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Christopher Ross       

13 West Street � Portland, ME 04102 � Phone: 917.545.6278 � E-Mail: chris@aliceandchris.com Web: www.aliceandchris.com 

Date: October 1, 2015 

City of Portland 

Historic Preservation Board 

Portland City Hall, 4th floor 

389 Congress Street 

Portland, ME 04101 

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Board: 

We are requesting approval for a site alteration at our home located at 13 West Street. Our hope is to add a single, compact 

parking space along the east elevation of our end unit, which would call for a 10’ curb cut (the smallest option) and a drive 

no wider than 8’ ending before the leading edge of the bay. Although the site is small, it was approved by public services on 

Sept. 22nd, 2015 and meets City of Portland code requirements for driveway spacing and distance from an intersection. 

When I moved to West Street in February 2014 with my wife Alice and two sons Oliver and Hugo, we were able to take 

over the previous owner’s parking space in the Carleton Lot across the street. We will soon be losing that space forever 

when construction begins at 17 Carleton. This is a hardship for us as we do not have off street parking, and more often than 

not are without a space to park on the street. With two children we are constantly loading and unloading the car in front of 

our home, dangerously double-parked. We also have a steady flow of babysitters and childcare providers coming from other 

parking zones with nowhere to put their vehicles, often resulting in repeated ticketing. 

For the parking space plan we intend to hire a reputable contractor and landscape designer to turn a portion of our side 

walkway into a very small footprint / low impact space that will be in keeping with the history, integrity and high standards of 

the neighborhood. Like many of our neighbors our landscaping has been improved over the years by James McCain & 

Krista Butterfield – we are also considering Gnome for this project. As you can see from our plans we have a solid idea in 

place, but would welcome any input and suggestions, vendors, materials etc. from the board. We like the idea of two parallel 

cobbled tire strips, as that would allow for more green space on either side and between, but again we are completely open 

to suggestions in case we have overlooked something. Our intention is for the parking space to be as unnoticeable as our 

side path currently is, however all the more functional.  

Often curb cuts result in the loss of two street parking spaces, but for our case it appears that only one street space would be 

affected. I have included photos of multiple occasions where our potential cut is unobstructed by a vehicle, allowing parking 

on either side of the proposed drive. Additional materials are neighborhood photos of comparable parking spaces, one in 

particular is the case of 27 West Street; a similar request that was approved by the board but not approved by public 

services. I understand everything is case by case, but I included a photo of this property’s very similar side lot, which remains 

unchanged. Also included are driveway inspiration photos, material close-ups, existing conditions, site plans, approval memo 

from Dan Margolis-Pineo of Public Services, and letters from neighbors. 

Thank you very much for your consideration on our proposal.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher Ross & family 
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PHOTOS SHOWING EXISTING CONDITIONS:
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PHOTOS SHOWING ONLY ONE PARKING SPACE WOULD BE AFFECTED:

15



16



17



PHOTOS SHOWING SIMILAR NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING SPACES:
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27 WEST STREET BELOW - BOARD APPROVED FOR CURB CUT AND DRIVE
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PARKING SPACE INSPIRATION AND IDEAS:
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MATERIAL CLOSEUPS:
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SUPPORTING LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS:
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Print Cancel

Chris Ross <chris@aliceandchris.com> 09/28/15 8:57AM    

From: "David Margolis-Pineo" <DMP@portlandmaine.gov>
To: "Chris Ross" <chris@aliceandchris.com>

Cc:
"Barbara Barhydt" <BAB@portlandmaine.gov>, "Bob Leeman" <Bob@portlandmaine.gov>, "Carol Merritt"
<CAP@portlandmaine.gov>, "Deb Andrews" <DGA@portlandmaine.gov>, "John Low"
<JOHN@portlandmaine.gov>

Received-On: 09/22/15 3:56 PM
Subject: Re: 13 West Street - Drive Cut Request
More...

September 22, 2015
 
Memo To:        Christopher Ross
From:               David Margolis-Pineo, Deputy City Engineer
Re:                   Driveway Curb Cut Request for 13 West St
 
At your request, this memo reaffirms a previous approval from the Department of Public Service for driveway
curb cut at 13 West St.  The proposed location for this curb cut meets City of Portland code requirements for
driveway spacing and distance from an intersection. 
 
You are reminded that the minimum front yard setback is 5' or the average of the existing front yards on either
side. 
 
Since this location is within the Historic Preservation District, their approval is required.  It is my understanding
that approval was denied and you wish to appeal their decision.  If your appeal is successful, please contact John
Low (653-8064) of this department for assistance in permitting construction.
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September 29, 2015

City of Portland
Historic Preservation Board
Portland City Hall, 4th floor
389 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04101

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Board:

I am writing in support of the proposed curb cut and parking space at 13 West Street. We are neighbors 
living several blocks up from the property. We ourselves rely on on-street parking for our family’s two 
vehicles, so we understand the parking dynamics in the neighborhood.

With the loss of 58 off-street parking spaces resulting from the development on Carleton Street, there will 
be new demand for on-street parking on lower West Street and surrounding blocks, especially during 
designated one-side-only parking nights. Snow ban parking lots are already strained. And I have many 
times circled the blocks around West and Pine streets searching for a place to park to patronize one of 
the several businesses there. Even when there are popular events held at Reiche School/Community 
Center, parking demand gets pushed up to West Street.

I also sympathize with the Ross family’s need for close-proximity parking with little children. In our 20’s, 
my wife and I lived on York Street with only street parking and it was manageable then. But now on West 
Street, we too have little children, and unloading groceries and children in the rain, or moving your 
vehicles for a snow ban after the children are asleep, are two of multiple challenging scenarios that street-
only parking poses to young families. We hope to grow old in this neighborhood, and street-only parking 
may make that impossible when we’re elderly.

These historic houses were intended to be adapted for modern living. On my block, virtually all of the 
surrounding houses had small garages constructed in the early 20th century to accommodate the arrival 
of the automobile. The Rosses have shared their draft designs with me for the proposed driveway. To me 
they seem within an appropriate scale and do not diminish from the street-scape or the historic integrity 
of the lot. And above all, the proposed work is reversible should car storage become superfluous in the 
future. 

To both alleviate the anticipated spike in on-street parking demand on West Street, and to provide for an 
amenity which makes these buildings viable for young families and the elderly, I encourage you to 
endorse the Ross’ petition to create a parking spot on the side of their house.

Sincerely yours,

Robert J. O’Brien

9 5  W E S T  S T R E E T     P O RT L A N D ,  M A I N E  0 4 1 0 2
TEL  2 0 7 / 9 3 9 - 7 7 0 3     EMAIL  R J O B R I E N @ M A I L . C O M

ROBERT J. O’BRIEN
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Dear	  Deb,	  
	  
I	  wanted	  to	  take	  this	  opportunity	  to	  write	  you	  in	  support	  of	  the	  project	  our	  
neighbors,	  Chris	  and	  Alice	  Ross,	  are	  proposing	  for	  their	  property	  at	  13	  West	  Street.	  I	  
have	  reviewed	  Chris	  and	  Alice’s	  proposal	  to	  implement	  a	  parking	  space	  on	  their	  side	  
lot.	  Their	  plan	  is	  very	  thoughtful	  and	  sensitive	  to	  the	  neighborhood.	  Since	  they	  
moved	  to	  West	  Street	  in	  February	  2014	  they	  have	  singlehandedly	  brought	  their	  
home	  back	  to	  life	  -‐	  I	  know	  this	  very	  well	  because	  we	  share	  a	  wall.	  Alice	  and	  Chris	  are	  
young	  preservationists	  who	  moved	  back	  to	  Maine	  (where	  Chris	  is	  originally	  from)	  
after	  many	  years	  in	  New	  York	  City.	  Before	  coming	  to	  Portland	  they	  restored	  a	  
brownstone	  co-‐op	  in	  Park	  Slope	  to	  its	  original	  glory.	  They	  are	  the	  most	  considerate	  
neighbors	  we	  have	  ever	  had	  the	  pleasure	  of	  living	  next	  to.	  	  
	  
	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  review	  of	  this	  letter	  and	  for	  all	  that	  you	  do	  to	  keep	  our	  
neighborhood	  a	  lovely	  place	  to	  live.	  I	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
George	  Silverman	  
15	  West	  Street	  
(207)	  774-‐5900	  
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Dear Members of the Historic Preservation Board:  
 
We have been residents at 64 West Street in the West End of 
Portland since 2008.  We have known Chris and Alice Ross since 
they moved to 13 West Street in February 2014, and consider 
them to be good friends as well as a valuable addition to the 
neighborhood.  They are warm and friendly people whose 
commitment to the West End community is evident to all who 
know them. We ask that you please accept this letter as 
wholehearted approval of Chris and Alice's plan to add a parking 
space next to their unit.  
 
Chris and Alice are visual people, being both incredibly talented 
photographers, with an inherent aesthetic sense. This is apparent 
in the care they take of their lovely home, and the way they 
embraced the historical aspects of their townhouse while 
decorating it. They understand and appreciate the history of the 
neighborhood, too, and would only propose a modification that is 
in keeping with the historical integrity of the West End.  It is 
clear from their plan that the project would have minimal impact 
on the street and result in a very small footprint, both valuable 
considerations given the amount of change planned for Carleton 
Street in the near future.   
 
We would be more than happy to offer further insight or support 
of this plan at any time.  Please don't hesitate to contact us. 
 
With our best regards, 
Lisa Scali and Chad Vinkemulder 
64 West Street	  
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