
 
 

One Karen Drive, Suite 2A  I  Westbrook, Maine 04092 

phone 207.553.9898  l  www.walsh-eng.com 

June 21, 2017 
 
Alison Sirois 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Land Resources 
312 Canco Road 
Portland, Maine  
 
RE: NRPA Permit by Rule 
 7 Diamond Pass 
 Peaks Island 
 Portland, Maine 
 
Dear Alison, 
 
On behalf of Sam Spirn and Kate Gulliver (Applicants), Walsh Engineering Associates, Inc. 
(WEA) is pleased to submit this NRPA PBR notification for activities adjacent to a natural 
resource (Section 2), outfall pipes (section 7), and restoration of natural areas (Section 12) in 
association with the reconstruction of the single family house on the subject property.  The work 
associated with each section is described below. 
 
Section 2:  Activities Adjacent to a Protected Natural Resource 
A 3-foot wide footpath from the west end of the existing lawn area to the beach will be installed 
through the existing shrub vegetation.  The footpath will be stabilized with loam, seed, and mulch.   
 
An existing underdrain system in the lawn has failed and needs to be replaced in order to maintain 
the existing lawn as usable area.  Due to the failure of the existing drainage system and shallow 
groundwater elevation, the existing lawn becomes saturated and unusable during times of wet 
weather.  A replacement underdrain system is proposed, which will require temporary ground 
disturbance within the 75-foot HAT setback.  A minimal amount of fill will be required to maintain 
sufficient pipe cover over the replacement system.  The area will be returned to its existing 
condition as lawn area following construction activities.  No fill is proposed within the 25-foot 
HAT setback.  No vegetation other than lawn grass will be disturbed as part of the underdrain 
installation. 
 
Section 7:  Outfall Pipes 
The existing northerly underdrain header pipe has failed and will be replaced with a new pipe.  The 
new pipe will collect flow from the foundation drain and subsurface drainage system and will 
discharge in the same location as the existing pipe outlet.  A new riprap apron will be installed at 
the outlet location and disturbed areas will be revegetated with native vegetation and erosion 
control matting.   
 
Section 12:  Restoration of Natural Areas 
An area of approximately 800± square feet along the shoreline at the southwest corner of the 
property has been overtaken by Japanese knotweed, which is considered an invasive species.  The 



 
 

Applicants are proposing to remove the invasive species and re-establish the area with native 
vegetation.  See the enclosed landscape plan for proposed plant species. 
 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Temporary silt fence will be installed downgradient of all disturbed areas during the project.  All 
disturbed areas within 75-feet of the HAT will be re-established with vegetation upon completion 
of construction.  Temporary erosion and sedimentation controls will be removed once the 
vegetation has been established.   
 
No wetland impacts or work below the HAT are proposed for this project.   
 
We trust that we have provided the necessary information for approval of this PBR notification.  
Please contact me if you have any questions or require any additional information. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Silas Canavan, PE 
Walsh Engineering Associates, Inc. 
 
cc. Sam Spirn (Applicant) 
 Russ Tyson, Whitten Architects 
 
enc. Application Fee ($75.00) 
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Japanese Knotweed area to be removed and replaced with native vegetation

Engineer 6
Callout
Location of proposed footpath to beach
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Existing failed underdrain pipe to be replaced
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Existing failed underdrain pipe to be replaced
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Existing pipe outfall location to be maintained
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