
 

 

EXTRACT FROM SITE PLAN ORDINANCE  

 

Water Quality, Stormwater Management and Erosion 

Control: 
  

a.   All development must demonstrate that the 

proposed siteimprovements are designed to 

minimize the amount of stormwater leaving the 

site.  This must include consideration of the 

design and location of improvements to minimize 

the total area of impervious surface on the site 

and stormwater management techniques to minimize 

both the volume and rate of runoff from the lot. 

The stormwater management plan must demonstrate 

the following: 
  

(i)  Any stormwater draining onto or across 

the lot in its pre-improvement state will 

not be impeded or re-directed so as to 

create ponding on, or flooding of, adjacent 

lots; 
  
(ii) Any increase in volume or rate of 

stormwater draining from the lot onto an 

adjacent lot following the improvement can 

be handled on the adjacent lot without 

creating ponding, flooding or other drainage 

problems and that the owner of the lot being 

improved has the legal right to increase the 

flow of stormwater onto the adjacent lot; 
  
(iii)Any increase in volume or rate of 

stormwater draining from the lot onto City 

property following the improvement can be 

handled without creating ponding, flooding 

or other drainage problems and that the 

owner of the lot being improved has the 

legal right to increase the flow of 

stormwater onto the City’s property; and 
  
(iv) Any increase in volume or rate of 

stormwater draining from the lot into the 

City’s separate storm sewer system can be 

accommodated in the system without creating 



downstream problems or exceeding the 

capacity of the storm sewer system. 
  
b.   All development, except  Level I minor 

residential development, shall comply with the 

standards of Section 5 of the Technical Manual 

including basic, general and flooding standards, 

as applicable, to prevent and control the release 

of pollutants to waterbodies, watercourses, 

wetlands and groundwater, and reduce adverse 

impacts associated with increases or changes in 

flow, soil erosion and sedimentation. 
  
c.   All development, except Level I minor 

residential development, that are located within 

the watershed of an Urban Impaired Stream shall 

comply with the Urban Impaired Stream standards 

pursuant to Maine DEP Chapter 500 Stormwater 

Management Rules, as described in Section 5 of 

the Technical Manual. 
  
d.   Level I: minor residential development shall 

comply with basic erosion control standards, as 

described in Section 6 of the City of Portland 

Technical Manual. 
  
e.   Development shall not pose a risk of 

groundwater contamination either during or post-

construction, as described in Sections 5 and 9 of 

the Technical Manual. 
  
f.   Development shall provide for adequate and 

sanitary disposal of sewage as described in 

Section 2 of the Technical Manual. 
  
     (c)  Public Infrastructure and Community Safety Standards. 
  

1.   Consistency with City Master Plans: 
  

a.   All developments shall be designed so as to 

be consistent with City Council approved  master 

plans and facilities plans and with off-premises 

infrastructure, including but not limited to 

sewer and stormwater, streets, trails, pedestrian 

and bicycle network, environmental management or 

other public facilities (see Section 15 of the 

Technical Manual).   



  
b.   The site plan shall include suitable 

easements, rights and improvements to connect or 

continue off-premises public infrastructure as 

may be required by the reviewing authority.  
  

2.   Public Safety and Fire Prevention:  [excluded from 

this extract] 
  

3.   Availability and Adequate Capacity of Public 

Utilities: 
  

a.   The development shall not overburden 

sanitary sewers and storm drains, water lines, or 

other public infrastructure and 

utilities.  Development shall provide adequate 

utility capacity and distribution network on-site 

and in connection to surrounding locations and 

facilities. 
  
b.   Electrical service shall be underground 

unless otherwise specified for industrial uses, 

or if it is determined to be unfeasible due to 

extreme cost, the need to retrofit properties not 

owned by the applicant or complexity of revising 

existing overhead facilities.   
  
c.   Installation of new or upgrades to existing 

sanitary sewers, storm drains, water lines or 

other utilities shall meet the provisions 

outlined in Section 2 and Section 9 of the 

Technical Manual. 
  
d.   All development within 200 feet of a public 

sanitary collection and treatment system shall 

connect sanitary sewer lines into the nearest 

available public sewer.  If a public sanitary 

collection and treatment system is not available, 

a private wastewater system may be used according 

to the requirements of Chapter 24 of the City 

Code and Section 2 of the Technical Manual.  
  
e.   All sanitary sewer and stormwater utilities 

proposed as part of the development shall be 

designed to City standards as specified in 

Section 2 and Section 4, Chapter 500 Stormwater 

Management Standards, of the Technical Manual. 



  
f.   All residential development of 20 units or 

more, commercial development and industrial 

development shall provide for the temporary 

storage and timely removal of all trash and 

recyclable materials including, at a minimum, 

paper, corrugated cardboard, plastics and 

metals.  Storage containers for recyclable 

materials shall be separated from trash 

containers.  All exterior storage of trash and 

recyclables shall be screened from view from 

public sidewalks, streets and adjacent 

properties. 
  

4.   Reserved. 
  

  
 


