﬁgglga:\ac;r(')ouncﬂ of Governments 1995 GRONDIN'S QUARRY TRACT
Proposed New Portland

Processing and Distribution Center

United States Postal Service
Portland, Maine

DAMES & MOORE

TSRS 2 SAORE TROH B (TIAPANY




Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

Aquifer Recharge Areas: Recharge to the aquifer basin in the Scarborough area is by surface water

infiltration through the overlying sediment.

Depth to Groundwater: Based upon monitoring well data, wetland delineation activities and site

observation, groundwater is present at depths ranging from less than 1 foot to up to 8 feet below

ground surface.

Water Retention Requirements: Stormwater detention ponds are present in the southeastern portion

and in the central portion of the Grondin's Quarry Tract.

Site Surface Drainage: Preliminary on-site mapping has identified forested wetlands on the northern
half of the Grondin's Quarry Tract. The site topography is sloped such that surface water flows to the
north, where it enters the wetlands area, and eventually flows into the Nonesuch River. Several

stormwater detention ponds have been created on-site, however these ponds generally promote

infiltration into the site soils.

Streams or Lakes: Based on review of the USGS Prouts Neck, Maine 7.5-minute Topographic
Quadrangle map (USGS, 1978) and a site reconnaissance, there are no streams located on the site
(Figure 12). Several manmade storm water detention ponds are located on the site. The Nonesuch

River is located approximately 300 to 500 feet southwest of the site and receives local drainage from

the site and surrounding areas.

Floodplain: According to the Scarborough Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), the subject property

is located in Zone C and, therefore, not within a federally designated 100-year or 500-year tlood zone.

Wetlands: Figure 14 depicts the approximate location of the preliminary wetland boundaries on the
site. Forested wetlands were identified and delineated in the majority of the northern portion of the
site. The wetland areas are generally undeveloped except for a small gravel road that accesses the site

from Piggery Road along the Scarborough-South Portland municipal boundary (Figures 12 and 13).

Wild and Scenic Rivers: According to information provided in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the

site is not near any federally designated wild and scenic waterways (16 U.S.C. §§1274-1276).
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7.1.3.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Actior

This alternative would not adversely affect the cccuirence or flow of groundwater at the site. Due io
flat topography throughout much of the site, stormwater control and retention should be considered
in the project design. Surface water recharge may need to be diverted in some areas, potentially
resulting in a minor and very local shift in groundwater flow direction. Petroleum- and solvent-
impacted groundwater is not expected to affect site development, but may need to be addressed from

a regulatory perspective to minimize potential future liability issues.

Best Management Practices would be employed during the construction to control soil erosion and

to decrease impacts to surface water quality.

A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is required for the Proposed
Action since more than 5 acres of land is being disturbed. An erosion and sediment control plan

would be prepared and implemented.

The discharge of dredge or fill material into wetlands and other jurisdictional waters is prohibited
without U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and Maine Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) authorization. Any activities that would result in the deposition of fill material into
jurisdictional waters would require a permit from the USACE pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act and/or from the DEP pursuant to the Maine Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA).
In Maine, the DEP and USACE have a joint permitting process, therefore, the DEP coordinates with

the Federal agencies in permitting projects.

Maine’s tiered wetland permitting process system and the Postal Service policy regarding wetlands
are described in Section 5.1.3.2. The Postal Service considered the location of on-site wetlands in

their site design as shown in the Preliminary Site Utilization for the Grondin's Quarry Tract
(Figure 4).

The Proposed Action would require development of an alternate access road to the site as the current
access road, Piggery Road, crosses privately owned property for which the site apparently has no
deeded right-of-way (ROW). Other areas that might be considered for site access would require
development through forested wetlands that could result in lengthy, complex, and costly permitting

activities. Dames & Moore held a site meeting with USACE to discuss site development related to
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wetlands. According to the USACE, the gravel woods road (Figure 14) that accesses the site from
Piggery Road along the Scarborough-South Portland boundary was previously constructed in
accordance with USACE requirements and is acceptable as currently constructed (USACE, 1997).
If the road is not widened or altered in a manner that could impact the adjacent wetland, additional
permitting would not be required from the USACE or DEP. However, this road is single lane and
would likely require widening. It is anticipated that the road widening would require Tier 2 permitting
review by the DEP.

7.1.4 Prime Farmland
7.1.4.1 Existing Conditions

Soil map units designated as meeting the requirements for Prime Farmland in Cumberland County

by the NRCS were not identified on the site by the Soil Survey of Cumberland County, Maine
(USDA, 1974).

7.1.4.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

There would be no impacts to Prime Farmland at the site.

71.5 Botanical Element
7.1.5.1 Existing Conditions

The site is currently an active rock quarry with most of the activity performed in the southern half of
the site. Vegetation cover in this area consists primarily of barren ground and ruderal plants typical
of disturbed situations. Much of the northern part of the site is mixed hardwood and conifer forest

(Figures 12 and 13). Dominant vegetation in the forested portion includes white pine, balsam fir, and

spruce.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas
Program, there are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered plant species listed

by the USFWS as occurring in Maine (Appendix D).
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7.1.5.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Impacts to vegetation at the site would be insignificant if the highly disturbed, southern portion of the
site is developed by the Proposed Action, as is preliminarily planned. The Proposed Action would
eliminate relatively undisturbed mixed hardwood and conifer forest if the forested northern portion
is developed. Retention of natural forested areas not required by the Proposed Action would lessen

impacts to vegetation and would provide filtration and absorption of runoff from development on the

site.

7.1.6 Fish and Wildlife
7.1.6.1 Existing Conditions

The southern portion of the Grendin’s Quarry Tract has been heavily disturbed by current on-going
human activity. In addition, various types of development are located either adjacent to or in close
proximity to the site. The faunal community in the northern forested portion of the site is probably

typical of other forested tracts of similar size surrounded by development in the region.

According to information provided by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, there
are no known occurrences at the site of threatened or endangered animal species listed by the USFWS

as occuiring in Maine (Appendix D).

7.1.6.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Potential impacts to the portion of the site occupied by the active rock quarry operation would be
minimal. Retention of the natural forested areas in the northern portion of the tract, which is not

required for development, would lessen potential impacts to wildlife.

7.2 CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
7.2.1 Historical and Archeological Resources
7.2.1.1 Existing Conditions

Dames & Moore visited the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (the State Historic Preservation
Office for the State of Maine) on August 27, 1997, and met with Robert Bradley, Deputy State

Historic Preservation Officer. The purpose of the visit was to seek information about previous cultural
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resource surveys and known sites in the project area and immediate vicinity, and about the likelihood
that historic properties would be affected by the proposed undertaking. A brief description of the
undertaking and information about site location were provided to Mr. Bradley. Under the established
procedure of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, their staff conducted a records search to
determine if any properties are known in the project area, and if it is anticipated that any sites will be
identified and potentially affected by the proposed undertaking. The State responded to this request

for information in a letter of September 5, 1997, from Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., State Historic

Preservation Officer (Appendix A).

The project area is an active rock quarry and construction material processing facility. Wooded areas
surround the main operations area. The only structure on the site is a small modern wood frame scale

house/office for the facility.

More than 95 percent of archeological sites in Maine “...are habitation/workshop sites at which Native
Americans with a generalized hunter/gatherer or hunter/gatherer-horticultural economy both lived and
worked...The predictive model for habitation/workshop sites is based on the fact that over 98 percent
of habitation/workshop sites are located adjacent to a body of water that is navigable by canoe”
(Maine Historic Preservation Commission, 1996). This model is complicated by the fact that water
courses have changed over time. The nearest permanent surface water is the Nonesuch River
approximately 300 to 500 feet west of the site. Because of the proximity of a navigable river and
because a previously recorded archeological site is located nearby, it is anticipated that other

prehistoric archeological sites may be identified on the Grondin's Quarry Tract project site.

No historic use or occupation of the project area is known and it is not anticipated that archeological

sites dating to the historic period would be identified on the Grondin's Quarry Tract.

7.2.1.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

It is anticipated that archeological sites may be affected by the proposed undertaking if the Grondin
Quarry Tract is the selected site. According to the September 5, 1997, letter from the Maine Historic
Preservation Commission (Appendix A), “Site A (Grondin Quarry) has a known prehistoric
archeological site (site 8.16) located along its southern boundary. This site was located by an

avocational archeologist, and the rest of the parcel under consideration has not received any
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archeological survey. We ask that you or the postal service coniract for an archeological survey of the

Grondin Quarry parcel if it is retained in consideration as a construciion site.”

Darnes & Moore has requested site information on the subject archeological site from the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission under the terrﬁs of their procedures for guarding archeological site
information. That information has not yet been received. However, an archeological survey will be
conducted in consultation with the Maine Historical Commission if the Grondin's Quairy Tract is

selected for development by the Postal Service.

7.22 Local Employment and Economics

This section briefly summarizes the recent indicators of employment and economy in the vicinity of
the proposed P&DC site based on information obtained from the Greater Portland Council of
Governments (GPCOG) and the Maine Department of Labor.

7.2.2.1 Existing Conditions

According to information provided by the GPCOG (Goss, 1997), the Chamber of Commerce of the
Greater Portland Region reports that most households in the Greater Portland Region are far above
the national average for many market segments, as listed below. Furthermore, over 60 percent of the
households earn more than $30,000. The following table shows employment by trade for Cumberland

County in 1997 and estimates employment percentages for the next two decades:

Economic Activity and Employment for Cumberland County

Trade Percent of Workforce
1997 2007 2014
Government 117 11.3 11.0
Services 34.2 39.2 42.1
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 9.8 93 8.9
Mining <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Farming 0.4 0.3 0.3
Construction 5.6 5.4 5.4
Dames & Moore 7-10 November 19, 1997
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Percent of Workforce
Trade

1997 2007 2014
Manufacturing 8.4 6.9 6.1
Transportation and Public Utilities 3.8 35 3.1
‘Wholesale Trade 5.6 5.2 49
Retail Trade 20.4 18.9 18.1

Source: University of Southern Maine, REMI Mode!

Based on unemployment rates provided by the Maine Department of Labor (Carpentter, 1997), higher
percentages of the South Portland and Scarborough workforces have been employed compared to the

national workforce. The following table shows unemployment rates (not seasonally adjusted) for July
1997:

Unemployment Rates (not seasonally adjusted)

Area Unem‘(])ll::;’l;l;;-t’ Rates
United States 5.0 percent
State of Maine 3.9 percent
Cumberland County 2.2 percent
Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area 2.1 percent
City of South Portland 2.1 percent
Town of Scarborough 1.5 percent

Source: Maine Department of Labor

7.2.2.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The construction of the P&DC building would result in a small boost to the local economy of the
Greater Portland Region. The construction, construction supervision, landscaping, and other
associated tasks for the expansion would result in additional short-term jobs and revenue to the area.

It is assumed that a substantial portion, if not all of this amount, would be spent in the Greater

Portland Region.
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Approximately 850 employees would be relocaied to the new P&DC (Burrington, 1997) and thus,
would resuls in a small beneficial impact on services in the vicinity of Grondin’s Quarry Tract. Hiring

¥
of additional staff is not aniicipated as a result of the Proposed Action.

7.2.3 Land Use and Zoning Patterns
7.2.3.1 Existing Conditions

Land Use: The Grondin's Quarry Tract is located on the municipal line between the town of
Scarborough and the city of South Portland, in Cumberland County, Maine. The site is locaied
4 miles south of downtown Portland and 2 miles south of the Portland International Jetport. Access
to the site is from Mussey Road, approximately 0.75 mile south of the Route 1 connector to the Maine
Turnpike. The site is bordered to the east by a ROW for a buried water main and a limited access
highway; and to the south, west, and north by various commercial services (Figure 13). In addition,
several residences are located approximately 200 to 300 feet west of the site. The site is currently used

as an active rock quarry and construction material processing facility.

Past Uses of the Site: The site has been operated as an active quarry since the mid-1950’s. Prior to
the mid-1950’s, the site was used primarily as farmland. A 1964 aerial photograph of the Grondin's
Quarry Tract indicates the occurrence of quarrying on the southern portion of the property, while the

northern portion is undeveloped and wooded.

Environmental Condition of Existing Buildings on Site: A wooden scale house/office (less than
1000 square feet) associated with the quarry is the only on-site building observed at the tract (USPS,
July 1997). No asbestos or lead-based paint (LBP) surveys have been conducted at the building.

Zoning: Since the Grondin's Quarry Tract is located on the municipal line of South Portland and
Scarborough, zoning ordinances for both cities were reviewed. Under the jurisdiction of South
Portland, the site is currently zoned “General Commercial” (CG). The "General Commercial District"
was established to accommodate wholesale and service uses that do not depend on frequent personal
visitors, customers, or clients, and include the storage of materials and finished products. Appropriate
uses for property zoned for “CG” include the following: wholesale trade; warehousing and
distribution facilities; transportation termini; new and/or used motor vehicle sales facilities;

automotive filling stations, automotive repair services, and car washes; miscellaneous repair services;
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public utility buildings, including substations, pumping stations, and compressor stations; accessory
buildings and uses; child, adult, or combined day care centers; and telecommunication towers.
Setbacks for property zoned “CG” include 50 feet for the front yard, and 20 feet or 50 percent of the
building height (whichever is greater) for the side and rear yards (City of South Portland Zoning
Code, last amended December 1993).

The Grondin's Quarry Tract is zoned as “Industrial District” (I) under the town of Scarborough zoning
ordinance. The purpose of this zoning designation is to provide districts within the town of
Scarborough for manufacturing, processing, treatment, research, warehousing, storage and
distribution, where there is no danger of explosion or other hazard to public safety. The following
uses are permitted in areas zoned “I”: manufacturing, processing, and treatment; warehousing and
storage; distribution and transportation; research laboratories; retail facilities and services accessory
to principal permitted uses; business and professional offices; and accessory uses. The maximum
building coverage for property zoned “I”” is 35 percent, and the setbacks include 100 feet for the front
yard, and 25 feet or 50 percent of the building height (whichever is greater) for the side and rear yard

(Town of Scarborough Zoning Regulations, last amended 1994).

7.2.3.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Implementation of the Proposed Action at the Grondin's Quarry Tract would not result in adverse
impacts to land use and zoning patterns. The use of this site as a P&DC facility is a conforming use

for the present zoning designations (“I” and “CG”) of the property.

It is anticipated that the on-site scale house/office would be removed by the current owner prior to

development.

Residential Development and Aesthetic Considerations: The site is located in an area zoned for
commercial and industrial use. It is anticipated that the new P&DC would be constructed in similar

style to the structures currently located in the site vicinity, and thus would not pose a significant

visual impact.

Industrial Potential: The Proposed Action does not conflict with the potential industrial

development in the area, as it would be constructed on property currently zoned for commercial and

industnal use.
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7.2.4  Transportation

This section identifies the metropolitan and local access to the Grondin's Quarty Tract as well as
existing levels of traffic in the site vicinity. Additionally, this section assesses the potential impacis

to traffic associated with constructing and operaiing a new Portland P&DC at this site.

7.24.1 Existing éionditions

The Grondin's Quarry Tract lies on the municipal line between the city of Scuth Portland and the
town of Scarborough (Figures 1 and 9). The site is located approximately 0.8 mile southeast of the
interchange of the Route 1 Connector and the Maine Tumpike, off of Mussey Road/Broadway
Avenue (Figure 13; the road is named "Mussey" in Scarborough and "Broadway" in South Portland).

The site is currently operated as an active rock quarry. Access to the site can be gained via Piggery

Road located off of Mussey Road/Broadway Avenue.

Mussey/Broadway is a two-lane road in the vicinity of the site. Currently, there is no traffic signal
present at the intersection of Mussey/Broadway and the access road to the site. Based on information
obtained from the town of Scarborough and the city of South Portland, no road improvements are
planned in the site area (Griffin, 1997). The Route 1 Connector connects to the Maine Turnpike at

Exit 7. From there, access to [-295 and to downtown Portland is easily obtained.

Traffic Levels: Current traffic counts were available for Exit 7 of the Maine Tumnpike, and for
Mussey Road at what would be the intersection with the site. Between January 1997 and May 1997,
inclusive, the average traffic through Exit 7 was 18,745 vehicles per day (Maine Turnpike Authority,
1997b). The 1992 annual average daily traffic count on Mussey Road at its intersection with the site
was 5,770 vehicles per day (Maine Department of Transportation).

Traffic Safety: According to Postal Service personnel, there are currently no known traffic problems
associated with the city streets surrounding the Grondin's Quarry Tract (USPS, 1997b). However,
according to Mr. Ken Dinsmore, the Town Engineer for the Town of Scarborough, an area of traffic
congestion currently exists in the eight corners area of Scarborough, located on Mussey Road less
than one mile from the Grondin’s Quarry site. Two 4-corner intersections are located at eight corners;
one intersection has a two-way stop, while the other has a flashing traffic signal. Although a traffic

congestion problem has been identified in this area, the measures that will be undertaken to ease the
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problem are still under discussion. Possible solutions include the construction of additional lanes on

the streets, or making the two-way stop into a four-way stop (Dinsmore, 1997).

In addition, traffic congestion is an ongoing problem on Payne Road, which intersects Mussey Road
approximately 1.25 miles west of the Grondin's Quarry Tract. Payne Road is a major artery in the site
area. A traffic study was performed for Payne Road in 1990. As a result of that study, businesses or
developments located within the town limits of Scarborough are required to pay traffic fees to the
town which are proportional to the amount of traffic they generate on Payne Road during peak hours
(4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.). The revenue generated from these fees is used for reconstruction and
improvement of Payne Road. Any business or developer planning construction within Scarborough

must submit a traffic study to the town as part of their site plan review (Dinsmore, 1997).

According to the South Portland Planning Department, there are no apparent traffic congestion

problems on Broadway Avenue at the municipal line (the location of the Grondin’s Quarry site)

(Cummings, 1997).

Public Transportation Availability: Public transportation is available in the Portland area between
5:30 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., but not within close proximity to the Grondin's Quarry Tract. The closest

bus service is located approximately one mile from the site (USPS, 1997b).

7.2.4.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

P&DC Traffic: A total of 850 employees would work (over seven days and over three 8'2-hour shifts
or tours) at the new Portland P&DC. On the first shift, which would start at 11:00 p.m., 29 percent
of the employees would work, 24 percent of the employees would start work at 7:00 a.m., and the
remaining employees (47 percent) would begin work at 3:00 p.m.. According to Postal Service
personnel, the best way to estimate the daily employee complement at the P&DC would be to divide
the total number of employees by six, multiply this result by five, and account for another 15 percent
of employees off due to leave (Burrington, 1997). Using this method, an estimated 602 employees
would be on site each day. If each employee is assumed to drive to work alone via his or her own
vehicle, and stay on-site for lunch (Burrington, 1997), then commuting postal employees could
contribute as many as 1,204 ‘vehicle trips to the surrounding area daily. Most of this traffic

(approximately 427 trips) would be concentrated during the mid afternoon hours (3:00 p.m.).
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In addition, approximately 200 more vehicle irips are expected to be associated with operation of the
new facility each day, consisting of 160 highway consract vehicle trips and 40 trips associated with
other business (Burrington, 1997). Most of this traffic would be concentrated between 5:00 a.m. and
6:00 a.m., and between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.. When added to the commuter trips mentioned earlier,

the new Portland P&DC could contribute as many as 1,404 vehicle trips to the surrounding area daily.

Due to the limited hours of availability and the distance from the site, no employees are expected to

use public transportation (bus service) to ride to and from the site.

No retail service or post office box service would be available at the new Portland P&DC site;

therefore, customer traffic is expected to be minimal.

A new P&DC at the Grondin's Quarry Tract would shift postal-related traffic from the Northwest
Annex, the South Portland Carrier Annex, the Rand Road Station, and the Quarry Road warehouse
facilities to the new P&DC location and to the location of the Portland Main Post Office (i.e., the
existing P&DC). All traffic associated with processing and distribution operations at the existing
P&DC would also shift to the new P&DC. This traffic would include carrier traffic, transport trucks,

and highway contract vehicles.

According to Postal Service personnel (Sterling, 1997), delivery trucks travelling to and from the
P&DC would most likely use the nearest access to the highway system. At the Grondin's Quarry
Tract, trucks would travel along the Route 1 connector and access the Maine Turnpike at Exit 7.

Given the existing levels of traffic on these roads, it is unlikely that delivery vehicle traffic would

significantly impact the area.

However, commuter traffic associated with the operation of a new P&DC at the Grondin’s Quarry
Tract has the potential to impact traffic conditions at the eight corners area and perhaps the Payne
Road area in Scarborough (Dinsmore, 1997). For example, in the event that the majority of commuter
traffic travels through the eight corners area, as many as 427 (postal employees) vehicles could pass
through that area in a hour's time. In addition, according to Ken Dinsmore, the Town Engineer for the
Town of Scarborough, any business or developer planning construction within the town limits must

submit a traffic study to the town as part of the site plan review. Therefore, Dames & Moore
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recommends a traffic study be performed to more fully assess the impact that the proposed P&DC

would have on traffic congestion in these areas.

Construction Traffic: Construction of the new Portland P&DC would require the presence of
additional vehicles at the site during construction. Construction-related traffic would be transient in

nature and therefore is not expected to significantly impact overall traffic conditions.

725 Noise
7.25.1 Existing Conditions

Noise: Land use surrounding the Grondin's Quarry Tract is primarily commercial and undeveloped
with some residential development. To the east is a buried waterline ROW and a limited access
highway (I-295 Connector). To the south, west and north, the area is generally occupied by
commercial services, such as a truck repair shop and petroleum tank service (Dames & Moore,
1996b). Woodlands also occupy portions of the area located south of the site. Several residential

properties were observed approximately 200 to 300 feet west of the tract (Dames & Moore, 1996b).

The main sources of noise in the project area are rock blasting and the usage of heavy equipment at
the quarry; vehicular traffic generated from the [-295 connector and Broadway; and air traffic from

the Portland International Jetport. The airport is located approximately 2 miles north of the tract.

Sensitive Receptors: The nearest sensitive receptors within the site area include the residential
properties located west of the Grondin’s Quarry Tract. Currently, wooded areas separate the tract from

these residential properties. Dames & Moore identified no other sensitive receptors in the immediate

vicinity of the site.

7.2.5.2 Potential impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action/Mitigation Measures

Construction of a new P&DC at the Grondin's Quarry Tract would cause a temporary increase in
exterior noise in the site area. The majority of the noise associated with the operation of the future

P&DC at the site would be generated from the movement of facility vehicles.

Noise Impacts During Construction: Construction-related noise would result from the Proposed

Action. Other than delivery of the building materials and concrete, the noise anticipated from the
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construction of the P&DC should be similar to thai associated with resideniial consiruciion. Due io

the cccurrence of shallow bedrock at the site, blasting of rock during construction might be needed.

Exterior Postal Operations: Traffic and, therefore, noise are expecied io increase as a resuli of the
Proposed Action. As stated carlier in Section 7.2.4, approximately 160 highway contract vehicle
(i.e., delivery truck) trips would be associated with the daily operation of the new P&DC. If the arrival
and departure iimes of these vehicles are similar to their schedule at the existing P&DC (Sterling,
1997), then approximately 38 percent (or 61 trips) of these trips would occur between 12:00 a.m. and
7:00 a.m., 26 percent (42 trips) would occur between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., and 36 percent (57
trips) would occur between 3:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. Thus, the majority of the truck traffic to and
from the new facility would occur during the evening and at night. Due to the surrounding land uses,

the increase in nightime noise associated with facility-related traffic is not expected to be significant.

Although vehicular noise would be generated from the operation of a new P&DC, the Grondin's

Quarry Tract is located in an area zoned for commercial and industrial use, and the P&DC would be

a conforming use of the site.

Mitigative Measures: Although of a temporary nature, construction noise can be minimized for off-

site and on-site receptors by the following mitigative measures:

» Managing construction to limit significant noises to between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

* To lessen the potential noise impact to construction workers, construction workers involved in
daily operations on or around heavy equipment, or in rock blasting activities, would wear ear
protective safety equipment such as ear plugs or muffs.

In addition, the project design should consider retaining the natural sound barrier (the wooded area)

located between the site and the nearby residential area.

7.26  Air Quality

7.2.6.1 Existing Conditions

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract site is partially undeveloped woodland and partially an active rock

quarry. The area nearby is mainly residential or undeveloped. No large sources of air emissions other
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than the quarry were identified in the immediate area. The major source of air emissions in the area

1s vehicles.

The Maine DEP does not operate any ambient air quality monitoring stations in the immediate
vicinity of the Grondin's Quarry Tract. Therefore, no monitoring data exist for use in comparing air

quality conditions among the three sites.

Carbon monoxide concentrations are not considered a concern in the Portland area, and DEP does
not operate a monitor for carbon monoxide in the Portland area. Further, the DEP reported that the
EPA had conducted a short-term carbon monoxide study in the Portland area and found that carbon

monoxide concentrations were at very low levels.

7.26.2 Air Quality Attainment Status

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract is located in Cumberland County. The EPA classifies Cumberland
County as part of a “moderate” non-attainment area for ozone [ozone is not emitted from vehicles,
but is formed from the photochemical reaction of precursor pollutants, primarily nitrogen oxides
(NO,) and volatile organic compounds (VOC), which are emitted from vehicles]. Special permitting
requirements are needed for major stationary sources of VOC and NO, located in ozone non-
attainment areas. (Major stationary sources in areas of Maine classified as “moderate” are sources

with emissions greater than 50 tons per year of VOC or 100 tons per year of NO,.)

Ozone is a pollutant of regional concem, and ozone concentrations would not be expected to vary
substantially from one proposed site to another, on average. Emissions directly attributable to vehicle
trips generated by the Postal Service facility are not expected to have a significant effect on regional

ozone levels.

7.2.6.3 Potential Impacts Resulting from The Proposed Action

Construction-Related Air Quality Impacts: The major air quality impacts associated with
construction of the proposed building are those associated with emissions from the operation of
construction equipment, the vehicles used to deliver building materials, and the paving of the
driveways and parking and maneuvering areas. Emissions from gasoline- and diesel-operated

machines are expected to be minimal. Fugitive dust emissions resulting from grading, paving, and
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other construction activities are also expected to be minor. Construction air impacts are considered
insignificant due to the relatively small magnitude of the impacts and the temporary nature of the

construction activities.

Air Quality Impacts During Operation: The primary emissions associated with the proposed
facility are emissions from motor vehicles and emissions from natural gas-fired boilers. The
preliminary facility design includes two natural gas-fired boilers that are estimated to have a

combined heat input capacity of 1.5 million Btu/hr (Traexler, August 28, 1997).

Air Permits: Construction and use of the proposed P&DC do not require air permit(s) from the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP). The MDEP also does not require air quality
permits for mobile sources (vehicles). Other than emissions associated with the natural gas-fired
boilers, no air stationary source emissions are expected from the facility. MDEP allows for natural
gas-fired fuel-burning equipment to be exempt from air quality permitting if the total heat input
capacity of the equipment is less than 10 million Btw/hour. The proposed boilers at the P&DC would

be below this capacity at an estimated 1.5 million Btu/hour.

Air Quality Impacts Related to Traffic: Traffic data from January through May 1997 were available
for Exit 7 of the Maine Turnpike. Traffic data from 1992 was available for Mussey Road at what
would be the intersection of the site’s access road. The average traffic throngh Exit 7 was 18,745
vehicles per day, and the average traffic on Mussey Road was 5,770 vehicles per day. The total
number of vehicle trips generated by the P&DC operation is estimated to be about 1,404 trips per day.

The emissions of most interest for the proposed facility are emissions from vehicles. Related to
vehicular emissions, the pollutants of most interest are carbon monoxide from a local impact
standpoint and ozone from a regional standpoint. Based on the available information, the increase in
traffic due to the proposed facility is expected to have only a minor impact on air-quality in

comparison with current traffic volume in the area.

Conformity: Federal actions (other than transportation projects) in 0zone non-attainment areas must
be reviewed for applicability of "general conformity" requirements (40 CFR 51, subpart W). The
purpose of the general conformity rules is to assure that Federal actions are consistent with state

implementation plans and would not increase the frequency or severity of an existing air quality
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standards non-attainment condition or delay attainment of standards. To gain this assurance, Federal
actions are subject to a conformity determination unless project emissions are below defined

threshold levels or the project is otherwise considered exempt.

The threshold emission level for moderate ozone non-attainment areas is 100 tons per year of either

VOC or NO,. These thresholds apply to the sum of direct and indirect emissions.

No indirect VOC or NO, emissions are expected to result from the Proposed Action. Direct VOC and
NO, emissions from the proposed project are primarily mobile source emissions from the vehicles
entering and leaving the P&DC and emissions from the proposed boilers. Total vehicle and boiler
VOC and NOx emissions attributable to the expansion should be well below the 100-ton-per-year

threshold. Therefore, a conformity determination is not considered necessary for the proposed project.

7.26.4 Recommended Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are believed necessary due to operation of the proposed postal facility.
However, during facility construction, if fugitive dust emissions on egress routes become excessive,

housekeeping steps should be implemented to remove mud and soil tracked onto the adjacent

roadways.

7.2.7 Population Trends and Housing
7.2.7.1 Existing Conditions

The existing P&DC located in downtown Portland serves an estimated 720,000 customers which,
according to the FPC (USPS, 1997a), is approximately 60 percent of the State of Maine’s population.
Based on information issued by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the population of Maine increased
by 1.3 percent, from 1,227,928 in April 1990 to 1,243,316 in July 1996 (1997a). The U.S. Census
expects the total Maine population to increase by approximately 181,000 people over the next three

decades (1997b). The Greater Portland Region embodies a total population of approximately 200,000.

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract is located in Cumberland County in both the town of Scarborough and
the city of South Portland. Based on the 1990 Census estimates, Scarborough has a population of

approximately 13,128, South Portland has a population of 23,104, and Cumberland County has a
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population of 243,135 (Allen, 1997). Permitting information on record ai the Scarboreugh Planning

Depariment estimated the Scarborough population to increase to 14,158 by 1995 (Ziepniewski, 1997).

The Scarborough Comprehensive Plan 1994 on file ai the Scarborough Planning Department
projected the Scarborough population in 2003 to be between 14,400 and 16,100 (Ziepniewski, 1997).
Historically, the population of Scarborough has increased at an average raic of 1.96 percent per ygar
between 1890 to 1990 and 2.36 percent per year between 1970 to 1990 (Ziepniewski, 1997). Tthe
population of South Portland was projected by the South Portland Comprehensive Plan 1991, on
record at the South Portland Planning Department, to be 25,344 in 2003 (Cummings, 1997).

7.2.7.2 Potential Impacts Resuiting from the Proposed Action

The Postal Service anticipates that up to 850 employees (Burrington, 1997) would be reassigned to
the new P&DC as a result of the proposed construction. The employees are not expected to add to the
local population since the existing P&DC in downtown Portland and the associated postal facilities
and the Grondin's Quarry Tract are located within 5 miles of each other. Thus, no additional housing

would be needed as a result of the Proposed Action.

Construction of a new P&DC at the Grondin's Quarry Tract would have minimal impacts on
population trends and housing since construction would be short term and would most likely use local

construction firms. Also, there are no plans to hire additional staff at the new P&DC following the

completion of the proposed construction.

7.2.8 Relocation of Employees, Residences, and Businesses

7.2.8.1 Existing Conditions

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract is presently occupied by an active rock quarry operation. The site is

located within 5 miles of the existing downtown P&DC and associated postal facilities.

7.2.8.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

The proposed construction would result in a relocation of the on-site quarry operation.

Approximately 850 employees would be relocated to the new P&DC (Burrington, 1997). The

Proposed Action at the Grondin's Quarry Tract would not require the Postal Service employees to
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relocate their residences since the tract is located within 5 miles of the existing P&DC and associated

postal facilities.

7.29 Community Services
7.29.1 Existing Conditions

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract straddles the municipal boundary between the city of South Portland and
the town of Scarborough. As such, it has easy access to community services such as restaurants,
medical services, commercial-retail facilities, and police/fire protection located in Scarborough, as

well as in the Greater Portland Region.

Access and Distance to Restaurants/Services: The nearest restaurants are located within a 1-mile
radius of Grondin’s Quarry Tract and are generally located in South Portland along Broadway, Main
Street (Route 1) and off of Southborough Drive (MapBlast!, 1997). Additionally, the cities of
Portland and South Portland offer the services of a variety of hotels, shopping areas, restaurants and
civic facilities such as, the South Portland Fire and Police Departments, the Chamber of Commerce
of the Greater Portland Region, the Cumberland County Courthouse, the Cumberland County Civic
Center, and the Portland International Ferry Terminal (DeLorme, 1997). Downtown Portland and its
Old Port district are located approximately 4 miles northeast of the Grondin’s Quarry Tract. The site

has easy access to the Portland International Jetport, which is located roughly 2 miles north of the

tract.

Access and Distance to Hospitals: The closest medical facilities are the Maine Medical Center
(22 Bramhall Street) and Mercy Hospital (144 State Street), which are located approximately 4 miles
from the Grondin’s Quarry Tract in downtown Portland (DeLorme, 1997; NYNEX, 1996). Brighton
Medical Center Emergency Services is also easily accessible and is located approximately 4 miles

northeast of the tract at 335 Brighton Avenue (MapBlast!, 1997).

Emergency Services, Fire and Police Protection: 911 emergency service is available for police, fire
and medical services. The closest fire protection is offered by the South Portland Fire Department and
Civil Emergency Preparedness Office, which are located approximately 1 mile northeast of the tract
at 684 Broadway (MapBlast!, 1997). The Scarborough Police Department is located approximately
2.5 miles south of Grondin’s Quarry (Oak Hill Scar) and the South Portland Police Department is
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located approximately 4 miles aertheast (30 Anthoine Street) of the site (MapBlast!, 1997, NYNEX,
1996). The Greater Portland Area is reportedly adequately staffed with fire, police and emergency

medical service personnel (Buirington, 1997).

7.2.9.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

As previously stated, the proposed construction of a new P&DC is not expected to significantly add
to the local area population. Thus, there is no additional need for community services such as medical
care, fire protection or police protection. No additional services are expected to be required during
the construction activities. No significant negative impacts to the local area community facilities and

services would occcur.

7.2.10 Utilities
7.2101 Existing Conditions

Currently, the only utility present on the Grondin's Quarry Tract is public watet which is provided by
the Portland Water District. A 12-inch water line is located within the site, and runs east from Mussey

Road (Portland Water District, 1997).

7.2.10.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Public sewer service, natural gas service, electrical service, and telephone service would require

extension to the Grondin's Quarry Tract. The nearest locations of these utilities are described below.

Public Water: As stated above, an underground 12-inch water line traverses the site along the

municipal line. The location of this line would be considered in the project design and might require

relocation.

Sewer: The town of Scarborough provides public sewer service in the site area. An extension from
a 10-inch line located on the west side of Mussey Road would be required to serve the site
(Scarborough Sanitation Department, 1997). The extension of this sewer line would be a condition

of the Offer to Sell (Griffin, 1997).

Natural gas: Currently, the closest connection to natural gas is near Wal-Mart on Spring Street,

located nearly 2 miles from the site. The extension would likely run along Spring Street to Mussey,

Dames & Moore 7-24 November 19, 1997

WO ATLNOLN P tosysml s MIRAFTAL 58



Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

then northeast to the site. The Postal Service's cost of the line extension, if any, would be determined

based upon estimated load usage (Northern Utilities, 1997).

Electricity: Three-phase electrical service is not currently available at the site. Upgrading would be
required to supply the site with electrical service. The Postal Service’s cost of the extension would

be dependent upon the type of service provided at the site (Central Maine Power, 1997).

Telephone: Telephone service in the Portland area is provided by NYNEX. A reply has not been

received to a request for specific connection. However, it is assumed that adequate telephone service

can be provided at the site.

7.2.11 Energy Requirements and Conservation
7.2.11.1 Existing Conditions

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract is presently undeveloped with the exception of a small wooden building

(scale house/office) associated with the on-site quarry operation.

7.2.11.2 Potential Impacts Resulting from the Proposed Action

Energy conservation would be considered in the facility design. New automated equipment would
be incorporated into the P&DC in a manner that would conserve energy. Consideration would also

be given to utilizing energy-saving light bulbs throughout the new P&DC.
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8.0 EVALUATION OF IMPACTS — NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

This section describes the anticipated environmental impacts associated with the No Action

Alternative as well as suggested measures to mitigate potentially adverse impacts.

8.1 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
8.1.1  Topography

Under the No Action Alternative, no construction would occur at any of the existing postal sites in

the Portland Area. Therefore, existing topography would be unaffected under the No Action

Alternative.

8.1.2 Geology and Soils

No construction would occur at any of the existing sites; therefore, no change in impacts to geology

and soils would occur under the No Action Alternative.

8.1.3 Prime Farmland

No change in impacts to Prime Farmland (if present) would occur under the No Action Alternative.

8.1.4 Botanical Element

No change in impacts to the botanical element would occur under the No Action Alternative.

8.1.5 Fish and Wildlife

No change in impacts to fish and wildlife would occur under the No Action Alternative.

8.2 CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
8.2.1 Historical and Archeological Resources

No change in impacts to historical and archeological resources (if present) would occur under the No
Action Alternative. The Forest Avenue postal facility (existing P&DC), which is listed on the

National Register of Historic Sites, would continue to be used by the Postal Service.
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8.2.2 Local Employment and Economics

No change in the existing local employment and economics would occur under the No Action

Aliernative.

8.2.3 Land Use and Zoning Patterns

Implementation of the No Action Alternative would not result in a change in land use and zoning

patterns in the vicinity of the existing postal facilities in Portland.

8.2.4 Transportation

Implementation of the No Action Alternative would not result in a change in existing traffic

conditions in the vicinity of the existing postal facilities in the Portland area.

8.2.5 Noise

Existing noise conditions associated with postal operations would not change under the No Action

Alternative.

8.2.6 Air Quality

Existing air quality conditions associated with postal operations would be unaffected under the No

Action Alternative.

8.2.7 Population Trends and Housing

Population trends and housing would not change as a result of the No Action Alternative.

8.2.8 Relocation of Employees, Residences, and Businesses

Relocation of employees, residences, and businesses would not occur as a result of the No Action

Alternative.

8.29 Community Services

Existing community services would not change as a result of the No Action Alternative.
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8.2.10 Utilities

Existing utility needs and uses would continue under the No Action Alternative.

8.2.11 Energy Requirements and Conservation

Under the No Action Alternative, it is likely that additional energy conservation measures would be

implemented at postal facilities in the Portland area.
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9.0 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDED
MITIGATION MEASURES

9.1 TYPES OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS

The Proposed Action would be designed and constructed to minimize and avoid (to the extent
possible) adverse impacts to the environment. Minimal to moderate adverse impacts expected to be

caused by implementation of the Proposed Action include:

e Soils (due to erosion potential at Snyder and Scarborough Downs Tracts).
e Hydrology/water quality (due to on-site wetlands and stormwater runoff at all three sites).

¢ Botanical elements (due to loss of woodlands at Snyder and Scarborough Downs Tracts; no

Federally or state-listed species of special concern [threatened or protected] was identified at any
of the sites.)

e Wildlife (due to loss of potential wildlife habitats at Snyder and Scarborough Downs Tracts; no

federally or state-listed species of special concern [threatened or protected] was identified at any
of the sites.)

¢ Historic and archeological resources (due to potential for on-site archeological resources at
Grondin’s Quarry Tract — additional investigation required).

¢ Business relocation (due to relocation of Grondin’s Quarry to another location).

Other elements include:

e Topography, which would not be significantly altered at any of the three sites.

¢  Prime Farmland Soils, which are mapped in the eastemn portion of the Snyder Tract, although this
portion of the site is not anticipated to be used during site development by the Postal Service.

» Traffic, which would experience a local increase due to relocation of postal-related traffic to the
new P&DC and a decrease in the downtown area.

e Local employment and economics, which would be beneficially affected at each of the three sites.

¢ Land use and zoning, which would be compatible with the existing uses and zoning patterns at
each of the three sites.
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> Noise, which would increase at the Snyder and Scarborough Dowas Tracts due to the Proposed
Action. The types of site-related noise at the Grondin’s Quarry Tract would change due to the new
use of the site.

»  Air quality, which is not expected to be significantly affected by the Proposed Action.
»  Population trends and housing, which would be unaffected by the Proposed Action.
e  Community services, which would not be impacted by the Proposed Action.

¢ Utilities, which would require extension to each of the sites.

e Energy requirements and conservation, which would be incorporated into the design of the new P&DC.

9.2 MITIGATION MEASURES

Many of the adverse impacts described in more detail in Sections 5.0, 6.0, and 7.0 of this assessment

can be mitigated through use of Best Management Practices and carefully designed site utilizations,

as summarized below.

Regardless of which site is selected, Best Management Practices would be followed to minimize soil
erosion and sediment and to protect surface water quality. A soil erosion and control plan would be

prepared and implemented.

Coordination with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers and the Maine Department of Environmental
Protection would occur to address on-site wetlands and required permitting and mitigation measures
at each of the three sites. At the Snyder Tract, the preliminary site utilizations for the new postal
facility avoid the wetlands identified at the site. The Postal Service will coordinate with the Maine
Turnpike Authority to utilize their access road in order to avoid impacting additional wetland areas
at the Snyder Tract. At the Scarborough Downs Tract, it is likely that an access road would traverse
wetland areas. Two possible site configurations have been evaluated in order to minimize impacts
to wetlands at this site. Wetlands comprise the northern portion of the Grondin’s Quarry Tract,
although the preliminary site utilizations have located the P&DC in the southern portion of the site
where wetlands would be minimally affected. However, the required access from Broadway/Mussey

Road to the site would significantly impact wetlands.
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The irretrievable loss of woodlands at the Snyder and Scarborough Downs Tracts cannot be mitigated.
However, at the Snyder Tract, only the western portion of the woodland would be utilized by the
Postal Service for site development; the eastern portion of the site could be retained as a natural
wooded area. The loss of woodlands would result in a corresponding loss of wildlife habitat at these

two sites. Again, retaining the woodlands on the eastern portion of the Snyder Tract would mitigate

the adverse impacts to the wildlife.

Archeological sites could be present at the Grondin’s Quarry site, although the portion of the site
proposed for development by the Postal Service has already been significantly altered by the
quarrying operations. The Postal Service would coordinate activities with the Maine Historic

Preservation Commission and conduct a survey for archeological resources if required. Archeological

resources, if found, would be protected.

Transportation impacts at each of the three sites could be mitigated by implementing employee ride-
share programs, etc. Stop signs would be installed at all facility entrances, and if feasible, the Postal
Service might petition for traffic lights onto busy streets. Additional mitigation measures might be
developed based on results of traffic studies being recommended as part of this assessment. It is
expected that there would be beneficial traffic impacts at some of the other postal facilities due to

relocation of most operations to the new P&DC.

Noise impacts during construction would be impacted by scheduling activities during daytime hours
and by wearing protective safety equipment. Blasting of rock might be required at the Grondin’s
Quarry Tract; in addition to daytime scheduling of this activity, workers would wear hearing-
protection/safety equipment. In addition, the site designs would incorporate maintaining existing

forested areas as buffers to the extent reasonably feasible.
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10.0 REQUIRED PERMITS

Development of one of the three sites by the Postal Service may require permits. Aspects of the
project that may be subject to permitting requirements include potential air, development, wetland,

and stormwater impacts as summarized below.

¢ Air permits from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) would not likely be
needed, based on current design estimates. The only stationary air emission source expected to
operate at the site is a heating plant with natural gas-fired boilers. Under Maine Air Pollution
Control regulations, a permit exemption is allowed for sources that burn natural gas and have a
combined heat output of less than 10 million British thermal units per hour (million Btu/hour).
Since the proposed heating plant would consist of two natural gas-fired boilers with a combined
input of 1.5 million Btu/hour, the heating plant would be exempted. Furthermore, it is expected
that the facility would not be a major source of air emissions which would require Title V
operating permits under the Clean Air Act.

e Each of the three sites are determined by the State of Maine to be located in the Coastal Zone
Management Area, which includes all municipalities that border coastal areas. Under the Coastal
Zone Management Act (CZMA) 16 U.S.C. § 1451 et seq, the Postal Service would issue a
Consistency Determination for the project following a review of the Proposed Action's consistency
with the Maine Coastal Management Program 16 U.S.C. § 1456(c)(1)(A). This Consistency
Determination should be provided to the Maine DEP no later than 90 days before final approval
of the activity. 16 U.S.C. § 1456(c)(1)(C).

e  Since all three sites are mapped as having various wetlands, a permit would likely be required
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The USACE has jurisdiction for regulating
wetland filling and alteration under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Typically minor wetland
impacts of less than 0.1 acre are exempt from permits, however as the size of the wetland impact
increases, the permitting process becomes more involved. Wetland impacts of more than 1 acre
or in "wetlands of special significance", are considered major impacts and require a full detailed
Tier 3 review. Minor or less significant impacts can be permitted through a joint review process
established between the DEP and the USACE.

¢ The Maine Site Location of Development Law does not legally apply to the proposed project, but
needs to be considered. This law requires the evaluation of a wide range of factors and a finding
of no significant potential impacts in each area reviewed. This law would likely result in a larger
level of effort to permit than the wetland aspects of the project. The areas of review are:

- Stormwater

- Wildlife and fisheries
- Water quality

- Buffer strips

- Noise
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- Traffic

- Hazardous wastes

- Air quality

- Soils

- Erosion contiol

- Aesthetics

- Archeological, historical
- Water supply

- Solid waste disposal

- Wastewater

- Groundwater protection

Some of these areas of review have recently been modified by the Maine Legislature to a more
restrictive standard. Chapters 500 and 502 of the Site Law address stormwater as water quality
standards. Although the proposed project should consider these new regulations, the site is not
located in an area termed "sensitive or threatened region or watershed”, "Rivers, streams, brooks
most at risk from development". Although new regulations are in general more restrictive than the
previous regulations, the most stringent aspects of the new regulations do not apply to any of the
three sites since they are not located in or adjacent to one of the areas listed above.

Chapter 374 of the Site Law addressing traffic movement has also been recently modified to
broaden the review authority of the DEP and to set performance standards for the flow of traific,
particularly during peak traffic periods. The number of passenger car equivalents (PCES’)
determines the level of detail required in the traffic study.

Maine has other laws that address oil storage; chemical storage, use and disposal; reporting
requirements; however these regulations do not appear to be problematic for the existing P&DC
facility and would therefore not likely to be problematic for the Proposed Action.

Since more than 5 acres of land would be disturbed at each of the three sites, a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for stormwater would be required.
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11.0 REFERENCES/COORDINATION

11.1 REFERENCES

The following documents were reviewed or personnel were interviewed during the assessment and

are cited in this document.

1964. Aerial Photograph of Grondin Quarry Site.

Allen, Margaret, 1997. Telephonic communication between Michele Healy of Dames & Moore and

Ms. Allen of the Maine Municipal Association. Ms. Allen provided information reported in
the 1990 Census tables.

Anderson, Sarah, September 1997. Personal communication with Douglas Waldron of Dames &

Moore and Sarah Anderson of the Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Augusta,
Maine.

Ash, Larry, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and Larry
Ash of the City of Portland, Public Works Department.

Bartlett, Peter, 1997. Personal communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and Mr.
Bartlett (Technical Service Engineer) of Central Maine Power.

Bates, Dick, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and Dick
Bates (Technical Service Engineer) of Central Maine Power.

Burrington, John, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and
John Burrington of the U.S. Postal Service.

Carpentter, Roger, 1997. Telephonic communication between Michele Healy of Dames & Moore and

Mr. Carpentter of the Maine Department of Labor, Division of Labor Market Information
Services.

Central Maine Power, 1997. Information provided to Mr. Ken Griffin of the U.S. Postal Service
Major Facilities Office by Central Maine Power.

City of Portland, not dated. Zoning Map (Snyder Site)
City of Portland, last revised 1997. City of Portland Zoning Regulations.
City of South Portland. last revised 1992. City of South Portland Zoning Code.

City of South Portland, Not Dated. Zoning Map (Grondin's Quarry Site).

Dames & Moore 11-1 November 19, 1997

N\DM_ATLIVOL wp\spraasiportland\DRAFT2.D0C



rrrrrrrrr

Envirommensal Assessment nited States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

Coasial Zone Management Act 16 U.S.C. § 1451 ef seq.

Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40, Part 51, Subpart W, Determining Conformity of General
Federal Actions to State or Federal Irnplementation Plans (40 CFR 51.850 - 51.860)

Cumberland County, Deed Records, Scarborough Property (reviewed by Dames & Moore, 1996).
Curamings, Susan, 1997. Telephonic communications between Michele Healy and Lynn Whitmore
of Dames & Moore and Ms. Cummings of the South Portland Planning Department. Ms.

Cummings provided information reported in the South Portiand Comprehensive Plan 1991,
as well as information regarding traffic congestion.

Daimes & Moore, 1996a. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Site B (Alternate) Scarborough
Downs Adjacent Payne Road, Scarborough, Maine.

Dames & Moore, May 1996. Phase [ Hazardous Materials Site Assessment - Scarborough Downs
(Site B)

Dames & Moore, 1996b. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Site C (Grondin’s Quarry), Mussey
Road, Scarborough, Maine.

Dames & Moore, November 1, 1996. Preliminary Development, Environmental and Geotechnical
Assessment for Site C (Grondin’s Quarry), Scarborough, Maine.

Dames & Moore, July 15, 1997a. Draft Report, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Snyder
Tract, Portland, Maine.

Dames & Moore, July 15, 1997b. Draft Report, Phase | Environmental Site Assessment Update,
Scarborough Downs Tract, Scarborough, Maine

Dames & Moore, July 15, 1997c. Draft Report, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Update,
Grondin’s Quarry Tract, South Portland and Scarborough, Maine.

DeLorme, 1997. Greater Portland map & guide. Yarmouth, Maine.

Dinsmore, Ken, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and
Ken Dinsmore (Town Engineer) of the Town of Scarborough.

Environmental Laboratory, 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical
Report Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), June 19, 1985. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM),
Scarborough, Maine. Community Panel Number: 230052 0010 D.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), July 17, 1986. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM),
Portland, Maine. Community Panel Number: 230051 0012 B.

Dames & Moore 11-2 November 19, 1997

WIH_ATLINCO Ly earpr Al ADFAFT2LCC



Environmental Assessment United States Postal Service
Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft

Griffin, Ken, 1997. Personal and telephonic communications between Patti Westermann of Dames
& Moore and Mr. Griffin of the U.S. Postal Service.

Goss, Kiris, 1997. Telephonic communication between Michele Healy of Dames & Moore and Mr.
Goss of the Greater Portland Council of Governments (GPCOG).

Grover, Rebecca, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and
Ms. Grover of the Maine Turnpike Authority.

Holbrook, Sarah, 1997. Information provided to Michael Breiner of Dames & Moore by Ms. Holbrook
of the Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas Program.

Lee, Sherry, 1997. Telephonic communication between Michael Breiner of Dames & Moore and Ms.
Sherry Lee of the Audubon Society of Maine.

Maine Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Engineering, Annual Average Daily Traffic
Counts, 1992 through 1995.

Maine Geological Survey, 1976, revised 1978. “Groundwater Resource Maps of Cumberland
County."

Maine Geological Survey, 1976. Open File Report No. 76-47 “Reconnaissance Surficial Geology of
the Portland West Quadrangle, Maine.”

Maine Geological Survey, 1979. Open-File Report No. 79-6 “Sand and Gravel Aquifers Map 5,
Cumberland and York Counties, Maine.”

Maine Geological Survey, 1981. Open File Report No. 81-29 “Bedrock Geology of the Lower
Androscoggin Valley-Casco Bay Area, Maine.”

Maine Geological Survey, 1985. Open File Report No. 85-87 “The Bedrock Geology of the Bath and
Portland 2 Map Sheets, Maine” by Arthur Mussey."

Maine Geological Survey, 1985. “Bedrock Geologic Map of Maine.”
Maine Geological Survey, 1985. “Surficial Geological Map of Maine.”

Maine Historic Preservation Commission, 1996. A Heritage for the Future: A Plan for Preserving
Maine's Historic and Archeological Resources.

Maine Turnpike Authority, 1997a. Information provided to Dames & Moore via Ken Griffin (U.S.
Postal Service).

Maine Tumpike Authority, 1997b. Traffic Comparison by Interchange Report January through May
(inclusive).

Dames & Moore 11-3 November 19, 1997

DM _ATLAVOL wp's'vaps'sar'portiand DRAFT2 DOC



Environmenial Assessmeni United States Posial Service
Proposed Construction ond Operaion of @ Naw Porland, ME P&EDC Draft

MapBlast! httn//wwy.inapblast.com. 1996 Vicinity Corporation. Searches performed by Michele
Healy of Dames & Moore on September 3 and 4, 1997 (maps).

McCollough, Mark, 1997. Information provided to Michael Breiner of Dames & Moore by Mr.
McCollough of the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

Meadows, Jeff, 1997. Telephonic communication between Michael Breiner of Dames & Moore and
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U.S. Postal Service Floodplain Management and Protection of Weilands Procedures, 39 CFR Pait
776.

Wild and Scenic River Act, 16 U.S.C. §1274-1276.

Woodlot Alternatives, Inc. December 9, 1994. Wetland Delineation of the Snyder Site Easi of [-95,
Portland, Maine.

Wyman, Regina, 1997. Telephonic communication between Lynn Whitmore of Dames & Moore and
Regina Wyman of the Maine Turnpike Authority.
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and Mr. Ziepniewski of the Scarborough Planning Department. Mr. Ziepniewski provided

population information reported in the Scarborough Comprehensive Plan 1994 and in the
April 1995 permitting documents.

11.2 AGENCIES AND PERSONS CONTRIBUTING TO THE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Completion of this Environmental Assessment was coordinated with Postal Service personnel in the
Memphis, Tennessee Major Facilities Office and the existing Portland P&DC; and Federal, state, and
local and regulatory agencies. Agencies were contacted for information regarding the proposed
construction and a letter was sent to the Maine State Clearinghouse to request intergovernmental
comment on the Proposed Action. A copy of related correspondence is presented in Appendix A.

Appendix B provides the Notice of Intent and the Proof of Publication.

The following persons and agencies contributed information that was used during the assessment:

Name Affiliation

Margaret Allen Maine Municipal Association

Sarah Anderson Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Augusta, Maine (Air
Quality Engineer)

Larry Ash City of Portland, Public Works Department (Traffic Engineers)

Peter Bartlett Central Maine Power (Technical Service Engineer)
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Susan Cummings
Ken Dinsmore
Mike Farmer
Ken Griffin
Rebecca Grover
Kris Goss

Sarah Holbrook
Alix W. Hopkins
Bill Howard
Rodney A. Howe
Carey Kish
Sherry Lee

Mark McCullogh

Central Maine Power (Technical Service Engineer)

Maine Historic Preservation Commission (Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer)

U.S. Postal Service (Manager, Administrative Services, District of
Maine)

Maine State Planning Office, Coastal Programs

Maine Department of Labor, Division of Labor Market Information
Services

National Resources Conservation Service, Cumberland County Field
Office

Portland Water District (Engineering Department)

City of Portland, Public Work Department (Associate Engineer)

South Portland Planning Department

Town of Scarborough (Town Engineer)

Town of Scarborough Sanitary Department (Sanitary Superintendent) 7
U.S. Postal Service, Major Facilities Office (Real Estate Specialist)
Maine Turnpike Authority (Assistant Director of Government Relations)
Greater Portland Council of Governments

Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas Program

Portland Trails, Executive Director

Northern Utilities

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Project Manager)

Greater Portland Council of Governments

Audubon Society of Maine

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
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Bob Meicalfe
John Mitchell
Kirk F. Mohney
Gordon Russell

Earle G. Shettleworth

Rick Seeley
Jason Snyder

Diana Stahl

Steve Tippenoe

Jim Sterling
John Traexler

Scott Vincent

Conrad Welzel
Regina Wyman

William Yamartino

Joseph Ziepniewski

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
Mitchell and Associates

Maine Historic Preservation Comraission
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services, Maine Field Office

Maine Historic Preservation Commission (State Historic Preservation
Officer)

Greater Portland Council of Governments (Coastal Coordinator)
Owner of Snyder Tract

Maine Department of Conservation Natural Areas Program (Data
Specialist)

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (Environmental
Coordinator)

U.S. Postal Service, Maine District (Facilities Specialist)
Sverdrup-Gilbane (Program Manager)

U.S. Postal Service, Memphis Facilities Office (Environmental
Specialist)

Maine Tumpike Authority (Director of Government Relations)
Maine Turnpike Authority (Fare Collections)

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Maine State Office (Resource
Conservationist)

Town of Scarborough Planning Department

Woodlot Alternatives, Inc.
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Maine Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Engineering

Portland Water District

11.3 PREPARERS

The following Dames & Moore personnel prepared this Environmental Assessment:

Name

Charles T. Allen, P.E.

Patricia M. Westermann

Michael S. Breiner

Lynn M. Whitmore

Jeffrey R. Stephens

Jim W Little

Doug W. Waldron

Janet L. Friedman

Expertise

Over 25 years experience;
expertise: engineering, program
management, and inter-
disciplinary projects

11 years related experience;
expertise: geology and
coordination of inter-
disciplinary projects

17 years related experience;
expertise: wildlife and fisheries
science, wetland studies

7 years related experience;
expertise: environmental
science and risk assessments

6 years related experience;
expertise: environmental
investigations; geology and
hydrogeology; asbestos and
lead

Over 20 years related
experience; expertise: air
quality, compliance, and
permitting

2 years related experience;
expertise; air quality

Over 25 years related
experience; expertise: cultural
resources evaluations, NEPA
assessments

Tasks

Technical Review

Technical review; program
management; site reconnaissance

Site reconnaissance; assessment
coordination; report review;
biological and water resource
sections

Introduction, land use and zoning,
transportation, utilities and postal
operations sections

Coordination of geology,
hydrogeology and soils sections

Review of air quality section

Air quality section

Historical and archeological
resources section

Dames & Moore
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Name

Larry Fitzgerald

Michele A. Healy

Expertise

16 years experience; experiise:

geology, hydrogeology,
environmental assessment,
Maine environmental
regulations

2 years related experience;
expertise: environmental
assessment

Tasks

Geology, hydrogeology and soils
sections

Employment and economics, noise,
population and community services
sections; summary table
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APPENDIX A
INTERGOVERNMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION
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FETVME A DAMES & MOORE GROUP COMPANY

235 Peachtree Street, N.E.
North Tower, Suite 2000
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
404 577 2122 Tel

404 577 5425 Fax

Ms. Joyce Benson August 28, 1967
Maine State Planning Office

38 State House Station

Portland, Maine 04333-0038

Attention: Ms. Joyce Benson

RE: Notice of Intent and Request for Interagency Review
Proposed Construction and Operation of a
New U.S. Postal Service Processing and Distribution Center
Portland, Maine

Dear Ms. Benson:

The U.S. Postal Service proposes to build a new mail processing and distribution center (P&DC) in the
Portland, Maine area. The existing Portland P&DC has exceeded its operational capacity and a new
facility would relieve the strain that the facility has experienced due to the physical constraints of a small
multi-level facility. The Postal Service has selected three potential sites for the new P&DC.

An Env.ronmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared to examine the environmental impacts of
constructing a new P&DC on each of the contending sites, as follows:

¢ Grondin’s Quarry Tract: 30-acre parcel located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey
Road in South Portland and Scarborough

o Scarborough Downs Tract: 30-acre vacant parcel located on the east side of Payne Road.
north of the Scarborough Downs Race Track, in Scarborough

* Snyder Tract: 80-acre parcel located on the east side the Maine Tumpike (between Brighton
Avenue and Westbrook Street) in Portland

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the initial notification letter (including topographic maps) prepared
in June 1997 by Ken Griffin, Real Estate Specialist for the U.S. Postal Service. Any questions concerning
the Proposed Action may be directed to Scott Vincent, U.S. Postal Service Environmental Specialist, at
(901) 747-7336 (phone) or (901) 747-7408 (fax). Distribution of this letter to relevant government
agencies would be appreciated. So that it can be incorporated into the EA, any information generated
durning the review process should be submitted directly to me by September 14, 1997:

Patncia M. Westermann, Dames & Moore
North Tower, Suite 2000

235 Peachtree Street, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405

WOM_ATLIYSCOMMOMMAITMP LTR\Nat CLR doc
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June 11, 1997

Ms. Joyce Benson

Maine State Clearinghouse
Executive Department
State of Maine

184 State Street

Augusta, ME 04330-5406

Dear Ms. Benson:

SUBJECT: Portland, Maine
New Processing & Distribution Center

In the interest of intergovernmental cooperation, we are forwarding for your review
information on thres (3) sites under consideration for the propesed new postal facility in the
Portland area. The sites are in no specific order of preference.

Site A (Grondin Quarry) - USPS plans would include purchasing approximately 30 acres of
uplands on a site located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey Road on the line of the
corporate imits of both South Portland and Scarborough. Location is approximately 172
mile southwest of the South Portland Spur of the Maine Tumpike. The site is currently
operated as a rock quarry. The only improvements to the site is 2 wooden scale house
used in the operation. Age is approximately 20 years. A Phase | environmental study is
underway.

Site B (Scarborough Downs) - A 30 acre vacant tract located on the east side of Payne
Road, approximately 1/4 mile north of the Payne Road/Haigis Parkway (Exit 6 of Maine
Tumpike) in Scarborough. The upland acreage under consideration is a portion of a larger
tract and is part of the Scarborough Downs Race Track (hamess racing). A Phase |
environmental study of this site is also underway.

Site C (Snyder, Portiand) - An 80 acre wooded tract located between Brighton Avenue and
Westbrook Street abutting the sast side of the Maine Tumpike (between Exits 7 & B).
Approximately 50 acres are considered uplands and useable. A tumpike interchange is
being considered for the northwest comner of this parcel. A Phase | environmental study will
be initiated. Wetland delineation has been made and the Maine Tumpike Authority and the
Corps of Engineers are reviewing.

22 N MASWEYS BOuLPvamp
Micers, TH 35168000
Pax: WT67-T400TR
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i DAMES & MOORE

A DANES & OORE GROUP COMPANY

235 Peachtree Street. N.E.
North Tower, Suite 2000
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
404 577 2122 Tel
404 577 5425 Fax

Honorable Ralph Baxter, St. August 28, 1997

Mayor of South Portland

P.O. Box 9422

South Portland, Maine 04116-9422

Attention: Mayor Baxter

RE: Notice of Intent and Request for Interagency Review
Proposed Construction and Operation of a
New U.S. Postal Service Processing and Distribution Center
Portland, Maine

Dear Mayor Baxter:

The U.S. Postal Service proposes to build a new mail processing and distribution center (P&DC) in the
Portland, Maine area. The existing Portland P&DC has exceeded its operational capacity and a new
facility would relieve the strain that the facility has exncrienced due to the physical constraints of a small
multi-level facility. The Postal Service has selected three potential sites for the new P&DC.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared to examine the environmental impacts of
constructing a new P&DC on each of the contending sites, as follows:

s Grondin’s Quarry Tract: 30-acre parcel located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey
Road in South Portland and Scarborough

» Scarborough Downs Tract: 30-acre vacant parcel located on the east side of Payne Road,
north of the Scarborough Downs Race Track, in Scarborough

* Snyder Tract: 80-acre parcel located on the east side the Maine Turnpike (between Brighton
Avenue and Westbrook Street) in Portland

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the initial notification letter (including topographic maps) prepared
in June 1997 by Ken Gniffin, Real Estate Specialist for the U.S. Postal Service. Any questions concerning
the Proposed Action may be directed to Scott Vincent, U.S. Postal Service Environmental Specialist, at
(901) 747-7336 (phone) or (901) 747-7408 (fax). Distribution of this letter to relevant local governmental
agencies would be appreciated. So that it can be incorporated into the EA, any information generated
during the review process should be submitted directly to me by September 14, 1997:

Patricia M. Westermann, Dames & Moore
North Tower, Suite 2000

235 Peachtreec Strect, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
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June 10, 1997

Honorable Ralph Baxter, Sr.
Mayor of South Portland

PO Box 9422

South Portland, ME 04116-9422

Deéar Mayor Baxter: ="~ S -

SUBJECT: Portland, Maine (area)
New Processing & Distribution Center

On April 28th, your office was notified of the Postal Service plans and need to construct a
new processing and distribution center in the Portland area. | wish to apprise you of one
site the Postal Service in seriously considering for purchase and later development within
the city of South Portiand.

Site A (Grondin Quarry) - USPS plans would include purchasing spproximately 30 to 40
acres of uplands on a site located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey Road on the
line of the corporate limits of both South Porttand and Scarborough. Location is
approximately 1/2 mile southwest of the South Portland Spur of the Maine Tumpike. The
site is currently operated as a rock quamnry. In order to gain entry to a large contiguous
upland area, a new road (to city specifications) will be constructed by the owner.

As mayor, | ask for your written comments on this location for the proposed new facility. No
South Portland postal facilities will be impacted. The purpose of this facility is to provide
adequate processing and distribution functions and to improve sesrvice for the area. If
questions arise, please contact me at 901/747-7419.

Sincerely,

S—
Ken Gri T
Real Estate Specialist
Attachment
2235 NoamH HusmeErs Bougvars

Moeres, TH 381680300
Fax: 001/747-7444/T7408
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r. Cari Betterley Angust 28, 1997
Scarborough Town Manager

P.O. Box 360

Scarborough, Maine 04070-0360 ‘

Attention: Mr. Carl Betterley

RE: Notice of Intent and Request for Interagency Review
Proposed Construction and Operation of a
New U.S. Postal Service Processing and Distnibution Center
Portland, Maine

Dear Mr. Betterley:

The U.S. Postal Service proposes to build a new mail processing and distribution center (P&DC) in the
Portland, Maine area. The existing Portland P&DC has exceeded its operational capacity and a new
facility would relieve the strain that the facility has experienced due to the physical constraints of a small
multi-level facility. The Postal Service has selected three potential sites for the new P&DC.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared to examine the environmental impacts of
constructing a new P&DC on each of the contending sites, as follows:

o Grondin’s Quarry Tract: 30-acre parcel located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey
Road in South Portland and Scarborough

s  Scarborough Downs Tract: 30-acre vacant parcel located on the east side of Payne Road,
north of the Scarborough Downs Race Track, in Scarborough

« Snyder Tract: 80-acre parcel located on the east side the Maine Turnpike (between Brighton
Avenue and Westbrook Street) in Portland

Enclosed with this letter i1s a copy of the initial notification letter (including topographic maps) prepared
in June 1997 by Ken Griffin, Real Estate Specialist for the U.S. Postal Service. Any questions concerning
the Proposed Action may be directed to Scott Vincent, U.S. Postal Service Environmental Specialist, at
(901) 747-7336 (phone) or (901) 747-7408 (fax). Distribution of this letter to relevant local governmental
agencies would be appreciated. So that it can be incorporated into the EA, any information generated
during the review process should be submitted directly to me by September 14, 1997:

Patricia M. Westermann, Dames & Moore
North Tower, Suitc 2000

235 Peachtrec Strect, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
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June 10, 1997

Mr. Carl Betterly
Scarborough Town Manager
PO Box 360
“Scarborough. ME 040700360 . T

Dear Mr. Betterly:

On April 28th, your office was notified of the Postal Service plans and need to construct a
new processing and distribution center in the Portland area. | wish to apprise you of two
sites the Postal Service in serlously considering for purchase and later development within
the Town of Scarborough.

Site A (Grondin Quarry) - USPS plans would include purchasing approximately 30 to 40
amofuphndsmas&ebatedmﬂ:esou&eastsideofamadwayMusseyRoadonme
line of the corporate limits of both South Portiand and Scarborough. Location is
approximately 1/2 mile southwest of the South Portland Spur of the Maine Tumpike. The
site is currently operated as a rock quarry. In order to gain entry to a large contiguous
upland area. a new road (to town specifications) will be constructed by the owner.

Site B (Scarborough Downs) - Approximately 30 acres of vacant land located on the east
side of Payne Road, approximately 1/4 mile north of the Payne Road/Haigas Parkway (Exit
6 of Maine Tumnpike) in Scarborough. The upland acreage under consideration is a portion
of a larger tract and is part of the Scarborough Downs Race Track. As in the case of the
previous site, an access road would be constructed to the upland areas. This road(s) would
be from Payne Road and/or the Downs entry road.

As city manager, | ask for your written comments on these locations for the proposed new
facility. No Scarborough postal facilities will be impacted. The purpose of this facility is to
provide adequate processing and distribution functions and to improve service for the area.

| have spoken with Harvey Rosenfeld about these locations but do request your comments.
If questions arise, please contact me at 901/747-7419.

Real Estate Spedialist

cc. Harvey Rosenfeid

225 NORTY HUavarrYs BOLEVARD
Maurras, TN 38108-0300
Fax. 001/747-7444/7408
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Honorable John F. McDonough August 28, 1997
Mayor of Portland

389Congress Street

Portland, Maine 04101-3509

Attention: Mayor McDonough

RE: Notice of Intent and Request for Interagency Review
Proposed Construction and Operation of a
New 1J.S. Postal Service Processing and Distribution Center
Portland, Maine

Dear Mayor McDonough:

The U.S. Postal Service proposes to build a new mail processing and distnbution center (P&DC) in the
Portland, Maine area. The existing Portland P&DC has exceeded its operational capacity and a new
facility would relieve the strain that the facility has experienced due to the physical constraints of a small
multi-level facility. The Postal Service has selected three potential sites for the new P&DC.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared to examine the environmental impacts of
constructing a new P&DC on each of the contending sites, as follows:

s Grondin’s Quarry Tract: 30-acre parcel located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey
Road in South Portland and Scarborough

»  Scarborough Downs Tract: 30-acre vacant parcel located on the ecast side of Payne Road,
north of the Scarborough Downs Race Track, in Scarborough

e Snyder Tract: 80-acre parcel located on the cast side the Maine Tumpike (between Brighton
Avenuc and Westbrook Street) in Portland

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the initial notification letter (including topographic maps) prepared
in June 1997 by Ken Gniffin, Real Estate Specialist for the U.S. Postal Service. Any questions concerning
the Proposed Action may be directed to Scott Vincent, U.S. Postal Service Environmental Specialist, at
(901) 747-7336 (phonc) or (901) 747-7408 (fax). Distribution of this letter to relevant local governmental
agencies would be appreciated. So that it can be incorporated into the EA, any information generated
during the review process should be submitted directly to me by September 14, 1997

Patricia M. Westermann, Dames & Moore
North Tower, Suite 2000

235 Peachtree Street, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405
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June 10, 1997

Honorable John F. McDonough
Mayor of Portiand

389 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101-3509

Dear Mayor McDonough:

SUBJECT: Portland, Maine (area)
New Processing & Distribution Center

On April 28th, your office was notified of the Postal Service plans and heed to construct a
new processing and distribution center in the Porttand area. | wish to apprise you of one
site the Postal Secvice is seriously considering for purchase and later development within
the city of Portland.

The location abuts the east side of the Maine Tumpike between Brighton Avenue and
Westbrook Street in Portland. Total site size is near 80 acres with approximately S0 acres
considered useable. There is no access to the site cummently. Access would be created
from Rand Road (south of the USPS carrier annex). Future access would be via a new
ramp accsss to the tumpike. This location was previously being considered for a bakery
distribution fadility. Location is gaod for our intended operation and with access to the
Tumpike, convenient ingress/egress is created.

As mayor, | ask for written comments on this location for the proposed new facility. The
purpose of this fadility is to provide adequate processing and distribution functions and to
improve sefvice for the area. Retall functions will remain in the downtown area.

| have spoken with Kathleen Brown about this location but do request your comments. If
questions arise, please contact me at 901/747-7419.

Sincerely, r .
’ /
/é : “\/j Vast
Ken Griffin '
Real Estate Specialist
Attachment
2% Mo HUuseneweYs BOULEVARD

Moses, TN 341680300
Fax: D01/747.7844/7408
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August 27, 1997 207 623 9188 Tel

’ 207 622 6085 Fax
Mr. Earle G. Shettleworth, Director
Maine Historic Preservation Commission
55 Capital Sireet
Station 65
Augusta, Maine 04333-0065

Re: Request for review of three tracts in Cumberland County, Maine
Dear Mr. Shettleworth:

Dames & Moore, under contract with the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), is conducting
environmental assessments of three tracts being considered for possible development of a USPS
processing and distribution facility (see attached figure). Mr. Ken Griffin of the USPS submitted
a preliminary description of the properties in a June 11, 1997 letter (attached).

The prospective development will include an approximately ten-acre, two story building with
roughly ten-acres of parking. Transmission towers and/or structures greater than approximately
fifty-feet in height are unlikely but may be included in the development. We respectfully request
your review of the proposed tracts with regard to historic and prehistoric archeology, and
architectural history as they relate to possible development of the tracts. Because the property
boundaries shown on the attached figure have not been finalized, please extend your review to
an area one-quarter mile beyond the property boundaries displayed. If the proposed properties
do not include significant findings, we would appreciate a general description of any significant
sites within an approximately two mile radius of the properties.

We are working on a tight schedule for completion of the project and would greatly appreciate
receiving your report as soon as practicable. I understand from a conversation with Mr. Bob
Bradley that three different individuals will likely work on the report. If interim findings are
available, I would be available to pick them up before the final report is complete so we can
begin incorporating the data into our report.

Please call with any questions and have a great holiday weekend.

Sincerely,

DAMES & MOORE

-—

/

William P. Humphries
Staff Geologist

03711\885\archlet.wps
c: Pay Westermzn, D&M
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235 Peachtree Street, N.E.
North Tower, Suite 2000
Atanta, Georgia 30303-1405

404 577 5425 Fax

Ms. Sarah Holbrook
Information Manager

Maine Natural Areas Program
Department of Conservation
159 Hospital Street

#93 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:  Request for Protected
Species Information

Dear Ms. Holbrook:

Dames & Moore has been retained by the United States Postal Service to perform a NEPA
Environmental Assessment of three sites under consideration for the location of the proposed
new Portland Processing and Distribution Center (P&DC) in the Portland area. I am writing to
request information on any protected species, species of concern, natural areas, rare
communities, areas with unique features, or other natural elements of concemn that have been
reported to occur or are likely to occur within or near the three sites under consideration. The

sites, highlighted in yellow, are depicted on the enclosed photocopies of portions of USGS 7.5-
minute topographic quadrangles.

The Snyder Tract is depicted on the Portland West, ME (1956, Photorevised 1978)
Quadrangle. The Snyder Tract is located east of and adjacent to the Maine Tumnpike (I-95)
between Westbrook Street and Pine Tree Industrial Park in Portland.

The Grondin’s Quarry Tract is depicted on the Prouts Neck, Maine (1957, Photorevised 1970
and 1978) Quadrangle. Grondin’s Quarry is located on the southeast side of
Broadway/Mussey Road on the line of the corporate limits of South Portland and
Scarborough.

The Scarborough Downs Tract is also depicted on the Prouts Neck Quadrangle. This property
is located within the existing Scarborough Downs Raceway complex east of Payne Road in
Scarborough.

Offices Worldwide
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Dames & Moore appreciaics your assistance in this request. If additional information is
needed, please do not hesitate io confact me at the above address and telephone number.

Respectfully,

b A i

Michael S. Breiner
Biologist



STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
159 HOSPITAL STREET
93 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 043330093

ANGUS S. KING, JR. RONALD B. LOVAGLIO

GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER

September 23, 1997

Michael S. Breiner
Dames & Moore

235 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30303-1405

Re:  Request for Protected Species Information: Snyder, Grondin’s Quarry, and Scarborough
Downs Tracts

Dear Mr. Breiner:

[ have searched the Natural Areas Program's Biological and Conservation Data System files in
response to your request of August 28, 1997 for information on the presence of rare or unique
botanical features documented from the vicinity of the project sites in the towns of Portland, South
Portland, and Scarborough, Maine. Rare and unique botanical features include the habitat of rare,
threatened, or endangered plant species and unique or exemplary natural communities. Our review
involves examining maps, manual, and computerized records, other sources of information such as
scientific articles or published references, and the personal knowledge of staff or cooperating
experts.

Our official response covers only botanical features. For authoritative information and official
response for zoological features you must make a similar request to the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 284 State Street, Augusta, Maine 04333.

According to the information currently in our Biological and Conservation Data System files, there
are no rare botanical features documented specifically within any of the project sites. However, a
number of rare plant species has been documented to occur in the towns of Portland and
Scarborough. Historic records of several species have been documented in the vicinity of the tracts:
Potamogeton vaseyii near the Snyder Tract, Carex sterilis (dioecious sedge) and Ranunculus
ambigens (water-plantain spearwort) near the Grondin’s Quarry and Scarborough Downs Tracts. In
addition, the Fore River Sanctuary is located just east of the Snyder Tract. To ensure that such
features are not inadvertently harmed, we suggest that you inventory the properties for rare or
unusual plants, and natural communities.

L A
NATURAL RESOURCES INFORMATION AND MApPPING CENTER "'. PHONE: (207) 287-8044
ROBERT G. MARVINNEY, DIRECTOR AND STATE GEOLOGIST P ol FAN: (207) 287-8040

PRINTHE S RICYCTRD PAITR TTY: (207) 287-2213



]

If field surveys of the project sites are conducied, you may want io refer to the enclosed
supplemental information regarding rare and exemplary botanical features documented to aeeur in
the towns of Portland and Scarborough. These features may occur in the project area if suitable
habitat exists and should be considered during future environmental surveys.

This finding is available and appropriate for preparation and review of environmental assessments,
but it is not a substitute for on-site surveys. Comprehensive field surveys do not exist for all natural
areas in Maine, and in the absence of a specific field investigation, the Maine Natural Areas
Program cannot provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of unusual natural
features on this site.

The Natural Areas Program welcomes coordination with individuals or organizations proposing
environmental alteration, or conducting environmental assessments. If, however, data provided by

the Natural Areas Program are to be published in any form, the Program should be informed at the
outset and credited as the source.

Thank you for using the Natural Areas Program in the environmental review process. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you have further questions about the Natural Areas Program or about rare
or unique botanical features on this site.

Sincerely,

% 7

Diana Stahl
Data Specialist
Maine Natural Areas Program

Enclosures
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MAINE NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM
STATE RANKS (S-RANK)

S1 Critically imperiled in Maine because of extreme rarity (five or fewer occurrences or very few
remaining individuals or acres) or because some aspect of its biology makes it especially vulnerable
to extirpation from the State of Maine.

S2 Imperiled in Maine because of rarity (6-20 occurrences or few remaining individuals or acres) or
because of other factors making it vuinerable to further decline.

S3 Rare in Maine (on the order of 20-100 occurrences).

S4 Apparently secure in Maine.

S5 Demonstrably secure in Maine.

SA Accidental in Maine, including species that only sporadically breed in Maine.

SE An exotic species established in Maine; may be native elsewhere in North America.

SH Occurred historically in Maine, and could be rediscovered; not known to have been extirpated.

SuU Possibly in peril in Maine, but status uncertain; need more information.

SX Apparently extirpated in Maine (historically occurring species for which habitat no longer exists in
Maine).

S? Probably rare or historic in Maine, based on status elsewhere in New England, but not yet reviewed
or documented by the Maine Natural Areas Program.

Note: "S-RANKS" determined by the Maine Natural Areas Program.

"G-RANKS" indicate global ranks as determined by The Nature Conservancy, and follow the criteria
listed above for state ranks. For example, "G1" means 1-5 occurrences and critically imperiled throughout its
entire range.

MAINE STATUS: PLANTS

NOTE: This column reflects State-listed status according to 5 M.R.S.A. § 13076-13079, which mandates the
Department of Conservation to produce and biennially update the official list of Maine's endangered and
threatened plants. The list is derived by a technical advisory committee of botanists who use data in the
Natural Areas Program's database to recommend status changes to the Department of Conservation. The
current official list is based on 1988 data, and bears a printing date of May 1990.

E ENDANGERED SPECIES; represented in Maine by one recent (within the last twenty years)
documented occurrence, or federally listed as Endangered (but see exceptions below).

T THREATENED SPECIES; represented in Maine by fwo to four recent documented occurrences, or
federally listed as Threatened (but see exceptions below).

Exceptions to the numerical criteria for these categories are small population sizes, confined to a small
geographic area in Maine, and the taxon is clearly and imminently jeopardized.

FEDERAL STATUS
LE Listed as Endangered at the national level.
LT Listed as Threatened at the national level.

Please note that species names follow the 1995 Checkliist of the Vascular Plants of Maine, 3rd revision, Josselyn
Botanical Society of Maine, Maine Agricuitural and Forest Experiment Station, University of Maine, Bulletin 844.

Where entries appear as binomials, all representatives (subspecies and varieties) of the species are rare in Maine;
where names appear as trinomials, only that particular variety or subspecies is rare in Maine, not the species as a
whole.
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June 11, 1897

Mr. Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., SHPO
Maine Historic Preservation Committee
§5 Capitol Street, Station 65

Augusta, ME 04333-0001

Dear Mr. Shettieworth:

SUBJECT: Portiand, Maine
New Processing & Distribution Facility

in the interest of intergovermnmental cooperation, we are forwarding for your review
information on three (3) sites under consideration for the proposed new postal facility in the
Portiand area. The sites are in no specific order of preference.

Site A (Grondin Quarry) - USPS plans would include purchasing approximatety 30 acres of
uplands on a site located on the southeast side of Broadway/Mussey Road on the line of the
corporate kmits of both South Portland and Scarborough. Location is approximately 1/2
mile southwest of the South Portland Spur of the Maine Tumplke. The site is curently
operated as a rock quarty. The only improvements to the site is a wooden scale houss
used in the operation. Age is approximately 20 years. A Phase | environmental study is
underway. .

SRoB(SarboroughDowns)-AaomvacamtmdbutedmmeustsideofPam
Road, approximately 1/4 mile north of the Payne RoadMaigis Parkway (Exit 6 of Maine
Tumplike) in Scarborough. The upland acreage under consideration is a portion of a larger
tract and is part of the Scarborough Downs Race Track (hamess racing). A Phase |
environmental study of this site is also underway.

Site C (Snyder, Porttand) - An B0 acre wooded tract located between Brighton Avenue and
Westbrook Street abutting the east side of the Maine Tumpike (between Exits 7 & 8).
Approximately S0 acres are considered uplands and useable. A tumpike interchange is
being considered for the northwest comer of this parcel. A Phase | environmental study will
be initiated. Wetland delineation has been made and the Maine Tumpike Authority and the
Corps of Engineers are reviewing.

228 NORTW Huawvegvs BoLa avaso
Mosves, TN 381680300
Fax: 901/747-T464/7400
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Your comments as to these locations will be appreciated. The proposed facility will act as a
processing and distribution facility for the Portiand area. These functions are currently
performed in the Portland Processing & Distribution Center on Farest Avenue, Portland.
That facility will remain as a customer service/retail facllity. Copies of the pertinent quad

maps showing site locations are enclosed. If questions arise, | can be reached at 901/747-
7419.

Sincerely, .

.S
Caida

Ken Griffin |
Real Estata Specialist

Enclosure
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DAMES & MOORE

A DAMES & MOORE GROUP COMPANY

7 Community Drive
Augusta, Maine 04330

September 12, 1997 207 623 9188 Tel
’ 207 622 6085 Fax

Dr. Arthur Spiess

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
55 Capital Street

Station 65

Augusta, Maine 04333-0065

Re: Request for information on prehistoric archeological site 8.16
Dear Mr. Spiess:

Thank you for your recent review of three tracts located in Cumberland County currently under
consideration for the development of a new U.S. Postal Service processing and distribution
facility (Dames & Moore request dated August 27, 1997). Review of prehistoric archeological
sites identified a known prehistoric archeological site (8.16). We are presently preparing an
Environmental Assessment of this site and are required to incorporate available data on kinown
sites that have been identified. As a result, we would appreciate any documentation of the site
(8.16) that is available from your office.

Please call with any questions.

Sincerely,

DAMES & MOORE
£

William P. Hurhphries
Staff Geologist

0371 1\885\archle2. wp5

c: Patti Westerman, D&M

Offices Worldwide
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MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
55 Capitol Street
65 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

Telephone:
Dircctor 207-287-2132

September 5, 1997

Mr. William P. Humphries
Dames and Moore

7 Community Drive
Augusta, ME 04330

RE: Three tracts in Cumberland County, U. S. Postal Service

Dear Mr. Humphnies:

My staff has reviewed the three tracts in Portland, Scarborough, and South Portland under
consideration for a new Postal Service processing and distribution center. For Site B (Scarborough
Dowas) and Site C (Snyder, Portland) I find that there are no properties in the project impact arca
of historic, architectural, or archaeological significance as defined by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966.

Site A (Grondin Quarry) has a known prehistoric archaeological site (site 8.16) located along
its southern boundary. This site was located by an avocational archaeologist, and the rest of the
parcel under consideration has not received any archacological survey. We ask that you or the
postal service contract for an archaeological survey of the Grondin Quarry parcel if it is retained in
consideration as a construction site. The enclosed material explains the Phase I/IVIII approach to
archaeological survey that we require, with each step being contingent only upon a positive finding
during the preceding step. 1 also enclose a list of recommended contract archacologists.

Should a significant archacological resource be located on the property, it can eitner be
excavated with proper scientific method, ot protected through various legal and physical means.
Plcase note that this office must approve any proposal for archacological ficldwork. Plcase contact
Dr. Arthur Spiess of this office if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

L

Earle G. Shetfleworth, Jr.
State Histori Preservation Ofh

Encl.



MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
55 Capitol Street
65 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333
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Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr. Telephone:

Director Tt 207-287-2132
RECEVED 8P 2 5 gy

September 23, 1997

Dr. William Humphries
Dames and Moore

7 Community Drive
Augusta, ME 04330

RE: U.S. Postal Service Facility, Portland

Dear Dr. Humphries:

WE know almost nothing about archaeological site 8.16 on the proposal postal service parcel
in Portland, except that stone tools and stone tool fragments have been found at the location by an
amateur archaeologist. We do not know what the size of the site may be, although it is likely to be
less than 0.5 acres in extent. In trade terms, we have insufficient information to judge the site’s
significance, hence my request for further archaeological work prior to development.

Sincerely,

Dr. Arthur Spiess
Archaeologist



october 2, 1997

Ms. Patricia M. Westermann
Dames and Moore

\ )
NMorth Tower, Suite 2000 TRAILS

235 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, GA 30303-1405

RE: US Postal Service Processing Center for Portland, Maine:
Snyder Tract

Dear Ms. Westermann:

portland Trails is a non-profit urban land conservation
organization dedicated to creating a 30-mile network of greenways
and trails within city limits. We recently worked to construct a. 2~
mile harborfront trail along the city's Eastern Promenade. B

I am writing to express my <concern about the proper study of
environmental impacts on the 80-acre Snyder tract. This land is
both very near to Maine Audubon Society's 85-acre Fore River
Wildlife Sanctuary, as well as to one of our most important
proposed loops, the 4-mile Stroudwater River trail. It is also

situated very near to the watershed which drains into the Fore
River.

Thus far it has been somewhat difficult to get many answers as to
what is being planned there, or as to the process involved. We, as
a land trust, work with developers and real estate companies often,
so my concern is NOT that there is proposed development, but that
merely an Environmental Assessment has been ordered, not a full-
fledged Environmental Impact Statement. It seems to me that this
area is much too sensitive to risk gathering inadequate data. Also,
if a turnpike exit needs to be built there, it will have major
impact on the area as well.

Therefore we urge you to conduct an EIS to properly gauge the
effects, both primary and secondary, which could result from this
proposal. I apologize for my tardiness in communicating, but I was
only recently made aware of this project. Enclosed you will find a
copy of our Vision Map, which contains red dots indicating our
proposed trail loop. Thank you for your attention to this concern.

Sincerely,

<Efi£lJ;k. \LAJETYD\Lx;&O

Alix W. Hopkins (Ms.)
Executive Director

Enclosure

One India Street Portland, Maine 04101 207.775.2411 rax 772.7672 info@trails.org
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September 11, 1997

Ms. Patricia M. Westermann
James & Moore

North Tower, Suite 2000

235 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405

VIA FAX (404) 577-5120

Dear Ms. Westermann:

I am in receipt of your letter regarding "Notice of Intent and Request for

Interagency Review: Proposed Construction and Operation of a New U.S.

Postal Service Processing and Distribution Center Portland, Maine".

SmoetheSnyderTractlssuchafraglleareaardthecarbuledeffectof

thlsprOJectandthepropossedTurnplkeEntwﬂlhavesuchamassxve

exw1mmexrtalmpactmthearea,1urgeymtooarmctafullexmromental
impact study of this project before moving ahead.

Thank you for your consideration.

cc: Scott Vincent, FAX (901) 747-7408

City Hall, 389 C Sheet, Forlland, Maine 04101  (207)874-8941
o@y ongress
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE OF BIDS

FOR

PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF PLAYGROUND

EQUIPMENT
The Town of Sanford, Maine will receive sealed
bids for: PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT until 12:30 P.M. on
Friday, SEPTEMBER 19, 1997 qat the Town
Administrator’'s Office, 267 Main Street, Sanford,
Maine, at which time cnd place all bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud.
Specifications, the invitation to Bid and Instructions
to Bidders are on file at the Sanford Town
Administrator’s Office ot 267 Main Street, Sanford,
Maine.
DATE: September 3, 1997
TOWN OF SANFORD, MAINE
By: /s/ John E. Webb

T)- Administrator

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
NOTICE OF INTENT

The U.S. Postal Service proposes o build a new
mail processing & distMbution center (P&DC) in the
Portland, Maine area. A new P&DC would reiieve
the space constraints that the existing facility has
experienced ond_would provide much needed
. workroom space. The existin. postal retail servicas
would romain in downtown Portland.
An ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT {EA) will exam -
ine the environmental impacts of constructing a
new P&DC up to approximately 400,000 square-
fee! on one of three sites in the Porfland area: a
rock quarry (up to 40 acres) located on the
southeast side of Broadway/Mussey Road at the
corporate limits of South Portland and Scar-
borough: o wooded portion of the Scarborough
Downs Race Track (approximately 30 acres) located
in Scarborough; ond an undeveloped parcel
(approximately 80 acresjlocated on the east side of
the Maine Turnpike, between Brighton Avenue and
Waestbrook Street, in Portland.
By 9/19/97. those who went more information or
wish to idem:fl issues or concerns that should be
addressed in the EA are invited 1o contact: Scott
Vincent, USPS, MFO, 225 N. Humphroys Bivd.,
Memphis, TN 38166-0300, Fax (901) 747-7408.
The EA process is expocted to be completed by
10/97 and wil be made available for review by
interested porties.

592541

592513

NOTICE OF 8IDS

FOR
PROVIDING BULK ROAD SALT
The Town of Sanford, Maine will receive sealed
bids for: PROVIDING BULK ROAD SALT untl 12:30
P.M. on Friday, SEPTEMBER 19, 1997 ot the Town
Administrator’s Office, 267 Main Street, Sanford,
Maine, at which time and place all bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud.
Specifications, the Invitation to 8id and Instructions
to Bidders are on file at the Sanford Town
Administrator’s Office at 267 Main Street, Sanford,
Maine.
DATE Scptember 3, 1997
TOWN OF SANFORD, MAINE
By: /s/ lohn E. Webb
Town Admunistrator
592522

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ADVERTISEMENT

The Depariment of Transportation’s Office of
Freight Transportation has conducted research and
analysis on data obtained from surveys and
interviews with Maine businesses, interest groups,
and government agencies. Information has been
collected on the current status of the freight
transportation system and on how the presont
systam could be improved. The OHice of Freight
Transportation is aiso stud ing other kay issues in
freight transportation. The Office of Freight
Transportation 1s seeking proposais from qualified
firms and individuals to provide technical suppart
toward the development of an Integrated Freight
Plan for the State of Maina.
The Department will consider proposals from all
qualified appliconts who submit a proposal. Three
sealed copies of the roposal must be clearly
markod '"‘PROPOSAL. TfCHNlCAL SUPPORT, INTE-
GRATED FREIGHT PLAN'" and be dehiverad to the
Division of Purchases, Room 119 State Office
Building, State House Station 9. Augusta, ME
04333, no later than 2:00 PM loca time on
September 22, 1997, gt which time and place they
will be opened Please note that only proposals
actually received in Room 119 of the State Office
Burlding prior 1o the stated time wiil be considered.;
bidders submitting proposals by maii are responsi-
ble for allowing odequate time for delivary.
Proposals received ofter the 2:00 PM deadline will
be rojectad, without exceplion.
Any firm or individual with experience in commu-
nity planning, infrastructure developmaent, logistics
managomenl!, or other related background s
invited 1o submit o proposal. An information packet
containing the Requast for Propoasal, the Se cchion
Procedure, tho Scope of Services and the Proposal
Outline s uvculoﬁls from the address listed
below
It 15 the policy of tha Maine Department of
Transportation 1o provide moximum opportunity for
the participation by disadvantaged/women/minor-
'ty owned businesses. As o preroquisite to the
award of the contract, the selected firm must cortify
s good faith efforts to comply with ail applicable
requiraments on equal employment opportunity,
nondiscrimination, and affirmative action, includ-
ing providing opportunities to disadvantaged/wo-
men/minority owned firms certified by MDOT.
Directories of certified businesses can be obtained
by contacting www.state me.us/mdot/homae-
?oqo.h'm, or from the Project Manager

he Department reserves the right to reject any or
all proposals recaived for whatever reason 1! deems

appropriate.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT /

Own a chapter of local histe
design, construction and openir
Bridge have been compiled in a
publication. It’s a keepsake wort

Inside youw’ll find articles ab.
bridge, how it got its name, a pt
engineer, a review of the bridge*
last falls oil spill, a look to the |

For your copy of “Casco Bay
local newsstand or send in your
order with the form below.

r——————-————————

Please send copy(s) of “Casco Bay Bric
reprint to the address below. Fuclosed is $4
plus $1.95 postage and handling) for each «
$

Name
Address

City/State/Zip

Make checks"payable to the Portland Press |
Portland Prece Hovald €nces Do B -1 4
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RIL Wetland Delineation on the Snyder Site Eas¢ of 195, Port d, Maiue.

As requested, Woodlot Alternatves, fus (\WAT) delineated all wedands or e Snyder site
ant ol 195 e Portland, Mame that we under the jutisdiction of the U, 5. ( uips ol Bnvineers
wCops) and the Mame Department of Environmental P tection (DEFP). No focal ordinances
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| Paoapproxtaately 80-acie site 1s located south of the Pine Tree Industrial Parle, and Lounded
A b o e west and the o loned Sebago Lake - Fore River Canal to the south (ore
dachiedimap). There are power line rights-of-ways (ROW) cutung across the northern and

e edee o the ot ane awoods toad that bisects tie ¢ i) ol the 1o trom noridi to
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| aer et b o vt cast ol the sie Wetlands e fonned o cach
| U avbies Sl v s deethniont streams. Each streatn drains crter direetly o
mdnectiy o the Bono Rivo 0 2000 fecl 1o the cast of the e Ther oe 4o veetlonds
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AL o the v hands e deenibed below.
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| ochoreana mtormatien was reviewed prior (o visitine the site. This included topographic
s, sorl Lurveys, and Natonal Wetland Inventory maps.
A tield delineation was on December I and 2, 1994 Delineations were accomphished using

miethods ana technical guidelines outlined 1 the Coips NManuals'.

A pographic, 1 inch to 200-foot scale, uite plan was used to guide the survey. Wetland
bonndaries were sketched on the plan based ¢ topographic features and rough field
cotimations. A copy of that map ~vith vietland plot locations and numbered wetlands is

L:HL‘]USCd.

Woetland community classification and DEP class were determined for cach wetland usii. the
Cov andin Clsification System and definitions cont: ‘ned m the Natural Resources Protection
Act (e PA) Wetland Protection Rules, 38 MRS A, Chapter 310 for each wetland under

D juresdiction,

RESUTDS

e s were ndenutied o the site Ciee enclosed map) o wo wetlands are assoctated
o i the ot est cotner of the e three crolated wetinnds ave Tocated under the
G ot ROV and thiee me associated wath the ravine: aned canad 1 the cast L ind

Coia i opbtae et i
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Ncchods o Lot - 1937 Corper ol Paemeer - Wt P ocbeeation Sonad o e
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Wetland Desengiiions

Wetland #1

Location: woecern edge of site near northwest corner
Sire Class: 21U acres

Wedand System: PEM2C - Palustrine, emergent, non-persistent, scasonally flooded ty a
Deieinar Stream

DA Classiheation: Class 1

Junsdiction/Ratgonale: ACE/Yes - meets wetland defimtuon; DEP/Yes - stream associated
flodpiain wethand

¢ namctenstes: This wetand 1s a seasonally flooded depression approximately 200 teet by
cOO feet stz Tts deminated by tussocks of emergent grasses, sedges

and lov crowiny

»

~tirubo and o Hooded mtermiccatly by o stream tunnig, just west of the propeity. Cars

srenn eveniually flows across the northwe  corner of the site oo part of wetland #2 and
cionses under the mteratate. Sotls at the edee of the wetiand have a J0-mch auck faver of
Cooanie over :1;);,)['()x1111:1fcly' s inches of mucky gleyed silt-loam. Twenty-thice mches below
et artace s dense, gleyed, blush-grey, clay. This elactal manme des o oand an
e ove s horizon of many of the wetlands i this area. The vesetation consists of a few red
vt Checr rubrunn)y saphings crowing on tussocks of meadowsweet (Spiraca aibay, tussock-
e v eev st blue-jomnt vaass (Calamacrosins canadensis), and swamp candle
GO i toreas) . Sphavnum moss (S Do spp) blankets the edees of the tssocks

I .!{mi clees o wetland hin

Wetlamd 52

Vo aion IR U W A K TN

Sese U b

Wb Svaiepn PEOTE PENRE amd R ULy - Palustrine, forested, broad-leaved deciduous,

et e ate st Paletiee) concreent, non P len, e nsonady naug ated e e

o i s Ravern e ntcnmiticnt, unoonsosidoied nnnd bottogn

\ TV &, Toyew ! T oyes aroe , .
P hassifieation: Class {1 - Phose arcas that cortan either @ stieam ot stream asy ccated
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Hoodplha veethand, all other arcas wie not DEP classitied

Junsdiction/Rationale: ACH/Yes - meets wetland detinitton; DIEP/Y es - the » sathein noee
cde s of this wetland that contain a stream or streame-associated tloadplan wel{ands
Chancteristies: This wetland contains a long narrow forested wotlpind cwale st e o

into a ditch and a small emergent wetland with an intermitter: sream

The cwale vartes from five to over a bandred feet wide s it exie

the we tern hall of the site. 1t anpears o collect some tun of U fron adpacent Lend i

stow!  sceps north to a ditch just - Tsite to the north. There are no defined channels i ¢

patt of the forested portion of this wettaud. Soils in this wettand contam shallow organie

Cnoerth o e e

il

deposits over 12 to 18 inches of heavily mottled silt-loam. Below t+ e the dense licial

marine deposits. Red maple trees grow with hemlock (Isuga canadensce) and balsam ti
(A bics * alsemiea) across this paic of the wetland with patchy clumps of arrow-woed

(I ibwraum dentatum ), nannyberry (Vibwmum lentago), and cinnamon fern (Osiand
Sphacnum moss grows i the svettest portons of the sw.

cinnamronrea) srowing beneath

Run-oif from ... swale enter a diteh north of the aite thiat Lows went, back onto e ot
where it joine a stream and its floadplain near the northwest corner of the propest Vi
stream averees thee wrde and e o errht mches deep wath acalt hotome Broad
fcaved cattail (Tvni latifolia), meadowsweet, and sensttive femn (Qnociod sensionsy gio
dense prrches throoghout the toodplain,

setland #3064 and IS

Focation: ander the powe ot of wetinnd

Stre Cliss PO e

Wetland Svsteme PSS - Palustrine, conbechrah broad-Teaved decrderaus coona

satnrated

D i abieatton: S - Tess than VO aor =om e o stream

Juricdicton/Ratoede: NCE/Yen - meets veethnnd dbmons D

I’
H



Hoodplar veedand, all other arcas aic not DEP classilied

Junsdiction/Rationale: ACE/Yes - meets wetland detinition: DEP/Y es - the = st o
cde s of this wetland that contain a stream or streaim-associated tloadptun wellnds
Chanmcieristics: This wetland containg a long narrow forested wotlaind cwale Uit i oo

into a ditch and a small emergent wetland with an intermitter: sfrean:

The cwile vanes from five to over a Landred feet wide as it exte nordh om0 o
the we ten hall of the site. T appears o collect some tun ol Grom adpacent Lind i
slowl, sceps north to a ditch just -t site to the north.  There are no defined channels i rha
part of the forested porton of this wetland.  Soils in this wettand contam shallow orgam
deposits over 12 to 18 inches of heavily mottled silt-loam. Below th+ ire the dense ¢lucial
marime deposits. Red maple trees grow with hemlock (1suga canadense) and balsany ti

(A Dicy " Alsamea) across this pat. of the wetland with patchy clumps of arrow-woed
(Fiburniem denano), nannyberey (Fibuwmnm lentago), and cinnamon fern (Osmond

chiremron ea) g'l()winj’_ beneath .\lpl\:lg;mm) moss grows i the wettest portions of e swte

Run-oifl from .o swale enter a diteh north o the site that tiows west, back onto e i

where (it pome a stream and s oodplam near the nertlnvest corner of the propere The
Steam averoes thee Cwide and th e o evht mches deep wath o alt bottom Broad
fcaved catl (7Tvoiia lanfolia)

meadowsweet, and senstiive temn (Qnocioa seusioning gion

’

dense prtches throaghout the toodplam,

etland #30ES aad S

Focation: ander the power 7 e st of wetiand
Stre Classt - nae
Wetland Systenmy PRS00 - Palustrme, coab-chroh broad-leaved deadraus oo o

atated
DEP Cin ahicatton: MU e than 10 e om e no stream

Junsdreton/Ranacade: ANCE/Yes < meets wetiand dbmaton, Db



I N

Chametensties: These three wetlands are ondar - that they are small (less than 1710 of an
ncre), 1coloted, wetland swalzs ot are domenated Y owetlard shiubs aad orooses dne dos
glacial mariue sediments ber ath cach of these - cilands perches enough water 0 sty the
soils above and Suppo'rt'dcnsé patches of meadowsweet; Ao e wtephesne (1o

vertict!lata) with a mix of swamp candle, blue-jomt puass, Lady Cemn C v oo,

cnnamon fer and sensitive fer,

We o
location: northeast corner of the site
Size Class: < 10 acres
Wetland Systezn: PFOLE, PEM2, and R4UB3 - Palustrine, foreste.” ' oad-leaved decrduons,
sroonally saturated with Palustrine, emergent, non-persistent, scasonally saturated and
Riverir | intermittent. uncensolidated mud bottom
DEP Classification: Class 11 - 2 lower parts ol the avines where there are steeame,
otherwise N/A - ":ss than 10 acres i s1ze, 1o siean.
Junisdiction/Rationale: ACH/Yes - mects cotland detmion; DEP Yo 1eos than RS
oo, Loostream
Chamctenstics: s wetlund contns o road arca of seeps at the top of a seriee of sl
reanes that meree e o amele treans qust ol ste - Seall puddles and ovoders are T
eas where water discivarges from the adjacent upland plam. Water siom these seops run,
onth and cast tito a three narrow cavines whinch concentrate the How mito ol amternnitot
Lrcamess Portions of the streams that are reeulated by the DEP Deeon 100 0 a0 feer s
e castern property Tmes The stieams we one O two feet wide and from one 1o Ove incie:
deep with sift-l om bottoms. The corls in the wetland vary from [e-mceh-deen arcanic moi -
i forested seepage areas, to shallow silt-loams over densclv motded and eloyod - detono,
Cencath the power hines Uinder the power Tmes, the wetland v dore ceed o0 vool oo
(Nelrpus cvperinus), blue-jomt prass (Calianragrosits canadensis), vedio (02 ooy o g
sombdeden d voldentod (Solidavo pavosan senstiive fem, meadoswect o bt

Vo ted areas contam red raapie and hemlock trees, patches o boaked havcr oo

counetay, canterberry ) and pacoda doeveood (Cormns ddierifolay b e C b

0
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i 2)7'\1 G <

convune patches of cinnamen fern, sensitive fern, foncy tem (Drvopreris intencdia), toam-
osnes (P s cordiformiyy nd cuckoo-flower (Cardamine prarensis). The lower ravines

conan Hoodplain wetands with very few tress. The dominant herbaceous plants mclude

focn (Clarey steta ond Prdiehium arndinaceunt ), foam-1iwer, cuckoo-flower, and solt

Lo

coo b Glancus effusus).

Wedand #7
focation: cast central edoe of site
Size (rass: 7 10 acres
VWedand System: R4UB3 - Riverine, intermittent, uiiconsolidated ~iud bottom
D P Classification: Class 1 - stream and sirecam-associated loodpha cetland
Tinisdicnon/Rationale: ACE/Nes - meets wetland definition; DEP/Yes - lower parts of the
Cavices contans a DEP sueam and iloodplain
Cloactenstiess This weded s similar o wetland Ao 0 Dot withent acheadvoater hape arma

Thoonnmates as a smele cepoor spring, near the top ol the savine.

Wetland #8

Focation: couth edee o the nroperty
Size Classs - 10 actes
Woethd Systen: CEN2L o RAUBS - Palustine cmerzent non-peisis s nt, saturated and
Foecormes ntermiiient, uacensolidated nud bottom
DEE Comadicnton: Claec it - tema on b atrennn assccrated Hoodtnbam veethand areas anis
friedic o dsiomale: ACE Ve - meets wethind defmmony DEP/Y es Tower parts of ravins

Cee B streanns - e soandoned canal alio conties artenm and Hoodplaos

o telEtesr Th v st donnmated by the abandoned Scbago - Fore Ruver  The old
DL ol ol el e el s 3 - 12 Tt wade and b -y mches dep A

St e it B i hor s af the canal near the weectern prop oty line Speckd d allder

recerd) e ions ot o G sy alone th e caT e e cad L cro e
oo e Do coavane s b to o e e et D0 din e w0 - annd
it cad o e s e canal Do dhe couth o severan b e awere e ol o



Pooe o

during construction of the canal to increase the [low of water to the canal (o flood the locks.

Aowoods 1oad crosses the crinal pproximately 400 feet from the western property line. Two
FUVIDeS, Cne contamin:g an ntermittent sream, merge on he east side of this road and je  the

ciwad ceveral hundred U furtler cast. The DEP coulated stream e mtermittent, three to

five feet wide, one to ten mches deop, with g silt bottom. Another DEP regulate:] stream

driains tie ravine on the norti: side of the canal, approximately 400 feet west of (e castern
propeity line The defined channel beans apprximately 200 foor notin of the mn canal
charel where a series of smal) seeps discharpe from the base 0 he ravine. Thic sucanm s
toot wide and 1 - 1 inches deep. Each of the ravine: has pockets of emergent marsh
veetation dominated by woolgrass, rattlesnake-manna grass (Gilyceria can. ensis), blue-joint
s ad meadowsweet

VETLAND JURISDICTION

Federal

Fhe Corps has juisdiction over all of the wetlands identified on the site. A Corps permit is

.
I
i

et e e the wetlands Fach 15 considered to be an above headwater wetland
ebonihne vl be seen as  of the entire sinvde and complete project. Some mino filing

ol o

oty ror o Nat L de ettt Ty tporant to understund that m e

nonthiast e, tederal wotland reculations ace currently undergome substantial revicion

roee el oy chode e climmaion, of he Nationwide Permng system and an
Belec b chon waih DI teenlatory st Chunees Lould 1, place nest e

CNOH BRIV WAnt o contact us Prior 1o un(icxl:xi\m;; Wy actvitres requtime

P e ey e Lot e aformation,

it

oo over ali of the areams and Steemn associated Hoodplam
b e N oy he wetands oy g Are vaeater o (o) CORTECUC L ey e
Yl e ey S Yy ey e NS
S teame and renn soctated Hoodplam wetlands WHIN 256 ot of afrenme



37 3%

Bae

Yo

Pave & of 8

e s Class [ wetlands, A permit will be required for all deveiopnient actiines within
ties occurrng within 100 feet

1
e svetlands as well as tor any soit disturbance activi

s e nande

cne the DEP 15 also reviewing s reenlatory piognien Ty boe neceshery e review
<) <t H P r ™

St pecnats would be needed for work 1 or near DIP regulated wetlanar,

et delimeation data fooms ane av.oiabie upon request

Should vou have any questions concerning the methods we used, or our findings, please call.

Pl e “\'\1”_\',
Voodiot Alternatives, lnc.

~.

ronhun Lo Royte

Frethd Boiopst
WAL MO 700
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New England Field Office
22 Bridge Street, Unit #1
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-4986

EIVE
m&w ' October 14, 1997

Michael Breiner J\@I 23 1997
Dames & Moore

25 Peachtree Street, NE RE
North Tower, Suite 2000 ~AMES & MOO
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1405

Dear Mr. Breiner:

This responds to your letter dated September 10, 1997 for information on the presence of
federally-listed and proposed, endangered or threatened species in relation to the proposed
construction in South Portland and Scarborough, Maine.

Based on information currently available to us, no federally-listed or proposed, threatened and
endangered species under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are known
to occur in the project area, with the exception of occasional, transient bald eagles
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) or peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus).

As you are probably aware, any proposal to discharge fill material into wetlands may require
authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. If an individual permit for wetland filling is required, it will be evaluated within the
context of the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines. The Guidelines carry a clear presumption that
practicable alternatives exist for proposals to fill wetlands for non-water dependent uses. We
encourage you to contact Jay Clement of the Corps' Manchester Field Office, RR2, Box
1855, Manchester, Maine 04351, at 207-623-8367, for specific guidance on permit
requirements and wetland delineation protocols. We will provide specific comments on the
project during our review of any applicable Section 404 permit applications.

Preparation of a Biological Assessment or further consultation with us under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act is not required. Should project plans change, or additional
information on listed or proposed species becomes available, this determination may be
reconsidered.



A list of federally-designated endangered and threatened species in Maine is enclosed for your
information. Thank you for your cooperation and please contact Linda Welch of our Maine
Field Office at 207-827-5938 if we can be of further assistance regarding endangered species.

Sincerely yours,
Michael J. Bartlett
Supervisor

New England Field Office

Enclosure



FEDERALLY LISTED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES

€ mmon Name

o
FISHES:

S rgeon, shortnose*

R PTILES:
T--tle, leatherback™*

T ;,ﬂe, loggerhead*
Turtle, Atlantic ridley*

B DS:
Eagle, bald

Faicon, American peregrine

Falcon, Arctic peregrine

P._ver, Piping
Roseate Tern

' IMMALS:

V| If, eastern timber
C] ngar, eastern

VT ale, blue*

Vi ale, finback*
Whale, humpback*
Wi‘ale, right*

W, ale, sei*
Whale, sperm*

M ILLUSKS:

NONE

PLANTS:

S: all Whorled Pogonia
L. 1sewort, Furbish’s

O..hid, Eastern prairie
fringed

IN MAINE

Scientific Name

Acipenser brevirostrum

Dermochelys coriacea
Caretta caretta
Lepidochelys kempii

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Falco peregrinus anatum

Falco peregrinus tundrius

Charadrius melodus
Sterna dougallii dougallii

Canis lupus
Felis concolor couguar

Balaenoptera musculus
Balaenoptera physalus
Megaptera novaeangliae
Eubalaena spp. (all species)
Balaenoptera bgorealis
Physeter catodon

Isotria medeoloides

Pedicularis furbishiae

Platanthera leucopehaea

Status  Distribution

M~ m

m o~

Mmmmmm  mitm

E

T

*' _xcept for sea turtle nesting habitat, principal responsibility for these species
is vested with the National Marine Fisheries Service

Kennebec River &
Atlantic Coastal Waters

Oceanic summer resident
Oceanic summer resident
Oceanic summer resident

Entire state-nesting

habitat

Current nesting: Hancock,
Penobscot, Piscataquis,
Oxford, & Franklin Counties;
entire state-migratory

Entire state migratory-

no nesting

Atlantic coast

Atlantic coast

Somerset

Entire state-may be
extirpated

Oceanic

Oceanic

Oceanic

QOceanic

QOceanic

Oceanic

York, Kennebec,
Cumberland, Oxford
Counties

Aroostook County

Aroostook County

Rev. 7-28-95



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

1033 South Main Street
0ld Town, Maine 04468
207-827-5938

August 29, 1997

Michael Brenier
Dames and Moore

235 Peachtree St. NE
North Tower Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Brenier:

I have enclose a list of federally-designated endangered and
threatened species for the state of Maine. Please feel free to
contact me at the above number if you have any additional
questions regarding endangered or threatened species in Maine.

Sincere Zézg ?%62%442{

A

Linda Welch
Wildlife Biologist






Sent By: MOHR & SEREDIN;

Jan-15-03 11:17;

Page 2/3

Landwape Architrete, lnve.

January 15, 2003

Ms. Sarah Hopkins
Planning Departiment
City of Portland

389 Congress St
Portland, ME 04101

RE: Grepory Ives; Racine Avenue Amended Plat
Dear Sarah:
Bused on the Planning Board’s approval of the above referenced project we would like to proceed as guickly

as possible with the follow-up on the conditions of approval and the posting of the necessary bonds and fees
with the City so that a building permit can be drawn. We offer the following for your consideration:

1, Construction Cost Breukdown of Public Improvements:
a. Removals and erosion controls % 10500
b. New pipe (75'-12"” HDPE) $1.120.00
c. New manhole (3" ht) $ 52500
d. Finish grading, rip-rap, and sceding $ 200.00

Towal  $1,950.00
I"lease let us know if this number is acceptable, and what the cnyineering/inspection fees will be.

2. Revised Drainage Basement:
We encloscd a revised metes and bounds description of the revised easement in our previous
submission to you. Is this adequate for Corporation Counsel’s use, or do you want a full ecasement
prepared by us to be submitted for your review? A copy of the prior submission is atlached.

-

3. Lot 27 Temporary Easement:

'
We believe that the work can all be accomplished from Mr. Tves’ lot with the existing eusenent,
without the nced for a temporary casemeiit from Lot 27, Noiwithstanding that, would a simple letter

frum the owner of Lot 27 suftice if it indicaied approval for ihe work o proceed even if some
- T Tl ) armn Y o an
Ul Lid ll

1€ fess formal approach is more scceptable to the owner of Lot 27.

~

P T PRI NIt I
avuyity vuLvulivd

_72&“{“5 0y Vin

el Movt MoZA
U

LIPS
t LW

18 Pleasant Streel, Purtlumd, Muine 04101

{207} 871-00603




2078711419;

Landscape Architecte

18 Plewsant Street, Pordand, Maine D101
(207) BT1-000:8

TRANSMITTAL

Date: /7 /(’:., ,/ o3

Projcct Number:
. Dy = e
Project: Flz cere Cidpce .

To: é . 3L ¢ C

From: __&XI%A heo WA,/

Jan-15-03 11:17;

Canv:

Copy:

Miengage:

O Mailed m - -, Y]

O Delivered “imt ﬁmugvv-?ﬂb
10Tnl N n —_E—s

V. O S@EON

Page 1/3



Sent By: MOHR & SEREDIN; 2078711410; Jan-15-03 11:18; Page 3/3

v
l
Tt -
“November 6, 2002 . ' !

uESun!P’*'lONOE"OR’!‘IONO* R
4. 36“ n-nvl‘;v-mn nnwﬁﬁEbth}mi'{ an o ‘ -

R To ygmnmw:ns)miw 26

L ', A ccr(am !ot or pame! ofland smmed on :h% mnhi:rly sxde' of but not adjaccnt to Racim bﬂ'eet
' " in the Clty of Portiand, Ooxmty of Cumberland, and State of Mtune bbunded and deacnbed as” -
EE fol]ows S

. B . -».. 5 o e e . ”. " ,.., o
‘. n Lo - . . A A

e ngm__n_;p.g a. a ns,km. e-_- the ..ngn.,t:!lv s_dg of:g 30 f«.»ac d.rm_md easmm ncsgmlet 2%. as shown
. on'Recording F Plat of Racing Avente Subdivision d..;-,!sd Pe*mﬂm 23, 1988 revised 6-21:89 ‘by
'+ Owen Haskell, Inc. regorded in Cuniierland County Registry cmeedammﬂgek 179 Page 63, .
L smd oint bgiﬁg 34.00 feet ﬁoﬁxihérmum;y sxduimp ufRaa;ﬁg Avaﬁne as msasmcd ona- [
bearmg oi'h 46" 28" "’“‘nmong sme 30 foornramagc iémaat T e '

"'Thcncc N 76" 39’ 14" E actoss thc mstmg drmnagc m 19 ‘8*6‘

o Thmcp N 46"7 25’ 5:' E across :axd Qaselmm 22 00 ﬂb:t,

s mmn 108 24,, E mss smd @gm@m 20 4 feem thenonherlv sige ofme 30 fom
. ......st A : N el

j_"‘heace 8 46" 25’ 5” ‘“y' a}ar.g the forik ;j Side ..wd“‘ *0 ﬂasem.-.h’ 5‘ 95 feet :c*‘"' pem'*ef
o oegummg oomammg ow Squm ﬁc:. “. . :

Lo

. SR ‘,".' o
. \,'~ I,

L -‘";_'_For a more partwular iescﬁpwn see ambnded pmu' of Lot zo uat‘ed N;o'vemoer 6, uﬁZ by uwen
K ,_‘Haskc}l, Inc. o be recorded. ‘ e 3
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DRAINAGE EASEMENT DEED

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that Gregory Ives, with an
address at 73 Racine Avenue Portland, Maine, for consideration paid, receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged, grant to the City of Portland, é body politic and corporate located
in Cumberland Couﬁty, State of Maine, with warranty covenants, an easement described ,
as follows: |

The right perpetually to enter at any and all times upon property situated on Lot
26 (73 Racine Avenue), Portland, in said County of Cumberland and State of Maine, said

property being described in Schedule A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

The above described parcel contains 1,939 square feet of area.

Meaning and intending to convey a portion of Lot 26 eonveyed to this Grantor as
shown on a Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated February 23, 1988
recorded in the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 179 , Page 63, and
amended by a Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated NeVember 14,2002. .

Said easement for the sole purpose of and conveying the right to construct, install
- and perpetually maintain through, under and across said property conduits or
pipelines with all necessary fixtures and appurtenances for conveying water and
to lay, relay, repair, maintain, clean and remove said stormwater. pipe or pipes
‘upon or under said strips, with all necessary fixtures and appurtenances, together
with the right at all times to make connections with said conduits or pipelines to
land adjoining said drainage easement by means of pipes or other services; to
trim, cut down and remove trees, bushes, and other vegetation of all kinds, to
remove debris and deposits of any kind and to alter and regrade the contours of
said drainage easement to such extent as in the sole judgment of the grantee is
necessary or appropriate for any of the above purposes; and to enter upon said
drainage easement at any and all times for any of the foregoing purposes,
reserving to the grantor and her heirs and ass1gns the use and enjoyment of said
strips and for such purposes only as will in no way interfere temporarily or
- otherwise with the perpetual use thereof by the grantee, its successors and assigns
for the purpose above mentioned, provided that no building or any kind of
permanent structure, including, but not limited to, walls and fences, shall be



erected on said strip by the grantor, her successors or assigns; and that the grantor,
her heirs and assigns shall not remove earth from said drainage easement without
the written permission of the grantee, its successors and assigns.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Gregory Ives has hereunto set his hand and seal on

this 23 day of January_, 2003..

WITNESS
STATE OF MAINE - |
CUMBERLAND, ss. o Dated: // /23‘/2003 |

Personally appeared the above-named  , and acknowledged the foregoing
instrument to be his free act and deed. L SR

o v . W Before me, //;2,5%73

PATRICIA JEWELL

. otary Public, Maine
o A,MM;NA=,,.fym~«nsraq Nrtoher 14, 2005

-y b



DRAINAGE EASEMENT DEED

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that Gregory Ives, with an
address at 73 Racine Avenue Portland, Maine, for consideration paid, receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged, grant to the City of Portland, a body politic and corporate located
in Cumberland County, State of Maine, with warranty covenants, an easement described
as follows:

The right perpetually to enter at any and all times upon property situated on Lot
26 (73 Racine Avenue), Portland, in said County of Cumberland and State of Maine, said
property being described in Schedule A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

The above described parcel contains 1,939 square feet of area.

Meaning and intending to convey a portion of Lot 26 conveyed to this Grantor as
shown on a Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated February 23, 1988
recorded in the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 179 , Page 63, and

amended by a Recording Plat of Racine Avenue Subdivision dated November 14, 2002.

Said easement for the sole purpose of and conveying the right to construct, install
and perpetually maintain through, under and across said property conduits or
pipelines with all necessary fixtures and appurtenances for conveying water and
to lay, relay, repair, maintain, clean and remove said stormwater pipe or pipes
upon or under said strips, with all necessary fixtures and appurtenances, together
with the right at all times to make connections with said conduits or pipelines to
land adjoining said drainage easement by means of pipes or other services; to
trim, cut down and remove trees, bushes, and other vegetation of all kinds, to
remove debris and deposits of any kind and to alter and regrade the contours of
said drainage easement to such extent as in the sole judgment of the grantee is
necessary or appropriate for any of the above purposes; and to enter upon said
drainage easement at any and all times for any of the foregoing purposes,
reserving to the grantor and her heirs and assigns the use and enjoyment of said
strips and for such purposes only as will in no way interfere temporarily or
otherwise with the perpetual use thereof by the grantee, its successors and assigns
for the purpose above mentioned, provided that no building or any kind of
permanent structure, including, but not limited to, walls and fences, shall be



erected on said strip by the grantor, her successors or assigns; and that the grantor,
her heirs and assigns shall not remove earth from said drainage easement without
the written permission of the grantee, its successors and assigns.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Gregory Ives has hereunto set his hand and seal on
this 23 day of January_, 2003..

WITNESS
VA{%WW
STATE OF MAINE /
CUMBERLAND, ss. Dated: //Z 3/ 2003
/ 7
Personally appeared the above-named  , and acknowledged the foregoing

instrument to be his free act and deed.

%ma&cb e Before me, %é?é’/&j

PATRICIA JE\R!A LLe
Notary Public, Mair¥ .
Aty Gommission Expires October 14,200




| Jay Reynolds - Racine Ave.

From: Anthony Lombardo
To: Jay Reynolds
Date: 1/17/03 9:35AM
Subject: Racine Ave.

| reviewed the amended plat's cost estimate and find the costs to be appropriate.



Landsc e"Architec lnc

January 15, 2003

Ms. Sarah Hopkins
Planning Department
City of Portland

389 Congress St.
Portland, ME 04101

RE: Gregory Ives; Racine Avenue Amended Plat
Dear Sarah:
Based on the Planning Board’s approval of the above referenced project we would like to proceed as quickly

as possible with the follow-up on the conditions of approval and the posting of the necessary bonds and fees
with the City so that a building permit can be drawn. We offer the following for your consideration:

1. Construction Cost Breakdown of Public Improvements:
a. Removals and erosion controls $ 105.00
b New pipe (75°-12” HDPE) $1,120.00
c. New manhole (3’ ht) $ 525.00
d Finish grading, rip-rap, and seeding $ 200.00

Total  $1,950.00
Please let us know if this number is acceptable, and what the engineering/inspection fees will be.

2. Revised Drainage Easement:
We enclosed a revised metes and bounds description of the revised easement in our previous
submission to you. Is this adequate for Corporation Counsel’s use, or do you want a full easement
prepared by us to be submitted for your review? A copy of the prior submission is attached.

3. Lot 27 Temporary Easement:
We believe that the work can all be accomplished from Mr. Ives’ lot with the existing easement,
without the need for a temporary easement from Lot 27. Notwithstanding that, would a simple letter
from the owner of Lot 27 suffice if it indicated approval for the work to proceed even if some
activity occurred on Lot 27? The less formal approach is more acceptable to the owner of Lot 27.

18 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 871-0003
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November 6 2002

- DESCRIPTION OF BORTIONOF A
“30 FOOT WIDE DRAINAGE EASEMENT e
" TOBERBLEASEDFROMIOT26 ~.» " © - .

A certam lot or parcel of Iand 51tuated on the northcrly 51de of but mt adjacent to Racine Street o "

“in the Clty of Portlandg County of Cumberldnd, and State of Mame bb\mded and descnbed as’
foHOWS o .

Begmnmg at a pomt on thc northeﬂy sxde of a 30 foot dramage easelmnt across Lot 26 as shqwn
- on'Recording Plat of Raciné: Avenue Subdivision datcd Febmary 23,1988 revised 6-21- 89 by
Owen Haskell, Inc. reporded in’Cumberland County Regxstry of Deeds Plari Book 179 Page 63

. -said point being34.00 feet from thee nerflierly sideline of Racine, Avenuc as measumd on a-
bearmg of N 46° 25’ 25” E; along s1de 30 foot dramage easement

ThenceN 76° 39’ 14” E across the exlstmg dramagc easement 19 86 feet,

Thcnce N 46° 25 ? 25” E across Sald cascment 22 00 fect § .
Thence N 17° 05’ 4” E across sald e,asement 20 41 feet ‘ro the northerly 51de of the 30 foot
casement AR P S e e ]

&

Thence s 46° 25’ 25” W along the northcrly 51de of Sald 30’ easemcnt 56 95 feet 1o’thc pomt of
begmnmg comammg 395 Square fect L L L

For a more pamcular descnpuon see amended plan of Lot 26 dated November 6, 2002 by OWen
Haske]l Inc to be récorded . . ; ST

T

Filel J00LIASOUECB S -~ L G -T.n et
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PRELIMINARY WETLAND DELINEATION OF
SCARBOROUGH DOWNS TRACT AND
SURROUNDING PROPERTY
Proposed New Portland
Processing and Distribution Center
United States Postal Service
Portland, Maine
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1.) THIS IS NOT A STANDARD BOUNDARY SURVEY. THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED FROM |’
| THE TOWN OF SCARBOROUGH MUNICIPAL TAX MAPS, A PLAN ENTITLED "PLAN OF |
‘ PROPERTIES — SCARBOROUGH DOWNS”™ RTE 1 — PAYNE RD. SCARBOROUGH, MAINE |
DATED SEPTEMBER 1988 (UNRECORDED), MINIMAL RESEARCH AT THE CUMBERLAND 'l

COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS AND MINIMAL FIELD WORK AND THEREFORE IS NOT

TO BE USED FOR CONVEYANCE OR RECORDING PURPOSES, OR THAT THE BOUNDARY

|
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', Figure 10

l

1‘ SCARBOROUGH DOWNS TRACT

LINES AS SHOWN ARE IN FACT THE TRUE BOUNDARY LINES. N
\ PROPOSED LOT CONFIGURATION - OPTION 1
2.) THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS TO DELINEATE THE APPROXIMATE UPLAND/WETLAND ! Proposed New Portland
BOUNDARIES, IN SKETCH PLAN FORM, IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPARENT PROPERTY Processing and Distribution Cente
LINES AS DELINEATED ON THIS PLAN. OTHER PHYSICAL FEATURES (UTILITY POLES, = 0 300 450 600 Unitengtates Postal Service )
PAVEMENT, STRUCTURES, etc...) SHALL BE CONFIRMED BY FIELD SURVEY AT A LATER e Portland, Maine
DATE. SCALE, FEET -
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TO BE USED FOR CONVEYANCE OR RECORDING PURPOSES, OR THAT THE BOUNDARY 7
LINES AS SHOWN ARE IN FACT THE TRUE BOUNDARY LINES. N SCARBOROUGH DOWNS TRACT
V! PROPOSED LOT CONFIGURATION - OPTION 2
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS TO DELINEATE THE APPROXIMATE UPLAND/WETLAND [ Proposed New Portland
BOUNDARIES, IN SKETCH PLAN FORM, IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPARENT PROPERTY Processing and Distribution Center
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PAVEMENT, STRUCTURES, etc...) SHALL BE CONFIRMED BY FIELD SURVEY AT A LATER il e = e e Portland, Maine
DATE. | SCALE, FEET
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Figure 8

- AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF
SCARBOROUGH DOWNS TRACT
Proposed New Portland
Processing and Distribution Center

United States Postal Service
Portland, Maine




Environmental Assessment

United States Postal Service

Proposed Construction and Operation of a New Portland, ME P&DC Draft
Table 9-1
Matrix Summary
Environmental Impacts
Component Snyder Tract Alternative Scarborough Downs Tract Alternative Grondin's Quarry Tract No Action Alternative
Impact Duration Mitigation Impact Duration Mitigation Impact Duration Mitigation Impact Duration Mitigation
Physical Environment h
Topography N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR
Geology and Soils M T Y M T Y N T N NA NR
Hydrology/Water Quality M P Y M Y N N NA NR
Prime Farmland N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR
Botanical Elements M P Y M P Y N NA NR N NA NR
Fish and Wildlife M P Y M P Y N NA NR N NA NR
Cultural Environment
Historic and Archeological Resources N NA NR N NA NR U NA NR N NA NR
Local Employment and Economics B NA NR B NA NR NA NR N NA NR
Land Use and Zoning N P NR N NA NR N P NR N NA NR
Transportation N-M P Y N-M P N-M P Y N NA NR
Noise N-M P Y N-M P N-M NA NR N NA NR
Air Quality N P Y N P N P Y N NA NR
Population Trends and Housing NA NR N NA NR NA NR N NA NR
Employee/Business/Residential Relocation N NA NR N NA NR M P Cc N NA NR
Commumity Services N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR
Utilities N T NR N T NR N T NR N NA NR
Energy Requirements and Conservation N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR N NA NR
Postal Environment
Postal Environment P NR B P NR B P NR M P C
Working Conditions B P NR P NR B P NR M P C
Operational Productivity B NR B P NR B P NR M P C
Key to Matrix
Impact Symbols Duration Symbols Mitigation Symbols
N = None or Negligible Impact NA = Not Applicable NR = None Required
M = Moderately Adverse Impact T = Temporary Impact C = Cannot be Mitigated
B = Beneficial Impact P = Permanent Impact Y = Can be Mitigated
S = Significantly Adverse Impact
U = Unknown; Possible Impact
Dames & Moore 9-5 November 19, 1997

\DM_ATLNVOLIwp\i\usps\eas\portland\DRAFT2.DOC
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1.) THIS IS NOT A STANDARD BOUNDARY SURVEY. THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED FROM
THE TOWN OF SCARBOROUGH MUNICIPAL TAX MAPS, A PLAN ENTITLED “STANDARD-
BOUNDARY SURVEY—THE QUARRY PROPERTY" BROADWAY SOUTH PORTLAND &
SCARBOROUGH, MAINE DATED JULY 3, 1986 (UNRECORDED), MINIMAL RESEARCH AT THE

CUMBERLAND COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS AND MINIMAL FIELD WORK AND THEREFORE
IS NOT TO BE USED FOR CONVEYANCE OR RECORDING' PURPOSES, OR THAT THE
BOUNDARY LINES AS SHOWN ARE IN FACT THE TRUE BOUNDARY LINES.

2.) THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN IS TO DELINEATE THE APPROXIMATE UPLAND/WETLAND
BOUNDARIES, IN SKETCH PLAN FORM, IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPARENT PROPERTY
LINES AS DELINEATED ON THIS PLAN. OTHER PHYSICAL FEATURES (UTILTY POLES,
PAVEMENT, STRUCTURES, etc...) SHALL BE CONFIRMED 8Y FIELD SURVEY AT A LATER

DATE.
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Figure 14

PRELIMINARY WETLAND DELINEATION
GRONDIN'S QUARRY TRACT
Proposed New Portiand
Processing and Distribution Center

United States Postal Service
Portland, Maine
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