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STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
17 STATE HOUSE STATION, AUGUSTA, MAINE   04333 

 
Erosion Control for Homeowners 

 
Before Construction 
 
1. If you have hired a contractor, make sure you discuss your permit with them.  Talk about what measures they 

plan to take to control erosion.  Everybody involved should understand what the resource is, and where it is 
located.  Most people can identify the edge of a lake or river.  However, the edges of wetlands are often not so 
obvious.  Your contractor may be the person actually pushing dirt around, but you are both responsible for 
complying with the permit. 

 
2. Call around to find where erosion control materials are available.  Chances are your contractor has these 

materials already on hand.  You probably will need silt fence, hay bales, wooden stakes, grass seed (or 
conservation mix), and perhaps filter fabric.  Places to check for these items include farm & feed supply stores, 
garden & lawn suppliers, and landscaping companies.  It is not always easy to find hay or straw during late 
winter and early spring.  It also may be more expensive during those times of year.  Plan ahead -- buy a supply 
early and keep it under a tarp. 

 
3. Before any soil is disturbed, make sure an erosion control barrier has been installed.  The barrier can be either a 

silt fence, a row of staked hay bales, or both.  Use the drawings below as a guide for correct installation and 
placement.  The barrier should be placed as close as possible to the soil-disturbance activity. 

 
4. If a contractor is installing the erosion control barrier, double check it as a precaution.  Erosion control barriers 

should be installed "on the contour", meaning at the same level or elevation across the land slope, whenever 
possible.  This keeps stormwater from flowing to the lowest point along the barrier where it can build up and 
overflow or destroy the barrier. 

 

 
During Construction 
 
1. Use lots of hay or straw mulch on disturbed soil.  The idea behind mulch is to prevent rain from striking the soil 

directly.  It is the force of raindrops hitting the bare ground that makes the soil begin to move downslope with the 
runoff water, and cause erosion.  More than 90% of erosion is prevented by keeping the soil covered. 

 
2. Inspect your erosion control barriers frequently.  This is especially important after a rainfall.  If there is muddy 

water leaving the project site, then your erosion controls are not working as intended.  You or your contractor 
then need to figure out what can be done to prevent more soil from getting past the barrier. 

 


