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Planning Philip DiPierro 
March 19,2010 

Exempuon granted subject [0 the following condition(s); 

Appropriate erosion control measures shall be maintained throughout the project. As 
discussed, Low Impact Construction is recommended. 
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Print View 

From: Stephen Aylward 

To: pd@portlandmaine.gov 

CC: csh@portlandmaine.gov, SAylward 

Date: Thursday - May 21, 2009 5: 04 PM 

Subject: Sump Pump Drainage Inquiry 

Dear Mr. DePierro, 
I live at 46 Newton Street and spoke with Chris Hanson this morning about a rainwater 

drainage issue. He recommended I get with you about it. You were out at the time but 
your receptionist recommended that I email you-­

I'd appreciate your help and guidance about the following problem: We moved to 
Riverton about 5 years ago. We knew the cellar got water in it after some rainstorms, so 
we asked a contractor to replace the original pipes under the cellar floor and if necessary 
install a new sump pump. He did both and the system has worked well for us-- no more 
wet cellar floor. 

We vent the sump pump into the backyard (via a hose) into an indentation that 
normally creates a small pool after significant rainstorms. This hasn't been an issue for 
anyone until a couple of weeks ago, when our neighbor at 52 Newton said that his 
basement had gotten several inches of water in it after the last major rainstorm, and he'd 
had to purchase and install a pump. He was also concerned that his garage and driveway 
were sinking (he'd jacked up the garage recently). 

I don't necessarily agree with our neighbor that our sump pump is to blame. The area 
gets a lot of water anyhow, and I think the runoff in the general area has gotten worse 
over the past few years. Also, he noted that the garage has been sinking for about ten 
years. However, he was nice rather than confrontational in bringing the matter up, and 
he's a very good neighbor, so I'd like to help if possible, 

One of the things he suggested was that I could drain the water down to the street by 
laying in a rock-lined drain from our backyard to Newton Street along our joint property 
line. The water would then flow down to the storm drain near Newton and Harmony. 
Personally, I think that a rock~lined drain would lose a lot of water into the ground which 

would again wind up under his garage, driveway, etc. .. but that perhaps a pipe or hose 
system might work, although I'd worry about water remaining in it freezing in the winter 
and cracking the pipe or hose. 

The big issue, of course, is whether doing this is legal. My understanding is that it's 
legal if the storm drain on Newton near Newton and Harmony is indeed jUst a storm 
drain. If it's also a sewer drain or combined storm/sewer drain, then conducting water to 
it is a violation of ordinances. 

Thus, could you tell me if I may drain the sump pump into that storm drain? If not, 
what else might I do to help ease my neighbor's concerns? (I was thinking of digging a 
really deep hole in the backyard, filling it with stone, draining the sump pump via a hose 
to it, and hoping that the water would drain away at a lower level without bothering my 

https://webacc.bsos.umd.edu/gw/webacc?User.context=lpfsp6KOpIOnj8Dmd&ltem.dm=3... 2(25/20 I0 
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neighbor or anyone else.... probably ridiculous, and as you can see, I'm not a civil
 
engineer!)
 

Thanks so much for your time!
 
Sincerely,
 

Steve Aylward
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