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C ity o f Portland Land U se, C ode o f O rdinances C hapter 14


Sec. 14-391. N onconform ity as to num ber of dw ellioe upits.


(a) Purpose. The purpose of this provision is to establish a process w hereby certain dw ellings w hich contain

m ore dw elling units than the num ber perm itted by the applicable provisions of the Land U se C ode m ay be

recognized as legal, nonconform ing uses. This provision shall not apply to room ing units.

(b) A pproval by Zoning A dm inistrator.

1. A pplication. A pplication for validation of such non- conform ing dw elling units shall be on a form 


provided by the D ivision of H ousing and N eighborhood Services, Inspection Services O ffice. The

application fee w ill be $300.00 for each dw elling unit w hich is the subject of the application, and w ill be

accom panied by: (i) a plan, draw n to scale, w hich show s the location of the building(s) on the lot,


parking, easem ents, dum psters, fencing, public w ays and any other significant feature and (ii) a floor plan

for each unit in the dw elling, w hether or not it is the subject of the application.

(c) Eligibility. In order for a nonconform ing dw elling unit to be validated by adm inistrative action of the

Zoning A dm inistrator as authorized herein, the Zoning A dm inistrator m ust find, based on com petent evidence,

supported by public records, that:


1. The nonconform ing dw elling units w ere either in existence A pril 1, 1995, or the structure in w hich they

are located w as originally designed to accom m odate m ore than the num ber of such units presently in


use.


2. The applicant neither constructed nor established the non-conform ing dw elling units.

3. The nonconform ing dw elling units com ply w ith or can be m ade to com ply w ith current standards of the

N ational Fire Protection A ssociation Life Safety C ode (§16-1) and the N ational Fire Protection

A ssociation 1: Fire Prevention C ode (§ 10-16), as am ended.

4. Each of the nonconform ing dw elling units com plies w ith provisions of the C ity's H ousing C ode or can

be m ade to conform  w ith, as am ended, including, but not lim ited to, the requirem ents of §6-110,


M inim um  Standards for Space and O ccupancy and §6-111, M inim um  Plum bing Standards, and §6-112

M inim um  V entilation Standards.

5. The structure containing the nonconform ing dw elling units is located in the R -3, R -4, R -5, R -6 or R -7


Zones; or the B -1, B-1 (b), B -2, B -2(b) or B-3 Zones.
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