CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REQUEST FORM
TO:

Sonia Bean, Senior Administrative Assistant

FROM:
Alexander Jaegerman, Planning Division Director

DATE:

June 6, 2005

SUBJECT:
Agenda Request Re: Public easements for pocket parks at Ellsworth and Charles Street and along Congress Street and for a pedestrian accessway associated with the Maine Medical Center (MMC) expansion’s new Congress Street parking garage



Sponsored by: Planning Board

1)
Council Meeting at which action is requested:



1st Reading:
June 20, 2005

Final Action:
June 20, 2005


Submission Deadlines:

-
1 electronic copy of packet due 2 weeks prior to Council meeting date for the agenda meeting


-
5 hard copies due the Thursday before the Council meeting

2)
Can action be taken at a later date? 
X YES  ___ NO

I.
SUMMARY OF ISSUE There are four features of the MMC expansion, which received site plan approval on 5/31/05, that are designed with the intention of providing access to the general public.  These include: (1) a pocket park on vacant MMC land now located at Charles and Ellsworth Street, (2) a small pedestrian plaza adjacent to Congress Street sidewalk east of the proposed new parking garage where there is an existing Metro bus stop, (3) a pedestrian accessway between Crescent and Congress Streets that will utilize the east end of the proposed parking garage and its stair tower, and (4) a small pedestrian plaza adjacent to Congress Street sidewalk in front of the existing parking garage and close to the intersection of Gilman Street that will become a second Metro bus stop. Items (1) and (3) was required by the City Council as part of the MMC Conditional Rezoning Agreement approved on 4/25/05.  Items (2) and (4) were subsequently added to the site plan approved by the Planning Board on 5/31/05.

II.
REASON FOR SUBMISSION (What issue/problem will this address?) Maine Medical Center is proposing to grant public easements to all four of these areas to the City. City Council approval of the easements will be required if the public is to have access to these areas which will be located on private property. 

III.
INTENDED RESULT (How does it resolve the issue/problem?) Acceptance of public easements by the City Council will authorize continuing public access to these areas by the general public.  Public access to items (2) and (3) will help to improve pedestrian linkages between the hospital and the West End neighborhood and Congress Street.  

IV.
FINANCIAL IMPACT There will be no financial impact on the City, as these areas will be maintained by Maine Medical Center.

V.
STAFF ANALYSIS & RECOMMENDATION  This action should help over the long term in revitalizing the section of Congress Street involved and will likely contribute to the viability of the retail space included in the new parking garage design.  Item (1) will add landscaping between the relocated Ellsworth Street and the existing and new hospital addition, as well as provide a seating area open to the public.  Item (4) will add a public seating area adjacent to a new proposed bus stop along Congress Street, and help, along with additional landscaping to be provided by MMC in front of the existing parking garage, to increase the attractiveness of the area.  The Planning Board voted  unanimously (6-0) on May 31, 2005, to approve the MMC site plan subject to the condition than these public access easements be submitted to the City.


VI.
SPONSOR Planning Board

3)
Index of Supplemental Material (available material not included in basic Council packet)
1.  MMC Conditional Rezoning Agreement, 4/25/05

2.  MMC Site Plan approved by the Planning Board, 5/31/05


Attachments:


cc:
Elizabeth Boynton, Associate Corporation Counsel



Rick Seeley, Senior Planner, GPCOG



Penny Littel, Associate Corporation Counsel



Sarah Hopkins, Development Review Manager

O:\PLAN\DEVREVW\BRAM22\COUNCILREQUESTFORMPP.DOC

 
                                                               - 2 -


