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ELLEN ALBRECHT 
P.O. Box 1149
 

Rangeley, ME 04970
 

(207) 864-2302 PHONE 
(207)-864-2728 FAX
 

e-mail: albrecht@cybertours.com
 

January 11, 2002 

Mike Nugent 
Building Inspections Department 

City of Portland 
Room 315 

389 Congress Street 
Portland, ME 04101 

Re: Orestis Residence 
95 Chadwick Street 

Dear Mike, 

After speaking with you on Friday, January 11,2002 I am composing this letter to ask that you 
review the egress windows on the first floor of a single-family residence, owned by John C. 
Orestis. The proposed residence was built in the 1860's as a carriage house and is located in 
Portland's Western Promenade Historic District. We are asking for a waiver from the net clear 
opening of 5.7 sq. feet, as required by the NFPA Life and Fire Safety Code. The original 
Historic Preservation Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness was submitted on 4/1/01, 
along with 2 Floor Plans and 4 Elevations. At this time the 3 windows on the East Elevation 
were specified to be a 2' 10" brick opening width. Jeffrey Harris, from the Historic 
Preservation Committee, reviewed the application on 6/14/01 and after several workshops, a 
Certificate of Appropriateness was issued on June 22, 2001. The windows as reviewed and 
installed are a Marvin Clad Ultimate Double Hung Window 2826, with a Frame Size of2'-9 
3/8" wide x 5'-0 3/8"high. I have attached a copy of the window size dimensions and the unit 
opening specifications from the Manufacturer, Marvin Windows, which shows that the 
windows net clear opening is 5.08 square feet, has a net clear opening height of 24.24", and a 
net clear opening width of 30.07". The bottom of the window is approx. 24" above the floor. 
The window specifications do meet the egress minimum dimensions for escape as required by 
the BOCA 99 code. The BOCA Section 1010.4 lists these as: a net clear opening of24" high, 
and at least 20" wide, and for the sill to not be more than 44" above the floor. 



The proposed First Floor bedroom is in a space that was being used previously as a Garage and 
the proposed residence will not only have the code required, hardwired Smoke Detectors, but 
also have hardwired Heat Detectors installed in the Garage, Laundry and Kitchen. The Heat 
Detectors will trip the alarm warning system in the house and also notify the Seacoast Security 
Office. Please give me a call if you need any further information and I will look forward to 
hearing from you. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Best regards, 

Ellen S. Albrecht 

Cc: John C. Orestis 
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CLAD ULTIMATE DOUBLE HUNG MARVIN
 
----------------------------------- WINDCM'S&[)()()flS. a 

~~~~~I~~'1To~LEVATIONS ~, 

Mas 01'9 1- 97/8 (556) 2-1?i6 (657) 2- 5 7i8 (759) 2- 77/8 (81 D) 2-97/8 (860) 
Rgh Opg 1- 10 3/8 (568) 2-23/8 (670) 2-63/8 (772) 2-8318 (822) 2-10318 (873) 
Frame Size 1- 9 3/8 (543) 2-1 318 (645) 2-5318 (746) 2-7 318 (797) 2-93/8 (848) 
Sash Opg 1-8 (508) 2-0 (610) 2-4 (711) 2-6 17621 2-8 (813) 
Glass SIze 16' (406) 20" (508) 24" (610) 26" (660) 28" (711) 
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.NOTE ,,:loor to sill height IS based on 6' -, 0 1/4 . from finished floor to rough opening header 

These windows llleet National Egress Ccx.1es for fire evacuation Local codes may differ 

Section 809.4 of the BOCA Code/1978 
809.4 Emergencyescape Every sleeping fOom below the fourth (4th) story shall have at feast one (1) operable window or exterior door 
approved for emergency egress or rescue. The units must De operable from the inSide opening without the use of separate tools Where 
WindowS are prr.wlded as a means of egress c,( rescue they shall have a sill height not more than torty-tour (44) inches above the floor 
All egress Of rescue windows from sleeping rooms must have a minimum net clear opening of five and seven tenths (5 7) square f99t 
The mInimum no' claa.1' oponing height dimenslC,n shall btl twent'( tOlj( (24) inchos. Tho minimum net clear openIng width dimenSion shall 
De twenty (20) inches 
Bars, grills or screens placed OIlElr emergency escape windows shall be releasable or removable from the imwje without the use of a key, 
tool or excessive force 
Exceptlon Grade floor winaows may tlave a minimum net clear opening of five (5) square reet 
COt1e restrictions may lIary depending on your local building code~, 
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