Towing / Wrecker Service: 
Towing licenses are only required if the tow company tows without the consent of the owner of the 
vehicle. In other words, if a tow company is going to tow for parking violations or street clean 
up/snow bans. The tow company also has the option to be listed on the City’s tow list. The 
City will frequently use the services of a tow company to remove a car from a City lot or street. They 

go through their list in order so that each tow company listed gets their turn to tow for the City. 

Required: 
1.Application

2. Insurance with a minimum liability of $25,000 for garage keepers and general liability of at least $400,000.

3. Payment


4. Zoning approval of the tow lot, although we do not license the tow lot


5. Must maintain a storage facility within 5 miles of City Hall

6. Shall allow Chief of Police (1) regular inspection & (2) random 

    inspections of each towing vehicle and storage area per license year





7. Vehicles must be towed not driven to tow lots





8. Must provide a secure storage area per §28-124





9. Licensees shall clean the accident area of all non-hazardous vehicular 

    debris resulting from the accident

10. Licensees shall not make any repairs to vehicles without the consent of the owner

11. Licensees shall not require the owner of the towed vehicle to pay any charge unless signage warning that unauthorized vehicles will be towed at the owner’s expense is posted clearly and conspicuously at each entrance and exit of non-residential property from which the vehicle is removed or said signage is clearly visible from all entrances of the lot. Signs must include information about how a missing vehicle may be located.


12. Licensees shall conspicuously post current rates for services listed in §28-123

13. Licensees shall release vehicles within (1) hour of the owner’s request. 


14. No wrecker may respond to the scene of an accident or emergency for the purpose of towing unless specifically called there by police or person involved in the accident or emergency. 

Send a copy of the towing application to Portland Police Department.

Towing of vehicles: 


$70.00 per non-accident tow



$75.00 per accident tow



$15.00 per day for storage of vehicle, beginning 24 hours after the tow

The City may charge $25.00 for vehicles impounded or stored on City property for the 1st 24 hours from the date and time of impoundment and shall be $10.00 for each day, or part thereof, thereafter. The Chief of Police or his designee may authorize additional charges in unusual circumstances. If a vehicle must be towed after the initial tow, wrecker owners may charge a $25.00 fee for each additional tow of the same vehicle performed at the City’s request.
