INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS

ARTICLE 1:
DEFINITIONS

1.1
The proposed Contract Documents consist of the form of Agreement between the Owner and Contractor, Conditions of the Contract (General, Supplementary), Drawings, Project Manual, Specifications and all Addenda issued prior to the execution of the Contract.

ARTICLE 2:
BIDDER'S REPRESENTATIONS

2.1
The Bidder has read and understands the Bidding Documents or contract documents, to the extent that such documentation relates to the Work for which the Bid is submitted.

2.2
The Bidder has visited the site, become familiar with local conditions under which the Work is to be performed and has correlated the Bidder's personal observations with the requirements of the proposed Contract Documents. The bidder has made every attempt to ascertain the model and manufacturer of existing items which have proposed products specified to "match existing."

ARTICLE 3:
BIDDING DOCUMENTS

3.1
Bidders will be given one complete set of drawings and specifications.

3.2
The materials, products and equipment described in the Bidding Documents establish a standard of required function, dimension, appearance and quality to be met by any proposed substitution.

3.3
Addenda will be sent to all who are known by the issuing office to have received a complete set of Bidding Documents.

ARTICLE 4: BIDDING PROCEDURES

4.1
Bids shall be lump sum but shall show the separate amounts carried for each of the CSI Divisions, with a breakdown of the Divisions, as listed in the Project Manual Table of Contents.  Provide amounts for indicated alternates and unit prices.  Bidder shall provide names of major subcontractors and their bids; as a minimum specifically for the following trades: Fire Protection, Plumbing; Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning; and Electrical. Listing of subcontractors shall be confidential information and will not be made public knowledge.

4.2
Construction period to be 180 days.

4.3
Bids shall be delivered or sent to arrive at the office of Ms. Kathryn Callnan, President and CEO, The Cedars, Cedars Nursing Care Center, 630 Ocean Avenue, Portland, ME 04103, in a sealed envelope no later than 2:00 PM on a date to be determined.

4.4
Addenda and Interpretations:

No interpretation of the meaning of the drawings, specifications or other contract documents will be made to any bidder orally. Every request for such interpretation shall be in writing and be addressed to the Architect. Fax Memos as a means of communication are acceptable.

To be given consideration, a request must be received at least five (5) days prior to the date fixed for the delivery of bids. Any and all such interpretations and any supplemental instructions will be in the form of written addenda, which, if issued, will be forwarded by Fax to all prospective bidders not later than three (3) days prior to the date fixed for the delivery of bids. Failure of any bidder to receive any such addendum or interpretation shall not relieve bidder from any obligation under his bid as submitted. All Addenda so issued shall become part of the contract documents. 

4.5
Examination of Site and Contract Documents:

Should the bidder find during examination of contract documents, drawings and specifications, or after visit to the site, any discrepancies, omission, ambiguities or conflicts in or among the Contract Documents or be in doubt as to their meaning, he shall so notify the Architect and request interpretation.

ARTICLE 5:
CONSIDERATION OF BIDS

5.1
The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any informalities in the bidding. The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all subcontractors.

The Owner reserves the right to accept or reject 
any or all of the listed alternates at any time prior to the execution of a formal contract. Base bid does not include any alternates.

5.2
The Owner shall have the right to waive informalities or irregularities in a Bid received and to accept the Bid which, in the Owner's judgment, is in the Owner's own best interests.

ARTICLE 6:
FORM OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AGREEMENT

6.1
The selected Contractor will enter into a commitment with Cedars Nursing Care Center, Inc. (CNCC), the Owner, to deliver the project within the confines of a standard Owner – Contractor Agreement.

6.2
If a contract is awarded, CNCC intends to enter into an agreement similar to AIA Standard Form of Agreement between Owner and Contractor where the Basis of Payment is a Stipulated Sum, "AIA Document A101 – 1997 Edition" together with such modifications as Owner may deem necessary or desirable.
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