




















































 

 
GRAY, ME OFFICE 
286 Portland Road, Gray, ME 04039, Tel (207) 657-2866, Fax (207) 657-2840, (E) infogray@swcole.com, (I) www.swcole.com  
 
The SWCE field representative is on-site at the request of our client to provide construction materials testing and to observe and 
document construction activities.  The contractor has sole responsibility for schedule, site safety, methods, completeness and quality of 
the work. 
 

CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION REPORT 
 
Project:  TD Bank Building Portland, Maine     SWCE Project No.:  08-0395.2 
Client:  Pizzagalli Construction Company       Date: 10-29-10 
Client’s Rep.:  Ed Hume Weather:  Overcast, 50 – 60. 
 
Work in Progress:  Gorham Sand & Gravel: Finished backfilling previous over-excavation within building 
footprint to bottom of proposed footing grade.   
 
Work Performed by SWCE Rep.:  Made general observations of backfilling operations and performed field 
densities on in-place backfill material.         
 
General Observations, Discussions, Etc:  Gorham Sand & Gravel (GSG) continued placing compacted lifts 
of both imported Structural Fill (Phinney pit 3-inch crushed gravel) and onsite granular fill within the previously 
performed over-excavation.  The imported structural fill material was used below the proposed footings and 
within the 1:1 zone of influence (denoted by GSG layout).  Recycled on-site granular fill was used beyond the 
footing areas. Underlying the sidewalk and drive- thru slab areas, GSG switched from the granular borrow 
material to structural fill when the backfill operation reached 4.5-feet below proposed finish grade in 
accordance with our recommendations.  Compaction continues to be performed with a 7-ton vibratory drum 
roller (IR SD-70X) and a 800-pound +/- vibratory forward/reverse plate compactor (modified Bomag).  In-situ 
density tests performed indicated material is being compacted to a minimum of 95-percent of a 133.0-pcf 
proctor value for the structural fill and a 130.4-pcf proctor value for the granular borrow.  Several lifts of 
compacted granular borrow were also graded below the proposed interior slab area.  The building corner at D, 
4 where native stiff clay was encountered (approximately a 10x10-foot area) was cut with a smooth edged 
bucket to 6-inches below bottom of footing in preparation for ¾-inch crushed stone and geotextile fabric.  We 
discussed with Pizzagalli (Ed) and GSG (Mark) that we should be scheduled as needed to perform additional 
testing and observations now that the footprint for the main building has been prepared.  We recommended 
that subgrade observations be performed on the ramped sidewalk section, the parking lot and between 1 to 2-
lines on A-line (excavation not competed so that an access ramp can be maintained) and B to A-lines on 1-line 
(excavation not completed where the water service needs to be relocated).               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Site:  7:45am – 1:00pm       SWC Rep.:  K. Gimpel 
Attachments:  Photos       Rev. by: B. Chaput  
Sheet:  1 of 1 
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GRAY, ME OFFICE 
286 Portland Road, Gray, ME 04039, Tel (207) 657-2866, Fax (207) 657-2840, (E) infogray@swcole.com, (I) www.swcole.com  
 
The SWCE field representative is on-site at the request of our client to provide construction materials testing and to observe and 
document construction activities.  The contractor has sole responsibility for schedule, site safety, methods, completeness and quality of 
the work. 
 

CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION REPORT 
 
Project:  TD Bank Building Portland, Maine     SWCE Project No.:  08-0395.2 
Client:  Pizzagalli Construction Company       Date: 11-2-10 
Client’s Rep.:  Ed Hume Weather:  Sunny, 30 - 60 
 
Work in Progress:  Gorham Sand & Gravel: Excavation and subgrade preparation for proposed retaining 
wall/sidewalk ramp at building entrance.     
 
Work Performed by SWCE Rep.:  Made general observations of excavation, subgrade conditions and 
preparations for footings.          
 
General Observations, Discussions, Etc:  As scheduled by Gorham Sand & Gravel (GS&G), we made a site 
visit to observe the excavation and subgrade at the ramped entrance walkway.  In accordance with our typical 
recommendations, the excavation was performed with a smooth edged bucket to help minimize soil 
disturbance.  Soils encountered at subgrade consisted of stiff brown silty clay with pocket penetrometer 
strengths of about 8 to 9-ksf; no free water was observed at subgrade elevation.  The excavation was made 
about 6-inches below proposed bottom of footing to allow for a working mat of compacted ¾-inch crushed 
stone overlying woven geotextile fabric (Mirafi 600x).  We understand that the bottom of the prepared 
excavation was made to about elevation 43.0 for the first 20-feet south off the building corner at D, 4 and then 
dropped in 1-foot increments to about elevation 40.0 where it ties into the existing sidewalk section.  These 
footing grades appear to be per the available sheet S1.01 but differ from notes on an October revision to sheet 
A3.04; we discussed the perceived discrepancy with Pizzagalli (Ed) and understand that they will follow up as 
needed.  At the time of this site visit, the work previously noted as pending on 1-line where the water line 
needed to be relocated appears to have been completed.  No observations were made in this area, but we 
understand from GS&G (Mark) that underlying  the water lines stiff silty clay was encountered and that once 
the fire service was capped outside the foundation and the domestic service was stubbed up within the building 
that the excavation was backfilled with crushed stone and lifts of compacted structural fill.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Site:  8:45am – 11:45am       SWC Rep.:  K. Gimpel 
Attachments:  Photos       Rev. by:  B. Chaput 
Sheet:  1 of 1 
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GRAY, ME OFFICE 
286 Portland Road, Gray, ME 04039, Tel (207) 657-2866, Fax (207) 657-2840, (E) infogray@swcole.com, (I) www.swcole.com  
 
The SWCE field representative is on-site at the request of our client to provide construction materials testing and to observe and 
document construction activities.  The contractor has sole responsibility for schedule, site safety, methods, completeness and quality of 
the work. 
 

CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION REPORT 
 
Project:  TD Bank Building Portland, Maine     SWCE Project No.:  08-0395.2 
Client:  Pizzagalli Construction Company       Date: 11-12-10 
Client’s Rep.:  Ed Hume Weather:  Sunny, 30 - 60 
 
Work in Progress:  Gorham Sand & Gravel: Excavation and preparation for building footing and general 
foundation backfill and compaction.     
 
Work Performed by SWCE Rep.:  Made general observations of excavation, subgrade conditions and 
preparations for footings.          
 
General Observations, Discussions, Etc:  As scheduled by Pizzagalli, we made a site visit to perform in-situ 
density tests on compacted structural fill material being used for foundation backfill.  At the time of our visit, the 
crushed stone and fabric wrapped foundation drain was being installed along the exterior of the footing and 
Gorham Sand and Gravel (GS&G) had graded and compacted an initial 12-inch lift of backfill material along  
about three quarters of the building interior.  Compaction effort was supplied by a 800-pound forward/reverse 
vibratory plate compactor and density tests performed indicated that material was compacted to a minimum of 
95-percent of a 133.0-pcf proctor value (see separate field density report for test results).  While on site, Mark 
(GS&G) requested that we make subgrade observations for the last section of the building footing that had 
been pending final preparations while construction traffic was still accessing the building interior.  The area 
observed was located roughly between column lines A, 1 and A, 2.  As has been standard practice, the 
excavation was performed with a smooth edged bucket to help minimize soil disturbance.  Subgrade soils 
observed consisted of native undisturbed stiff brown silty clay near A, 1 that transitioned to native grayish silt 
and sand where the footing steps up and ended with compacted structural fill (part of the previously performed 
over-excavation and replacement where unsuitable soils were observed) at A, 2.  The footing area was 
prepared with 6-inches of ¾-inch crushed stone overlying woven geotextile fabric.  Subgrade conditions and 
footing preparation observed remain consistent with our general expectations and typical recommendations.  
Also while on site we discussed with Pizzagalli (Ed) the perceived potential to pond groundwater around the 
ramped entrance footings.  The ramped area footings are 3-feet lower than the main building footings; sidewall 
soils consist of stiff brown silty clay and we are not aware of any provisions for drainage in this area.  We 
understand that Pizzagalli will submit an RFI to the civil engineer to clarify if any drainage should be added.    
 
 
On Site:  8:00am – 9:15am       SWC Rep.:  K. Gimpel 
Attachments:  Photos       Rev. by:  B. Chaput 
Sheet:  1 of 1 
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