
City of Portland, Maine Building or Use Permit Application 3R9 Congress Street, 0410 I. Tel: (207) 874-8703, FAX: 874-871 

LOC;]lion of Cunstruction:	 Owner: 

214 Pa rk Avenue Portland West NP 
Owner Address: Lea~eelBuyer\ Name: 

AJurcss: 

Youth 
Pa~t Usc: 

Contractor 'iame: 

Proposl.'d U.,e: 

Apartment - 3 units Same w/renovations 

Pl'OposcdProjectDescnption: CTIVITLES DISTRICT'(
Action: Approved 

)
 

Int/Ext renovatlons as perplans
 Approved with Conditions: 
Denied 

Signature: Date: 
Permit Taken By: 

Vlcki Dover 9/3/96 

I.	 This rennit application doesn't preclude the Applicanr(s) from meeting applicable State and Federal rules. 

2.	 Building permits do not include plumbing. septic or clectrical work. 

3.	 Building permits are void jf work is not started within six (til months of rhe oate of issuance. F:.llsc informa
tion may invalidate a building pennit and stop all work .. 

30-3185 15004
 
30-3186 15005
 

Call for pick up 879-8710 Nell Meltzer 

CERTTFlCAnON 
,~ 

I herehy certi fy that I (I1n the o\vnrr of record of Lhe named property, or that the propo.~td work j~ authoriled by the owner of record and that I have been 
authorilcd by the owner to make thi, application a~ his authorii'ed agent and I agree to conform to all applicable Jaws of this jurisdiction. Tn addition, 
if it permit f',r work dc~cribed in the application i~sued, I CI~l1ify thai the code nffici;]l's authoriLcd representative shall have the authority to enler all 
areas covered by such permit at any rensonable hour 10 enfonx the provisions ot the code(~) ~,ppli(;ablc to such pennit 

\ 'C\ ~t.J.<.~\\ 
~, 

ADDRESS: 

White-Permit Desk Green-Assessor's Canary-D.P.W, Pink-Public File Ivory Card-Inspector 

-5
 

onlng Approval: 3. c.<-.y:5" _
P#' M. \CrtJ/ ~ 

Special Zone or Reviews: lJ 
o Shoreland ~~ 
o Wetland~ """,,",,-1,°0 
o Flood Zone_ {:i~~-...$. 
o Subdivision ~, 
o Site Plan maj 0 minor 'f 

Zoning Appeal 
o Variance 
o Miscellaneous 
o Conditional Use 
o Interpretation 
o Approved 
o Denied 

Jiistoric Preservation 
1B"'N9 -District or Landmark 
o-DOes Not Require Review 
o Requires Review 

Action: 

.~ 

CEO DISTRICT I )' I 

~	 rJC1rtiM 

R 



~nspcclion Scrviccs Pl:mning and Urban Developmenl 
P. Samuel Hoffscs Joseph E. Gray Jf. 
Chief Director 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

April 13, 1995 

CHRISOM BRENDAN K & JAMES F PARILLA III 
34 HUBBARD RD 
DOVER NH 03820 

Re: 214 Park Ave 
CBL: 053- - B-004-001-01 

DU: 3 

Dear Mr. Chrisom & Mr. Parilla: 

As owner or agent of the above-referred property, you are hereby notified 
that as a result of its open condition, the structure poses a serious 
threat to the public health and safety. 

You are hereby ordered to make the structure secure by boarding up all 
doors, windows and other openings on all vertical walls of the structure; so 
that no damage to life or property, or fire hazard shall exist. You must 
also remove all debris, if any, from the yard surrounding the structure. 

Pursuant to State Statute 17, MRSA, Section 2856, the City has the right, 
and may exercise that right, to secure the structure and to recover, from 
you, the expense in so doing if you have not completed the order by 
April 20, 1995. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact this office. 

Sincerely, 

Marland Wing ///
 
Code Enforcement Officer
 

389 Congress Street· Portland. Maine ().4101 . (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-8716 • TIY 874-8936 
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Inspection SeIVices Pl:mning and Urban Development 
P. Samuel Hoffses Joseph E. Gray Jr. 
Chief Director 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

september 1, 1995 

Brendan K. chrisom 
James F. Parilla, III
 
34 Hubbard Road
 
Dover, NH 03820 

RE: 214 Park Avenue 
Portland,Maine 

(53-B-004-001-01) 

Dear Messrs. Chrisom and Parilla, 

Once again I am writing you regarding the structure you own at 214 Park 
Avenue, Portland, Maine. 

since the fire in April 1995, we have received numerous complaints regarding 
this building. The building remains open which constitutes a fire hazard 
and trash is being placed on the property. 

Because of its close proximity to other buildings and the lack of adequate 
maintenance, I feel this building can be considered a dangerous structure 
under state statute 17-2851. 

You are requested to contact this office within 10 days of receipt of this 
letter but no later than september 15, 1995, by letter stating your 
intentions regarding this situation and a time frame indicating how you 
intend to execute your plans. Failure to comply with this request will 
force me to begin demolition procedures. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to 
contact this office. 

sincerly, 

~ce9 
cc: J. E. Gray, Dir, Planning & Urban Dev 

M. wing, Code Enforcement Officer 

389 Congress Street· Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-8716 • 1TY 874-8936 



NEW ENGLAND PAVERS
 
Professional Installation of Paving Stones 

September 8,1995 

P. Samuel Hoffses 
Chief Inspection Services 
389 Congress street 
Portland,Maine04101 

RE: 214 Park Ave Portland,Maine 53-B-004-001-01 

Dcor Mr. TIoffses, 

I am writing this letter to inform you that I am in the process 
of putting my building and land for sale. I will contact you 
upon sale of the building. Also,please note that after the fire, 
I spent $5,000 to have the building boarded up and cleaned up. If 
I can provide you with any additional information,please feel free 
to call me. 

Brendan K. Chrisom 
a"mer 
214 Park ave 
Portland ,Maine 

P.o. Box 10197, Portland, ME 04104 Office (207) 871-1599 Fax (207) 797-0488 
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Inspection Services Planning and Urban Development 
P. Samuel Hoffses Joseph E. Gray Jf. 
Chief Director 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

october 23, 1995 

Brendan K. Chrisom 
James F. Parilla, III 
34 Hubbard Road 
Dover, NH 03820 

RE: 214 Park Avenue
 
Portland, Maine
 

053-B-004-001-01
 
3 Dwelling units
 

Dear Messrs. Chrisom and Parilla, 

It has been over one month since I last heard from you and no visible action 
has been taken on either the repair or sale of your property. This leaves 
me with only one option, to place your structure on the city's dangerous 
structure list. 

As you are aware, the close proximity to other buildings and the lack of 
adequate maintenance makes this structure a dangerous building. 

If this office does not hear from you, in writing, within five (5) days of 
receipt of this letter but no later than october 31, 1995, stating your 
intentions and a time frame indicating how you intend to execute your plans, 
I shall be forced at that time to place this structure on the demolition 
list. 

should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact this office. 

Services 

389 Congress Street· Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-8716 • TTY 874-8936 



,.	 d 

CITY OF PORTLAND
 
Planning and Urban Development Department
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:	 charles Lane, Associate corporation Counsel 

FROM:	 P. samuel Hoffses, chief, Inspection services~ 

SUBJECT:	 Title search and preparation for the proposed demolition of 
214 Park Avenue - Owner: Brendan K. chrisom, 34 Hubbard Rd., 
Dover, NH 03829 

/ 

DATE:	 November 9, 1995 

I am requesting that a title search for the above mentioned property be 
conducted and the necessary action taken to place this property on the city 
council agenda for demolition. 

I feel this structure meets the criteria of the dangerous building law 
outlined under subsection 2051 of the Maine Revised statutes. 

A copy of a report by Lt. McDougal and myself revealing our findings will 
follow. 

cc:	 Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director, planning & Urban Development
 
Marge Schmuckal, Assistant Chief, Inspection services
 
Lt. McDougal, PFD
 



CQrporation Counsel Associate Counsel 
Gary C. Wood Charles A. LUllC 

Elizabeth L. Boynton 
Natalie L. Bums 

Donna M. KJtsiaficasCITY OF PORTLA D 

November 13, 1995 

James M. Amendolara, Esq. 
Maine Title Company 
10 Free street 
P.O. Box 15009
 
Portland, ME 04101
 

RE:	 Premises at 214 Park Avenue
 
Chart 53, Block Lot 4
 

Dear	 Jim: 

The City is interested in demolishing a structure situated on 
the above described premises. 

Would you please provide me with a title search in you usual 
form. The title reference in the City's Assessor's office is as 
follows: 

Deed of Andrea Deforte, et al., to Brendan K. 
Chrisom and James F. Parilla III, by Deed 
dated December 14, 1987 and recorded in the 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Book 
6379, Page 169. 

Would you please direct the bill for your services to: 

Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director 
Planning and Urban Development 
389 Congress street 
Portland, ME 04101 

Very truly yours, 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:tmf 
cc:	 Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director 

P. Samuel Hoffses, Chief, Inspection Services 

389 Congress Street • Portland, Maine 04101-3509 • (207) 874-8480 • FAX 874-8497 • TTY 874-8936 



TO: Robert B. Ganley, city Manager 

FROM: Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director, Planning and Urban Development 

SUBJECT: Item for April 1, 1996 City council Agenda 
Demolition order - 214 Park Avenue 
Chart/Block/Lot t 53-B-004 

DATE:	 February 29, 1996 

Summary: 

The Code Enforcement office and Fire Department recommend the demolition of 
the property located at 214 Park Avenue. A videotape showing the conditioD 
of the structure is available for review. 

This structure	 has been the subject of a number of complaints since it 
received major	 damage caused by a fire in April 1995. We have been in 
contact with the owner about the present condition of the structure and 
explained to him the potential public safety and fire hazards that exist. 
The close proximity of abutting structures in this neighborhood increase 
potential hazards. 

Representatives of city Departments will be at the public hearing along with 
above referenced videotape of subject premises. 

Order #	 order of Demolition-(17 M.R.S.A. section 2851 ct seg) 
RE Premises at 214 Park Avenue-sponsored by Robert B. Ganley, 
City Manager 

Order #	 Order approving order of demolition RE 214 Park Avenue 
sponsored by Robert B. Ganley, city Manager 

This multi-family building has been abandoned since a fire in April 1995. 
Despite our attempts to work with the owner to rehabilitate this building, 
no effort, on his part, has been made to rectifyy this situation: This 
building has'been through a long, hard winter and .exposed to the environment 
causing more structural damage as well as severe damage to,the plumbing, 
heating and electrical systems. In some areas, this building is 
structurally unsound. This order gives the owner a £ina1 0 day period to 
raze the structure or begin rehab. After that 30 day period, the city will 
proceed with the razing of the building. This order 8 the approval 
required by state LaW before the city can demolish the structure. 

The two items r~e five affirmative votes for passage after an
 
opportunity for public comment has been given.-,
 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
MEMORANDUM
 

TO: Sam Hoffses and Gayland MacDougal 

ROJ(: Charles A. 
Ext. 8480 

Lane, Associate Corporation Counsel 

DATE: March 12, 1996 

RS: 214 Park Avenue Demolition 

The above-captioned demolition is scheduled for hearing before 
the city Council on Monday, April 1, 1996. 

Would you please have your reports ready for the agenda 
package on or before Thursday, March 21, 1996. 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:cal 

Copy to: Joseph E. Gray, Jr., 



CITY OF PORTLAND
 
Planning and Urban Development Department
 

I\1EMORANDUM 

TO: Charles A. Lane~ corporation Counsel 

FROM: P. Samuel Roffses, Chief, Inspections DiVision~ 
SUBJECT: 214 Park Avenue, 53-B-004-001-01 

DATE: March 20, 1996 

On March 19, 1996, Lt. McDougall and I inspected the subject property. In 
our opinion, as a result of this inspection, this building should be 
considered a dangerous building under state statute 17-2851. 

Following is a brief description of damage sustained by subject structure 
due to a fire on April 11, 1995. 

1. The structure has been vacant since a fire on April 11, 1995. Since 
that time, this office has received numerous calls regarding the building 
being open and people going in and out of the building. We secured the 
structure a number of times. The structure as is, is unsafe and constitutes 
a hazard. 

2. The structure received heavy structural damage to the rear third floor 
and the roof, making this sect"on of the building unstable. 

3. The fire caused damage to tbe plumbing, electrical and heating systems 
which makes this structure unsanitary and unsuitable for occupancy. 

4. No work has been done on this structure since the fire which places this 
building in the category of inadequate maintenance and dilapidated 

5. It is also my opinion that the owner has abandoned this building. 

A videotape.of subject structure taken by Lt. McDougall and myself during 
our March 19, 1996 inspection is available Ior viewing. If you have any 
£urther questions or require more in£ormation please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

c/rT~1'1M 5/ /5 
e-Aa b-r y' ;1-;1 '7
 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
MEMORANDUM
 

TO: Joseph E. Gray, 
Development 

Jr., Director of Planning and Urban 

OX: Charles A. 
Ext. 8480 

Lane, Associate Corporation Counsel 

DATE: March 21, 1996 

RE: 214 Park Avenue 

This is to advise you that I have filed an agenda request 
form, supported by reports from Sam Hoffses and Gaylen McDougall, 
relating to the proposed demolition of the above-described 
property. 

The Council will consider removal of the structure at its 
4:00 p.m. meeting on April 1, 1996. It is my understanding that 
both Sam and Gaylen will be present and will be prepared to show a 
video of the property to the council. 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:sc 

cc: Sam Hoffses 
Gaylen McDougall 

MMO. Gray. mmo 



AGENDA
 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
 

EVENING SESSION
 
APRIL I, 1996
 

The Portland City Council will hold the Evening Session of its regular City Council Meeting at 
7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. City Hall. The Honorable Philip 1. Dawson, Mayor, will 
preside. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

ROLLCALL: 

APPROVAL OF MINlJTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 

ROCLAMATIONS: 

ORDER 207 PROCLAMATION HONO I G OFFICER ROBERT PELLETIER 
(TAB 11) A POLICE OFFICE F THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY 1996 ~ 

SPO ORED BY PffiLIP J. DAWSON, MAYOR. 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

ORDER 208 ORDER ACCEPTING M LBORO GH ROAD, DEl\'lEREST 
(TAB 12) STREET, AND HU BOLDT STREET - SPO SORED BY ROBERT B. 

GA LEY CITY MA AGER. 

PubUc Works reports that Marlborough Road, Demerest Street and Humboldt 
Stre .t are now in a condition to be accepted as City streets. 

This order authorizes the acceptance of these streets as City str ts for highway 
purposes pursuant to 23 MRSA Sec. 3024 

This item requires five affmnative votes for passage: after an opportunity for 
pUblic comment has been givl'n. 



No public comment is required at this meeting. Public comment will be taken at 
the Council meeting on May 6th. 

This item requires five affinnative votes to accept and refer the budget to the 
Finance Committee. 

UNFINISHED BllSINESS: 

ORDER 130 ORDER PLACJ G QUESTION 0 B LLOT FOR MAY 7 1996, 
(TAB 14) REGULAR MU. ICIPAL ELE TION RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF 

CHARTER COMMISSION - SPO SORED BY COU CILOR THOM S 
V. KALE. 

This order calls for the election of a Charter Commission at the municipal election 
on May 7. 1996. 1t proposes that pUblic members of the Commission be elected 
on a district basis in the same manner that the district councilors are elected and 
that one pUblic member be elected at-large. 

At th January 17. 1996 Council meeting this item was tabled to the June 5,1996 
Council Meeting. Council will be asked to waive the rules and remove this it m 
from th table. Seven affInnative votes are required to waive the rules. 

PllBLlC HEARINGS: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

ORDERS: 

ORDER 2lO ORDER SETTING AND ADVERTISING PUBLIC HEARING 0_ 
(TAB 15) PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT RE: ELECTED MAYOR 

SPO ORED BY CO NCILOR THO A V. KANE. 

This order sets a public hearing for April 17, 1996, on the proposed Charter 
amendments to provide for an elected May r of the City. The hearing is required 
under State law whirh also requires that the propo ed amendments be advertised 
in the newspaper at least seven day prior to the hearing. 

This order requires five affinnative votes for passage; after an opportunity for 
public comment has been given. 

3 



ORDER 213 ORDER OF DEMOLITIO (17 M.R.S.A. SECTION 2851, ET SEQ.) 
(TAB 18) RE: PREMISES AT214PARK AVENUE-SPON OREDBY ROBERTB. 

GANLEY, CITY MA AGER. 

The multi-family building located at 214Park Avenue has been abandoned ince a 
fire in April 1995. Despite the City's att mpts to work with the owner to 
rehabilitate this building. no effort has been made on the owner's part to rectify this 
situation. The City has explained to the owner the potential public safety and fue 
hazards that exist and that potential hazards are increased by the close proximity of 
the abutting structures in this neighborhood. 

In addition, the building has been through a long. hard winter and has been 
exposed to th environment causing more structural damage. as well as severe 
damage to tbe plumbing, heating and electrical systems. In some areas this 
building is sUlJcturally unsound. 

Thi order gi s the owner a fmal 30-day period to raze the structure or begin 
rehab. After that 30-day period. the city will proceed with the razing of th 
building. 

This item requires five affirmative votes for passage; after n opportunity for 
public comment has been given. 

AMENDMENTS: 

ORDER 214 ORDER AUTHORIZ G A ENDME. T TO CITY CODE 
(TAB 19) SECTIO 14-49 (ZO G MAP AMENDMENT) RE: REZO NG 

'ROM R-3 RE IDENTIAL TO R-P RE IDENCE-PROFESSIONAL, 
VICINITY OF 400 ALLE AVENlIE - SPO SORED BY THE PLA. rN G 
BOARD, KENNETH . COLE, III, CHAIR. 

The zone change has been requested y the lot owner. Mr. William Dowd. Mr. 
Dowd proposes to demolish the existing house on the lot and construct a 
professional office in its place. The lot is 10,247 sq. ft. and is located adjacent to 
the All n Avenue dri eway entrance to orthgare. 

At i s meeting of Mar h 26, 1996. the Planning Board voted unanim u,ly to 

forward this recommendation to the City C uncil for approval. 

This item must b read on two separate days. This is its first reading. 

REQIJEST FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

5 



YouthBuild Portland
 
181 BrackettSt. • P rtland,M' 04102.207-879-8710. 207-780-1701 Fax 

April 26, 1996 

Mr. am I foffse , Director of Building and Inspection Services 
ity of Portland 

City llall 
Portland, ME 04101 

Dear Mr. Iloffses: 

As you arc aware Portland West eighborhood Planning Council is in the pr ceo of acquiring: 
th pro erty at214 Park Avenue which has recently been slated for demolition. We have signed 
a contra t, presented earne t money and cheduled the closing for next Friday, May 3, 1996. As 
you request d, I am providing here some infon lation regard iog our plans for 214 Parh. Avenue: 

Securing the property. Once we have taken possession of the building we plan to board up all 
door and windo s, remove debris from around the building, remove hazardou overhead debri 
and hire a sub-contractor to demolish and remove the burned r ar section of the building. One of 
our YouthBuild stud nts lives in the building next to 214 Park Avenue and he will be hired to 
k ep the front side walk and driveway cleared and clean. Tnis summer we will hire a sub
contractor to install a new roof, and attractive signage viII be affixed to the fr nt of the building 
explaining the future of the 214 Park A nue. TIl roperty wi II be insured a long "vith Portland 
We (s other propclties. 

End se of the Building. 214 Par\.. Avenue will become the construction training sit«;: for the 
Youth llild class of 1997-98. Thirty at-ri 'k youth will completely gut and rehab the building 
o er the cour'e of their year in the YoulhBllild program, a federally funded hou ing and youth 
d veloprnent project. When complete this hree unit property 'ill be sold through the city' Porl 
Lender program to a fir t-time, I w-income homeowner. The rental unit will be reserved for 
low-income tenants. Completion is cheduled for 'pring of 1998. 

Project Funding. Acquisition and rehab funds related to 214 Park Avenue have been secured 
from the City of Portland through appropriation of$110, 575 from the City's I10 E and CHDO 
set-a ide in the form of a bridge loan at no interest. Al o. nearly $600.000 from the U.S. 
De artment of Housing and Urban De el pment i being sought as part of this project to fund 
th YouthBuild program. 

Project Tim from our proposal to the City is attached. 

Please contact me with any remailling concerns. 

Sincerel . 

~ 
Peter Twichell 
YouthBuild Director 

cc: Mr. Charl s Lane, Corp rate Counsel, City of Portland 

A Pnrtland West Neighborhood Planning Council Project Affiliated With YouthBuild USA 



carpenter. fine W odWt rker and gen ral contractor and the YouthBuild irector has 
twelve years of c\PC 'ence in project management. Portia 1d West contracts \ ith Alpha 
One of .'oulh Portland for fiscal manag ment <nd utilizes Qcncrally Jcceptable 
accounring procc urcs in all its ftscal systems. 

Project Timclinc 

Task 'prine or, Summer 97 Fal197 Winter 98 Spring 98 

-Acquire Property x 

-Draw lip Plans x 

-Secure Financing x 

-Suhmit IlL\.) I' oposal x 

-Recruit Stuuenl: x 

·Seeurc Sit-: x 

-Enroll Student· x 

-Secure Bius from Suppliers x 

-Interior Demolition x 

-Framing x 

-Plumbing/Ekclric. Rough-Ins x 

-Dry Waii l"'la'i:llion X 

-Painting x 

-Install Cabin<:tl"")' x 

-[n tall Flooring x 

-Landsl'<lpe Site x 

-Exterior Repair x 

-Pass final Inspections x 

-Seck Home Guyer x 
,,", 



Inspection Services Planning and Urban Development 
P. Samuel Hoffses Joseph E. Gray Jr. 
Chief Director 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

Re: 214 P rl-. A enue October 8, 19 7 
BL. 53-B-004 

214 Park Avenue was removed from the demolition list and is being rehabed by Portland West 
Neighborhood Planning Council per P. Samuel F. Hoffses. 

389 Congrc Street· Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874.8716 • 1TY 874-8936 


