
 
L-27017-4P-A-N/L-27017-2F-B-N  9 of 9 
 
3. Keep your erosion control barrier up and maintained until you get a good and healthy growth of grass and the 

area is permanently stabilized. 

After Construction 
 
1. After your project is finished, seed the area.  Note that all ground covers are not equal.  For example, a mix of 

creeping red fescue and Kentucky bluegrass is a good choice for lawns and other high-maintenance areas.  But 
this same seed mix is a poor selection for stabilizing a road shoulder or a cut bank that you don't intend to mow.  
Your contractor may have experience with different seed mixes, or you might contact a seed supplier for advice. 

 
2. Do not spread grass seed after September 15.  There is the likelihood that germinating seedlings could be killed 

by a frost before they have a chance to become established.  Instead, mulch the area with a thick layer of hay or 
straw.  In the spring, rake off the mulch and then seed the area.  Don't forget to mulch again to hold in moisture 
and prevent the seed from washing away or being eaten by birds or other animals. 

 
3. Keep your erosion control barrier up and maintained until you get a good and healthy growth of grass and the 

area is permanently stabilized. 
 
Why Control Erosion?  
 
To Protect Water Quality 
 
When soil erodes into protected resources such as streams, rivers, wetlands, and lakes, it has many bad effects.  
Eroding soil particles carry phosphorus to the water.  An excess of phosphorus can lead to explosions of algae 
growth in lakes and ponds called blooms.  The water will look green and can have green slime in it.  If you are near 
a lake or pond, this is not pleasant for swimming, and when the soil settles out on the bottom, it smothers fish eggs 
and small animals eaten by fish.  There many other effects as well, which are all bad. 
 
To Protect the Soil 
 
It has taken thousands of years for our soil to develop.  It usefulness is evident all around us, from sustaining forests 
and growing our garden vegetables, to even treating our septic wastewater!  We cannot afford to waste this valuable 
resource. 
 
To Save Money ($$) 
 
Replacing topsoil or gravel washed off your property can be expensive.  You end up paying twice because State and 
local governments wind up spending your tax dollars to dig out ditches and storm drains that have become choked 
with sediment from soil erosion. 
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