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SECTION 097200 - WALL COVERINGS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 

1. Heavy-duty, synthetic, textile wall covering. 

2. Resilient cork/linoleum tackable wallcovering. 

3. Accessories 

1.2 RELATED DIVISIONS 

A. Division 09 90 00 Painting and Coating: Priming for wallcoverings. 

B. Division 10 11 00 Visual Display Surfaces: Markerboards. 

1.3 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data: For each type of product. 

1. Include data on physical characteristics, durability, fade resistance, and fire-

test-response characteristics. 

B. Shop Drawings: Show location and extent of each wall-covering type. Indicate 

pattern placement, seams and termination points. 

C. Samples: For each type of wall covering and for each color, pattern, texture, and 

finish specified, full width by 36-inch- (914-mm-) long in size. 

1. Wall-Covering Sample: From same production run to be used for the Work, 

with specified treatments applied. Show complete pattern repeat. Mark top 

and face of fabric. 

2. Samples: 7 inch (18 centimeter) by 9 inch (23 centimeter) samples of each 

type of tackable wallcovering material required. 

D. Samples for Initial Selection: For each type of wall covering. 

E. Samples for Verification: For each type of wall covering and for each color, pattern, 

texture, and finish specified, full width by 36-inch- (914-mm-) long in size. 

1. Wall-Covering Sample: From same production run to be used for the Work, 

with specified treatments applied. Show complete pattern repeat. Mark top 

and face of fabric. 
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F. Product Schedule: For wall coverings. Use same designations indicated on 

Drawings. 

1.4 INFORMATIONAL SUBMITTALS 

A. Qualification Data: For testing agency. 

B. Product Test Reports: For each wall covering, for tests performed by a qualified 

testing agency. 

1.5 CLOSEOUT SUBMITTALS 

A. Maintenance Data: For wall coverings to include in maintenance manuals. 

1.6 MAINTENANCE MATERIAL SUBMITTALS 

A. Furnish extra materials, from the same product run, that match products installed 

and that are packaged with protective covering for storage and identified with 

labels describing contents. 

1. Wall-Covering Materials: For each type, color, texture, and finish, full width 

by length to equal to 5 percent of amount installed. 

1.7 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Mockups: Build mockups to verify selections made under Sample submittals and to 

demonstrate aesthetic effects and to set quality standards for installation. 

1. Build mockups for each type of wall covering on each substrate required. 

Comply with requirements in ASTM F 1141 for appearance shading 

characteristics. 

2. Approval of mockups does not constitute approval of deviations from the 

Contract Documents contained in mockups unless Architect specifically 

approves such deviations in writing. 

3. Subject to compliance with requirements, approved mockups may become 

part of the completed Work if undisturbed at time of Substantial Completion. 

1.8 FIELD CONDITIONS 

A. Environmental Limitations: Do not deliver or install wall coverings until spaces are 

enclosed and weathertight, wet work in spaces is complete and dry, work above 

ceilings is complete, and temporary HVAC system is operating and maintaining 

ambient temperature and humidity conditions at levels intended for occupants after 

Project completion during the remainder of the construction period. 
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B. Lighting: Do not install wall covering until lighting that matches conditions intended 

for occupants after Project completion is provided on the surfaces to receive wall 

covering. 

C. Ventilation: Provide continuous ventilation during installation and for not less than 

the time recommended by wall-covering manufacturer for full drying or curing. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Fire-Test-Response Characteristics: As determined by testing identical wall 

coverings applied with identical adhesives to substrates according to test method 

indicated below by a qualified testing agency. Identify products with appropriate 

markings of applicable testing agency. 

1. Surface-Burning Characteristics: Comply with ASTM E 84; testing by a 

qualified testing agency. Identify products with appropriate markings of 

applicable testing agency. 

a. Flame-Spread Index: 25 or less. 

b. Smoke-Developed Index: 450 or less. 

2. Fire-Growth Contribution: No flashover and heat and smoke release according 

to NFPA 265. 

2.2 WC-x - HEAVY-DUTY, SYNTHETIC, TEXTILE WALL COVERING 

A. Manufacturers: Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by the 

following: 

1. Carnegie Fabrics, Xerol. 

B. Description: Provide mildew-resistant wall coverings in rolls from same production 

run and that comply with ASTM F 793. 

C. Width: As required. 

D. Colors, Textures, and Patterns: Match Architect's samples. 

2.3 TWC-1 - TACKABLE WALLCOVERING 

A. Manufacturers: Subject to compliance with requirements, provide products by the 

following: 

1. Walltalkers® tac•wall:  Uni-color resilient homogeneous tackable linoleum 

surface consisting of linseed oil, granulated cork, rosin binders, and dry 

pigments calendered onto natural burlap backing. Color shall extend through 

thickness of material. 
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2.4 ACCESSORIES 

A. Fabric Wall Covering Adhesive: Mildew-resistant, nonstaining, strippable adhesive, 

for use with specific wall covering and substrate application indicated and as 

recommended in writing by wall-covering manufacturer. 

B. Primer/Sealer: Mildew resistant, complying with requirements in Section 099123 

"Interior Painting" and recommended in writing by primer/sealer and wall-covering 

manufacturers for intended substrate. 

C. Tackable Wallcovering Adhesive: Solvent-free, SBR type linoleum adhesive (L-910) 

or polyvinyl acetate dispersion type (contact adhesive) when used in a press. 

D. Tackable Wallcovering Caulk: 

1. Color matched caulk: to match tackable surface. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 EXAMINATION 

A. Examine substrates and conditions, with Installer present, for compliance with 

requirements for levelness, wall plumbness, maximum moisture content, and other 

conditions affecting performance of the Work. 

B. Proceed with installation only after unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected. 

3.2 PREPARATION 

A. Comply with manufacturer's written instructions for surface preparation. 

B. Clean substrates of substances that could impair bond of wall covering, including 

dirt, oil, grease, mold, mildew, and incompatible primers. 

C. Prepare substrates to achieve a smooth, dry, clean, structurally sound surface free 

of flaking, unsound coatings, cracks, and defects. 

1. Moisture Content: Maximum of 5 percent on new plaster, concrete, and 

concrete masonry units when tested with an electronic moisture meter. 

2. Gypsum Board: Prime with primer as recommended in writing by 

primer/sealer manufacturer and wall-covering manufacturer. 

3. Painted Surfaces: Treat areas susceptible to pigment bleeding. 

D. Check painted surfaces for pigment bleeding. Sand gloss, semigloss, and eggshell 

finish with fine sandpaper. 

E. Remove hardware and hardware accessories, electrical plates and covers, light 

fixture trims, and similar items. 
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F. Acclimatize wall-covering materials by removing them from packaging in the 

installation areas not less than 24 hours before installation. 

3.3 FABRIC WALL-COVERING INSTALLATION 

A. Comply with wall-covering manufacturers' written installation instructions applicable 

to products and applications indicated. 

B. Cut wall-covering strips in roll number sequence. Change the roll numbers at 

partition breaks and corners. 

C. Install strips in same order as cut from roll. 

D. Install wall covering without lifted or curling edges and without visible shrinkage. 

E. Match pattern 72 inches (1830 mm) above the finish floor. 

F. Install seams vertical and plumb at least 6 inches (150 mm) from outside corners 

and 6 inches (150 mm) from inside corners unless a change of pattern or color 

exists at corner. Horizontal seams are not permitted. 

G. Trim edges and seams for color uniformity, pattern match, and tight closure. Butt 

seams without overlaps or gaps between strips. 

H. Fully bond wall covering to substrate. Remove air bubbles, wrinkles, blisters, and 

other defects. 

3.4 TACKABLE WALLCOVERING INSTALLATION 

A. Comply with manufacturer's printed installation instructions. 

B. Cut sheets to size including a few inches of overage. Allow sheets to lay flat for at 

least twenty-four hours prior to the application. Mark roll direction and sequence on 

the backside of each sheet. Hang sheets in sequence as cut from the roll, do not 

reverse sheets. 

C. Permanent HVAC system should be set to 68 degrees Fahrenheit (20 degrees 

Celsius) for at least seventy-two hours prior to, during, and after the installation. 

D. Back roll each sheet prior to the installation to release curl memory. 

E. For seamed applications, using a seam and strip cutter remove the factory edge of 

one sheet. Using the same tool, overlap and trace cut the mating edge of the 

second sheet. Repeat this step for as many sheets as required for the job. 

F. Scribe, cut, and fit material to butt tightly to adjacent surfaces, built-in casework, 

and permanent fixtures and pipes. 

G. Apply adhesive with a 1/16 inch square notch trowel to the area to receiving the 

sheet (apply enough for one sheet at a time). 
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H. Work from top to bottom then side to side. Roll sheet firmly into adhesive for 

positive contact and to remove air bubbles. 

I. Remove adhesive residue immediately after each panel is hung with a mild 

soap/water solution and a soft cloth/sponge. 

3.5 CLEANING 

A. Remove excess adhesive at seams, perimeter edges, and adjacent surfaces. 

B. Use cleaning methods recommended in writing by wall-covering manufacturer. 

C. Replace strips that cannot be cleaned. 

D. Reinstall hardware and hardware accessories, electrical plates and covers, light 

fixture trims, and similar items. 

END OF SECTION 097200 


