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Form #P 04 DISPLAY THIS CARD ON PRINCIPAL FRONTAGE OF WORK 

TION 

pting this permit shall comply with all 
nces of the City of Portland regulating 

tures, and of the application on file in 

A certificate of occupancy must be 
procured by owner before this build­
ing or part thereof is occupied. 

PENALTY FOR REMOVINGTHIS CAR 

Please Read
 
Application And
 

Notes, If Any,
 
Attached
 

This is to certify that True Karen A Iself 

has permission to _--==o..::.-:::c::....=..:::..::.....:..-===-=-.:=~ 

AT ..L.L...!~..ld...bL..!o.!..L.- _ 

provided that the person or persons, 
of the provisions of the Statutes of 
the construction, maintenance and 
this department. 

PERMIT ISSUED 
Permi Num er: 070797 

AUG 8 2007 

Apply to Public Works for street line 
. and grade if nature of work requires 
such information. 

Department Name 



City of Portland, Maine - Building or Use Permit Application 
389 Congress Street, 04101 Tel: (207) 874-8703, Fax: (207) 874-8716 

Permit No: 

07-0797 

Issue Date: CBL: 

189 A002001 

Location of Construction: 

14 Sewall St 

Owner Name: 

True Karen A 

Owner Address: 

14 Sewall St 

Phone: 

207-775-0282 

Business Name: Contractor Name: 

self 

Contractor Address: 

Portland 

Phone 

Lessee/Buyer's Name Phone: 

I I 
Zone: 

S-;l 
Permit Type: 

Change of Use - Dwellings 

Past Use: 

Single Family 

Proposed Use: 

Change of Use 1Single family 
residence to office building. 

Permit Fee: I Cost of Work: ICEO District: 

$105.00 $0.00 3 I 
FIRE DEPT: ~pproved INSPECTION: 

D 
. Use Group: 13 

Denied 
Type: '!fi8 

PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITIES DISTRICT (P.A~~ -. ") 

Action: D Approved D Approved w/Cond~Denied 

Signature: Date: 

Proposed Project Description: 

Change of Use 1Single family residence to office building. 

Permit Taken By: 

gg I 
Date Applied For: 

07/0212007 
Zoning Approval 

1. This permit application does not preclude the Special Zone or Reviews Zoning Appeal Historic Preservation 

2. Building permits do not include plumbing, 

Applicant(s) from meeting applicable State and 
Federal Rules. 

D Shoreland j..
vO\J:\"o! 
\ l·n. ,\"1

[] Wetland O\~~ 

0Variance . 
fY' ~ ,\ \o.l.S\ l<­

D Miscellaneous 

oNot in District or Landmark 

D Does Not Require Review 

septic or electrical work. 

3. Building permits are void if work is not started 
within six (6) months of the date of issuance. 
False information may invalidate a building 
permit and stop all work.. 

~,,,, 

D Flood Zone 

D Subdivision 

D Site Plan 

Maj D Minor D MM D 

D Conditional Use 

D Interpretation 

ri Approved 

4-0 ,." ... \O'} 
D Denied 

D Requires Review 

D Approved 

D Approved w/Conditions 

D Denied 

~ 
Date: 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I am the owner of record of the named property, or that the proposed work is authorized by the owner of record and that 
I have been authorized by the owner to make this application as his authorized agent and I agree to conform to all applicable laws of this 
Jurisdiction. In addition, if a permit for work described in the application is issued, I certify that the code official's authorized representative 
shall have the authority to enter all areas covered by such pemlit at any reasonable hour to enforce the provision ofthe code(s) applicable to 
such permit. 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT ADDRESS DATE PHONE 

RESPONSIBLE PERSON IN CHARGE OF WORK, TITLE DATE PHONE 



-- - ---- -------- - ----- - ------- -- --------- -- -------- --- -- ------

II 

City of Portland, Maine - Building or Use Permit 
389 Congress Street, 04101 Tel: (207) 874-8703, Fax: (207) 874-8716 

Owner Name:
 

14 Sewall St
 

Location of Construction: 

True Karen A 

Business Name: Contractor Name: 

self 

Lessee/Buyer's Name Phone: 

I 
Proposed Use:
 

Change of Use / Single family residence to office building.
 

I 

I Dept:
 

Note:
 

Dept:
 

Note:
 

Permit No:
 Date Applied For:
 CBL: 

07-0797 07/0212007 189 A002001 

Owner Address:
 Phone:
 

14 Sewall St
 207-775-0282 
Contractor Address: Phone 

Portland 
Permit Type: 

Change of Use - Dwellings 

Proposed Project Description:
 

Change of Use / Single family residence to office building.
 

Zomng Status: Approved Reviewer: Ann Machado Approval Date: 07/30/2007 

07/03/07 Lot does not meet minimum lot size for non residential use. See letter dated 7/3/07. Ok to Issue: ~ 
Practical Difficulty Variance was approved 7/19/07. 

Building Status: Approved with Conditions Reviewer: Tammy Munson Approval Date: 08/08/2007 

Ok to Issue: ~ 

1)	 Separate permits are required for any electrical, plumbing, or BVAC systems.
 
Separate plans may need to be submitted for approval as a part of this process.
 

2)	 This is a Change of Use ONLY permit. It does NOT authorize any construction activities. 

Dept: Fire Status: Approved with Conditions Reviewer: Capt Greg Cass Approval Date: 08/0112007 

Note: Ok to Issue: ~ 

1) emergancy lighting, exit signs, and fire extinguishers required in business occupancies. 

Comments:
 

7/312007-amachado: See letter dated 7/3/07. Does not meet minimum lot size for non residential use. Applicate will file a practical
 
difficulty appeal for variance on lot size.
 

712012007-gg: Practical Difficulty Variance was approved on 7/19/07. 

7/3012007-amachado: Received Certificate of Variance Approval from Gayle. 



If~a~~~wu~pre~wu~~_~~~~~~~~~~~~~_~~~~~~_~~~n ~~ ~ 
Proposed Specific use: ~ IVO.OU 
Is property part of a subdivision? n Q 

Project description: CCttillfAf S,~~& ' -Iv c/ltaPtt~. (".eS}c:tut.~
 

bw(4 fO't {1M~ fJlM1fll~ Pt7:l C-!lCf.. ~
 

Contractor's name, address & telephone: ~ ~ ----;> l~ljl 
Who should we contact when the permit is ready: /(.JjJrM1 TY?<..£ 
Mailing address: Phone: 207 77 S=02.K DE:P 7: OF ! ,'r,/,,'(,((JI tV 

CITY OF- f'U li/'IjD 1\/£It-{ SwvMt Jr
 
(1151f1~ )AL f1\1107­ JUL 2 2007 

Please submit all of the information outlined in the COlnmercial Application Che klist. 

Failure to do so will result in the automatic denial of your permit. f~L:;C-IT\;IED 

Location/Address of Construction: I L.j 
Total Square Footage of Proposed Structure 

/000 S f+ 
Tax Assessor's Chart, Block & L t 
Chart# Block# Lot# 

/f(; 4- 002 001 
Lessee/Buyer's Name (If Applicable) 

Current legal use (i.e. single family) 

Square Footage of Lot 

1~O() fr-. 
Telephone:Owner: 

20777$OZf:Z 
Cost Of 
Work: $ 

Fee: $ _ 

C of 0 Fee: $ 

Applicant name, address & telephone: 

~ 

In order to be sure the City fully understands the full scope of the project, the Planning and Development epartment may 
request additional information prior to the issuance of a permit. For further information visit us on-line at 
www.portlancimaine.gov, stop by the Building Inspections office, room 315 City Hall or call 874-8703. 

I hereby certify that I am the Owner of record of the named property, or that the owner of record authorizes the proposed work and that I have 
been authorized by the owner to make this application as his/her authorized agent. I agree to conform to all applicable laws of this jurisdiction. 
In addition, if a permit for work described in this application is issued, I certify that the Code Official's authorized representative shall have the 
authority to enter all areas covered by this permit at any reasonable hour to enforce the provisions of the codes applicable to this permit. 

Signature of applicant: lLeuuM a d= [ Date: 

This is not a permit; you may not commence ANY work until the pennit is issued. 



CITY OF PORTLAND 

CERTIFICATE OF VARIANCE APPROVAL 

I, David Dore, the duly appointed Chair of the Board of Appeals for the City of Portland, Cumberland County and State of 
Maine, hereby certify that on the 19th day of July, 2007, the following variance was granted pursuant to the provisions of 
30-A M.R.S.A. Section 4353(5) and the City of Portland 's Code of Ordinances. 

1. Current Property Owner: 

2.	 Property: 14 Sewall Street, Portland, ME CBL: 189-A-002
 
Cumberland County Registry ofDeeds, Book 24075, Page 269
 
Last recorded deed in chain of Title: June 16,2006
 

3.	 Variance and Conditions of Variance: 
To grant relief from section 14-185(a)(2) of the Zoning Ordinance to allow a 4,500 square foot lot 
instead of the required 10,000 square foot lot for a change of use from a single family to a business 
use. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand and seal this 2--; 
tA 
~aYOf20/4JUI,Y 

~?r- ,Chair of 
CIty ofPortland Zoning Board, David Dore 

(Printed or Typed Name) 

STATE OF MAINE 
Cumberland, ss. 

Then personally appeared the above-named David Dore and acknowledged the above certificate to be his free act apd 
deed in his capacity as Chairman of the Portland Board of Appeals, with his signature witnessed on J"J-j z,~!:4 2007 

.	 Mro~~«v~
 
(Printe~·or"·Typed'Name).. t,' -"" 

~-f~r,,:.	 e--fptNs M~gk~~::.uU~~~~ ...Q

j""~ VC/j -z...O r2,- .. ,.,_. """ \~ :.<j 
PURSUANT TO 30-A M.R.S.A. SECTION 4353(5), THIS CERTIFICATE MUST BE RECORDED BY THE PROPERTy,-:OWNER. ..·.·· 
IN THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS WITHIN 90 DAYS FROM FINAL WRITTEN APPROVALOFOR.'~';',' 
THE VARIANCE TO BE VALID. FURTHERMORE, Tr-nS VARIANCE IS SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 14-474 OF THE CITY OF PORTLAND'S CODE OF ORDINANCES. 

389 Congress St Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 874-8730 FAX 874-8949 TTY 874-8936 



S/rengthenincf!, t7 RerlUlrktlble Cit)!, Building it ComJJllllli/))or Lzfe • II'U'II,.portldlldm.:tillf'./!,OL' 

Lee Urban- Director ofPlanning alld Development 
Marge Schmuckal, Zoning Administrator ( '~Ie} 

,~'W Off1\c.e-'~ ~ t'-~ 
July 3, 2007 

Karen True
 
Wintergreen Financial Group
 
14 Sewall Street
 
Portland, ME 04102
 

RE: 14 Sewall Street - 189 A002 - B2 - Change of Use - permit #07-0797 

Dear Ms. True, 

I am in receipt of your application to change the use of your property at 14 Sewall Street 
from a single-family home to an office. Your property is located in the B-2 zone, and an 
office is a permitted use in this zone. There are other requirements of the zone that must 
be met though. The ordinance in section 14-185(a)(2) states that the minimum lot size is 
10,000 square feet for non-residential uses in the B-2 zone. Your lot is 4500 square feet. 
Since your lot does not meet the minimum lot size requirement, I must deny your 
application to change the use of the property to an office. 

It is my understanding that you would like to appeal this decision. You have thirty days 
from the date of this letter in which to appeal. If you should fail to do so, my decision is 
binding and not subject to appeal. If you choose not to file an appeal, you are entitled to 
get most of your money back if you bring in the original receipt you got when you 
applied for the permit. 

Please feel free to call me at 874-8709 if you have any questions. 

U:~~~ 
Ann B. Machado
 
Zoning Specialist
 
(207) 874-8709 

Room 315 - 389 Congress Street - Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 874-8695 - FAX:(207) 874-8716 - TTY:(207) 874-3936 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

"Practical Difficulty" Variance Appeal. 

DECISION 

Date ofpublic hearing: 

Name and address of applicant: 

ILArl-e1'J ~E.
 
Pi ~eWALl- co'·
 COpy

Location of property under appeal: 

For the Record: 

Names and addresses of witnesses (proponents, opponents and others): 

K~eeN -nz.LA e 
14 vew~L-L <b"T r 

Exhibits admitted (e.g. renderings, reports, etc.): 

,,\J/Dtrl-\A~ A~~,\t:>I\1 

• ~A~\'\\JE; A-~~e~ -r-o \JAQ-\ ~Nc..E. e.cN't)t\\b~~ 

• L..~1t'el2- ~Vl.Otv\ PrP'PlAcA-NT 

• 'PL.O\ 'Pl..A- tJ
 
" 'B u \LO \N '-\ ~~~Q..\
 

, ASS~~ ?\...A N
 

• Pufl.CM-..ta&e ~ CS>A-L6 A,-\~EMe~T 

• WA'f!-~N\'1 ~
 

" 4- ~~~t>(,~AP~ .
 



Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: 

"Practical Difficulty" Variance standard pursuant to Portland City Code §14­

473(c)(3):
 

1. The application is for a variance from dimensional standards of the zoning 
ordinance (lot area, lot coverage, frontage, or setback requirements). 

Satisfied ./ (4,O}ot Satisfied __ 

Reason: • Va..v-; ~~ 10,000 ,f?.+" ~~ 

A-.Lcr~· 

2. Strict application of the provisions of the ordinance would create a practical 
difficulty, meaning it would both preclude a use of the property which is permitted in the 
zone in which it is located and also would result in significant economic injllry to the 
applicant. "Significant economic injury" means the value of the property if the variance 
were denied would be substantially lower than its value if the variance were granted. To 
satisfy this standard, the applicant need not prove that denial of the variance would mean 
the practical loss of all beneficial use of the land. 

Satisfied ~ {4-D}ot Satisfied __ 

1. "_I , .. 0 
Reason: _ et ~ M- iw. ~. -, /t.W'1 ~ OV' 

UA-.e. ~ol V~. 

3. The need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property and 
not to the general conditions in the neighborhood. 

Satisfied V Not Satisfied 

Reason: (+-0) 

2
 



4. The granting of the variance will not produce an undesirable change in the 
character of the neighborhood and will not have an unreasonably detrimental effect on 
either the use or fair market value of abutting properties. 

Satisfied / Not Satisfied 
(4-0) 

Reason: 

• ~~h~eP M V.lM1. ~oJ
 
cJA..Lo..~ . 0
 

5. The practical difficulty is not the result of action taken by the applicant or a 
pnor owner. 

Not Satisfied Satisfied~ 
Reason: (4-D) 

.. At ~ M ~~~ YI-o tf(C-~tpIi~. 
• ~~ r:L ~ JIlIt 0..# JLIl. +hod­
Ol.f'f~·ca...rct~ ~ P~~.<...uJAr;L-~ 

6. No other feasible alternative is available to the applicant, except a variance. 

Satisfied V 
./ 

Not Satisfied 

(+~6' 
Reason: "J 

7. The granting of a variance will not have an unreasonably adverse effect on the 
natural environment. 

Satisfied / Not Satisfied
 

Reason:
 

3
 



8. The property is not located, in whole or in part, within a shoreland area, as
 
defined in 38 M.R.S.A. § 435, nor within a shoreland zone or flood hazard zone.
 

Satisfied v~ Not Satisfieda:-O 
Reason: 

Conclusion: (check one) 

/ (4--lJ' 
~ Option I: ~he Board finds that the standards described above (1 through 8) 

have been satisfied and therefore GRANTS the application. 

_ Option 2: The Board finds that while the standards described above (I 
through 8) have been satisfied, certain additional conditions must be imposed to 
minimize adverse effects on other property in the neighborhood, and therefore GRANTS 
the application SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

_ Option 3: The Board fmds that the standards described above (I through 8) 
have NOT all been satisfied and therefore DENIES the application. 

Dated: 

O:\OFFfCE\FORMS\variance appeal practical difficulty.doc 

4 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPEAL AGENDA 

The Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 19,2007 at 6:30 p.m. on the second floor, Room 
209, City Hall, 389 Congress Street, Portland, Maine to hear the following appeals: 

To: City Clerk
 
From: Marge Schmuckal, Zoning Administrator
 
Date: July 20, 2007
 
RE: Action taken by the Zoning Board of Appeals on July 19,2007.
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.
 

Roll call as follows:
 
Members Present: David Dore (for 1st appeal), Jill Hunter, Peter Coyne, Kate Knox (acting secretary) and Philip Saucier
 
(acting chair).
 
Members Absent: Peter Thornton and Gordan Smith.
 

1. Old Business: 
A. Practical Difficulty Variance Appeal: 
745 Forest Avenue, Stephen E. Mardigan, owner, Tax Map # 130 Block K Lot #001, in the B2 
Business Zone. The appellant is seeking a Practical Difficulty Variance Appeal under section 14­
185 (c) 2 of the City ofPortland Zoning Ordinance. Appellant is requesting a one foot (1') rear 
setback instead of the required ten foot (10') rear set back. Representing the appeal is Robert 
Greenlaw, surveyor of Back Bay Boundary, Inc. Continued from the meeting of June 21, 2007 
and July 19,2007 to the next available meeting (due to a lack of quorum). 

2. New Business: 
A. Conditional Use Appeal: 
58 Deering Run Drive, Ray and Michele Clayton, owners Tax Map #353 Block E Lot #005 in the 
R2 Residential Zone. The Appellant is seeking a Conditional Use Appeal under section 14-78 
(C) (3) of the City of Portland Zoning Ordinance. Appellant is requesting a Change of Use from 
a single family home to a daycare and preschool facility. Appellant is proposing a 24' x 15' 
attached addition for the capacity of six to twelve children. Representing the Appeal are the 
owners. Board voted 4-0 and granted the Conditional Use Appeal. 

B. Practical Difficulty Variance Appeal: 
14 Sewall Street, Karen True, owner Tax Map #189 Block A Lot #002 and 001 in the B2 
Con1munity Business Zone is seeking a Practical Difficulty Variance Appeal under section 14­
185 (a) (2) of the City of Portland Zoning Ordinance. Appellant is requesting a variance for the 
4,500 square foot lot which is less than 10,000 square foot lot size required for a change of use 
from single family home to an office use. Representing the Appeal is the owner. Board voted 
4-0 and granted the Practical Difficulty Appeal. 

C. Conditional Use Appeal: 
19-21 Lawn Avenue, Gretchen Grufman, owner, Tax Map #122 Block I Lot #003 in the R5 
Residential Zone. The appellant is seeking a Conditional Use Appeal under section 14-391 (f) of 



the City of Portland Zoning Ordinance. The Appellant has requested a pem1it to legalize one 
nonconfonning dwelling unit for a total of three (3) dwelling units within the building. During 
the pennit process zoning received two letters of objection; therefore the final approval for the 
legalization is given to the Zoning Appeals Board. Representing the appeal is the owner. Board 
voted 4-0 and granted the Conditional Use Appeal. 

D. Conditional Use Appeal: 
182 Ocean Avenue, Owen Pickus owner, Tax Map # 140 Block CLot #012 in the B1 
Neighborhood Business Zone. The Appellant is seeking a Conditional Use Appeal under section 
14-163 of the City ofPortland Zoning Ordinance. Appellant is requesting a change of use from a 
deli / ice crean1 shop to a bakery / restaurant and retail outlet. Representing the Appeal is the 
applicant Jim Amaral. Board voted 4-0 and granted the Conditional Use Appeal. 

3. Other Business: None 

4. Adjournment: 8:15pnl 

Enclosure: 
Agenda of July 19,2007 
Copy of Board's Decision 
CC: Joseph Gray, City Manager 
Alex Jaegennan, Planning Department 
Lee Urban, Planning & Development Director 
TJ Martzial, Housing & Neighborhood Services 



JFileNo. F35791181 page#131 

Building Sketch (Page - 1) 

Borrower/Client True Karen 
Prooertv Address 14 Sewall Street 
City Portland County Cumberland Siale ME Zio Code 04102-2604 
Lender Naw Federal Credit Union 
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AREA CALCULATIONS 

Code Description 

GLAl First Floor 

GLA2 Second Floor 

SUMMARY 
Size N9tTotal~ 

815.00 815.00 

416.00 416.00 

60' 

-0 

~ :: 
~ 

St 

5.0' 
8.0'
 

I CI
 
4.0' 

offi'u 
0(~ ,..: 

qtf >1 rrI 
4.0' 

0 

6.0' 

CI oH1ce.,,..: 0 
ai 

'- ­
3.0'
 fC­

0 q«S1 ~.O',..: 

7.0' 

Second Floor 

,0 6paCf-0 

LIVING AREA· BREAKDOWN 
Breakdown Subtotals 

First Floor 

1.0 x 10.0 

5.0 x 35.0 

21.0 x 30. a 
Second Floor 

9.0. x 14.0 

7.0 x 8.0 

6.0 x 11. a 
5.0 x 7.0 

5.0 x 19.0 

2.0 x 5.0 

4.0 x 7.0 

10.00 

175.00 

630.00 

126.00 

56.00 

66.00 

35.00 

95.00 

10.00 

28.00 

\13 \-:-55'(
 
~ :=. ~. ~r
 

~YSfl--{,LJ·
 

TOTAL LIVABLE (rounded) 1231 10 Calculations Total (rounded) 1231 

fW'c» g~J. - ') s\1 dlk,-­
O\:\-\l,L-Form SKlBldSkl- 'TOTAL for Windows" appraisal software by a la mode, inc. - l-BOO-ALAMODE 
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Property Search Detailed Results	 Page 1 of 1 

This page contains a detailed description of the Parcel ID you selected. Press 
the New Search button at the bottom of the screen to submit a new query. 

Current Owner Information 
Card Number 1	 of 1 

Parcel ID 189 A002001 

Location 14 SEWALL ST 

Land Use SINGLE FAMILY 

Owner Address	 TRUE KAREN A 
14 SEWALL ST 
PORTLAND ME 04102 

Book/Page	 24075/269 

Legal	 189-A-2 
SEWALL ST 14 -16 
4500 SF 

Current Assessed Valuation 
Land	 Building Total 

$53,100 $114,300 $167,400 

Property Information 
Year Built Style Story Height Sq. Ft. Total Acres 

1924 Bungalow	 1 1236 0.103 

Bedrooms Full Baths Half Baths Total Rooms Attic Basement 
3 2	 6 Full Fin. /wh Full 

Outbuildings 
Type Quantity Year Built Size Grade Condition 

Sales Information 
Date Type	 Price Book/Page 

06/16/2006 LAND + BLDING	 $237,000 24075-269 

Picture and Sketch 

Cli~kJJ~[~ to view Tax Roll Information.
 
Any information concerning tax payments should be directed to the Treasury office at 874-8490 or _~:::
 

m.ail~d.
 

N&w Searchf ) 

http://www.portlandassessors.com/searchdetail.asp?Acct=189 A00200 1&Card=1 7/3/2007 


