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Steven Little
PO Box 78
Cliff Island, ME 04109

SUBJECT: Approval, Replacement System Variance Request, Little property, Cliff Island

Dear Mr. Little;

The Division has reviewed a replacement systeim variance request for the subject property. The state variance requested is to
install the system with a setback distance reduction from a public water supply well to the disposal field of 270 feet, a
setback distance reduction from your well to the disposal field of 30 feet, a setback distance reduction from a neighbor’s well
to the disposal field of 69 feet and to the septic tank of 60 feet, a setback distance reduction from a major watercourse to the
disposal field of 55 feet and to the septic tank of 60 feet, a setback distance reduction from a full basement to the disposal
field of 10 feet and to the septic tank of 5 feet, and a fill extension grade to 3:1 as needed. As we understand the situation,
the variance request has been submitted because topography and existing development limit the potential system location.
The system design prepared by John Toothaker, SE, dated 09/05/2003 and revised 10/28/2005 is otherwise found to be in
compliance with the Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules. Please note, because your well is to be located so close
to your septic system, the Department highly recommends that you get your well water tested at least once per quarter for

any possible signs of contamination.
We approve the requested variance with the following requirements:

1. A permit for system installation is to be obtained from the Local Plumbing Inspector in advance of the start of system
construction. .

2. The system is to be installed in accordance with the submitted and approved system design. Should alterations to the
design be required at the time of construction, the site evaluator is to be notified prior to making any changes.

3. The contractor is to scarify the soils under the fill extensions to create a transitional zone more compatible with the
disposal field area.

4. The septic tank to be installed shall either be monolithic or tested in the plumbing inspector’s presence and shown to be
watertight.

5. Alluse of the overboard discharge must cease and all plumbing must be connected to the new septic system.

By accepting this approval and the associated plumbing permit, the owner agrees to comply fully with the conditions of
approval and the Subsurface Wastewater Rules. »

Because installation and owner maintenance has a significant effect on the working order of onsite sewage disposal systems,
including their components, the Division makes no representation or guarantee as to the efficiency and/or operation of the

system.

Should you or others have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (207) 287-5687.

Sincerely,

- N

Jennifer E. Sanborn, Environmental Specialist IT
Wastewater and Plumbing Control Program
Division of Health Engineering

e-mail: Jennifer.E.Sanborn@maine.gov

fjes
XC: File
Mike Nugent, LPI
John Toothaker, SE Subsurface Wastewater Program

Phone: (207) 287-5672 Fax: (207) 287-3165
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Replacement System Variance Request

. LIMIT OF LPI'S VARIANCE
* VARIANCE CATEGORY APPROVAL AUTHORITY REQUESTED TO:
SOILS
‘Soit Profile Ground Water Table to 7" inches
Soil Condition Restrictive Layer to 7" inches
from HHE-200 Bedrock to 12" inches
SETBACK DISTANCES (in feet) Disposal Fields Septic Tanks Disposal | Septic
(total design flow) (total design flow) Fields Tanks
Less than 1000 to Over 2000 | Less than | 1000 to Over
From 1000 gpd 2000 gpd gpd 1000 gpd | 2000 gpd 2000 gpd . To To
Wells with water usage of 2000 or 300 ft 300 ft 300 ft 100 ft 100 ft 100 ft
more gpd or public water supply ‘ 0'2 ?O‘
wells
Owner's wells 100 down | 200 down 300 down | 100 down 100 down | 100 down ni
. to 60 ft [a] | to 100 ft to 150 ft to 50 ft [b] to 50 ft to 50 ft Zc] [l’
Neighbor's wells 100 down 200 down 300 down | 100 down 100 down 100 down ! |
' : to 60 ft [f] to 120t [f] | to 180 ft[f] | to 50 ft [f] to 75 ft [f] to 75 ft [f] [?9 @D
Water supply line 10 ft 201t 25 ft [h] 10 ft 10 ft 10 ft[h]
Water course, major - for 100 down 200 down 300 down 100 down 100 down 100 down
replacements only, see Table 400.4 to60ft[d] | to 120 ft [d) to 180 ft to 50 ft [b) to 50 ft to 50 ft 55 'é" é D'
for major expansions {d} )
Water course, minor 50 down 100 down _| 150 down 50 down 50 down to 50 down ’
: to 25 ft [e] to 50 ft [e] to75ft[e] | to 25 ft[e] 25 ft [e] to 25 ft [e]
Drainage ditches 25 down 50 down to 75 down 25.down 25downto | 25down
to 12 25 ft to 35 ft to 12 ft 12 ft to 12 ft
Edge of fill extension -- Coastal ' '
wetlands, special freshwater 25 ft [e] 25 ft [e} 25 ft [e] 251t [e] 25 ft [e] 25 ft [e]
wetlands, great ponds, rivers,
streams
Slopes greater than 3:1 10 ft [g] 18 ft [g] 25 1t [g] N/A N/A N/A ,
No full basement [e.g. slab, frost 15 down: 30 down to 40 down 8downto | 14 downto | 20 down
wall,i columns] to 7 ft 15 ft to 20 ft. 5ft 7 ft to 10 ft
Full basement [below grade 20 down 30 down to 40 down 8downto | 14 downto 20 down / /
foundation] to 10 ft 15 ft to 20 ft 5ft 7 ft to 10 ft /O 5
Property lines 10 down 18 down to 20 down 10 down 15downto | 20down
{ to 5 ft [c] 9t [c] to 10 ft [c] fo 4 ft [c] 7 it [c] to 10 ft [c]
Burial sites or graveyards, measured 25t 25 ft 25 ft 25 ft 25 ft 25 ft
from the down toe of the fill extension

OTHER
1. Fill extension Grade - to 3:1
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Foomotes [a.] Single-family well setbacks may be reduced as prescribed in Section 701.2,
[b.] This distance may be reduced to 25 feet, if the septic or holding tank is tested in the plumbing inspector’s presence and shown to be

watertight or of monolithic construction.

[c.] Additional setbacks may be needed to prevent fill material extensions from encroaching onto abutting property.
[d.] Additional setbacks may be required by local Shoreland zoning.

[e.] Natural Resource Protection Act requires a 25 feet setback, on slopes of less than 20%, from the edge of soil disturbance and 100 feet on

slopes greater than 20%. See Chapter 15.
[f.] May not be any closer to neighbors well than the existing disposal fleld or septic tank unless written permission Is granted by the neighbor.

This setback.may be reduced for single family houses with Department approval, See Section 702.3.
[g.] The fill extension shall reach the existing ground before the 3:1 slope or within 100 feet of the disposai field.

[h.] See Section 1402.10 for sieclal procedures when these minimum setbacks cannot be achieved.
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FOR USE BY THE DEPARIMENT ONLY
The Department has revigwed the variance(s) and (’does 0O does not) give its approval. Any additional requirements,

recommendatlons or reasons for the Variance denial, are given in the attached letter.
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