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SECTION 02920 - LAWNS AND GRASSES 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

SUMMARY 

This Section includes seeding. 

DEFINITIONS 

Finish Grade:  Elevation of finished surface of planting soil. 

Manufactured Soil:  Soil produced off-site by homogeneously blending mineral soils or sand with stabilized 
organic soil amendments to produce topsoil or planting soil. 

Planting Soil:  Native or imported topsoil, manufactured topsoil, or surface soil modified to become topsoil; 
mixed with soil amendments. 

Subgrade:  Surface or elevation of subsoil remaining after completing excavation, or top surface of a fill or 
backfill immediately beneath planting soil. 

LAWN MAINTENANCE 

Begin maintenance immediately after each area is planted and continue until acceptable lawn is established, 
but for not less than the following periods: 

Seeded Lawns:  Three cuttings. 

Mow lawn as soon as top growth is tall enough to cut.  Remove no more than 40 percent of grass-leaf growth 
in initial or subsequent mowings. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

SEED 

Seed Species:  State-certified seed of grass species, as follows: 

Full Sun:  Park Mix. 

PLANTING MATERIALS 
 
Topsoil Source:  Amend existing in-place surface soil to produce topsoil.  Verify suitability of surface soil 
to produce topsoil.  Surface soil may be supplemented with imported or manufactured topsoil from off-
site sources. 

Inorganic Soil Amendments: 
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Lime:  ASTM C 602, Class T or O, agricultural limestone containing a minimum 80 percent calcium 
carbonate equivalent. 

Organic Soil Amendments 

Fertilizer: 
 
Commercial Fertilizer:  Commercial-grade complete fertilizer of neutral character, consisting of fast- 
and slow-release nitrogen, 50 percent derived from natural organic sources of urea formaldehyde, 
phosphorous, and potassium in the following composition: 

Composition:  1 lb/1000 sq. ft. (0.45 kg/92.9 sq. m) of actual nitrogen, 4 percent phosphorous, 
and 2 percent potassium, by weight. 

Mulches: 

Straw Mulch:  Provide air-dry, clean, mildew- and seed-free, salt hay or threshed straw of wheat, rye, 
oats, or barley. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

LAWN PREPARATION 

Newly Graded Subgrades:  Loosen subgrade to a minimum depth of 4 inches (100 mm).  Remove stones larger 
than 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous matter and legally 
dispose of them off Owner's property. 

Finish Grading:  Grade planting areas to a smooth, uniform surface plane with loose, uniformly fine texture.  
Grade to within plus or minus 1/2 inch (13 mm) of finish elevation.  Roll and rake, remove ridges, and fill 
depressions to meet finish grades.  Limit fine grading to areas that can be planted in the immediate future. 

Moisten prepared lawn areas before planting if soil is dry.  Water thoroughly and allow surface to dry before 
planting.  Do not create muddy soil. 

Restore areas if eroded or otherwise disturbed after finish grading and before planting. 

SEEDING 

Sow seed at the rate of 3 to 4 lb/1000 sq. ft. (1.4 to 1.8 kg/92.9 sq. m.) 

Rake seed lightly into top 1/8 inch (3 mm) of topsoil, roll lightly, and water with fine spray. 

Protect seeded areas with slopes not exceeding 1:6 by spreading straw mulch.  Spread uniformly at a 
minimum rate of 2 tons/acre (42 kg/92.9 sq. m) to form a continuous blanket 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) in loose 
depth over seeded areas.  Spread by hand, blower, or other suitable equipment. 

SATISFACTORY LAWNS 
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Satisfactory Seeded Lawn:  At end of maintenance period, a healthy, uniform, close stand of grass has been 
established, free of weeds and surface irregularities, with coverage exceeding 90 percent over any 10 sq. ft. 
(0.92 sq. m) and bare spots not exceeding 5 by 5 inches (125 by 125 mm)]. 

Reestablish lawns that do not comply with requirements and continue maintenance until lawns are 
satisfactory. 

END OF SECTION 02920 


