Sec. 14-525. Final site plan.  (excerpt from this section of the code)
(e) Approved plan prerequisite to issuance of permits. No building permit, certificate of occupancy or street opening permit shall be issued until a final site plan, or applicable components thereof, has been approved under this article and a copy of the approved site plan is filed in the office of the building authority and such permit is determined to be consistent with the plan and any conditions of approval. In the event of any inconsistency between the approved site plan and any permit issued, the approved site plan shall control; provided, however, site plan approval shall not excuse failure to meet any independent requirement of any other law or ordinance. 

(f) Expiration of approval. A site plan approved under this article shall expire twelve (12) months from the date of approval unless: 

1. significant construction has been undertaken and building is ongoing. Any lapse in construction for a period in excess of twelve (12) months shall result in an expiration of the site plan; or 

2. (a) For industrial, office and retail developments: prior to the expiration of the site plan, such other time period is agreed upon, in writing, by the planning authority and the applicant, not to exceed three (3) years from the date of approval; 

(b) For all other development: prior to the expiration of the site plan, such other time period is agreed upon, in writing, by the planning authority and the applicant, not to exceed two (2)years from the date of approval; 

Provided that such extensions may not be granted if changes to the City’s zoning ordinance would render the City of Portland Land Use Code of Ordinances Chapter 14 Sec. 14-525 14-648 

Rev.5-4-07 development nonconforming in any respect or if changes in the subdivision or site plan ordinance or the Technical and Design Standards and Guidelines would otherwise significantly impact the approved site plan as determined by the Director of Planning and Urban Development. 

Where the approval or any related land use approval granted to the same applicant by any agency of the city with respect to the same development is appealed to any court by an opponent of the development, the applicant shall be granted further extensions, beyond the expiration of said period, where the applicant has exercised due diligence with respect to defending such appeal, which extensions shall not last beyond one (1) year from entry of final judgment. 
(g) Amendments to approved plans for development. If at any time before or during development the applicant requests minor amendments to an approved plan for major development, the planning authority may approve such minor amendments under the procedures for minor development, provided that they do not amount to a waiver or substantial alteration of the site plan, do not change the developer, and do not affect any condition or requirement of the Planning Board. The applicant shall supply a written statement of the proposed amendment(s) and proposed amended plans to the planning authority, whose decision as to whether the amendment is minor shall be final.
