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Drew A. Anderson, Esquire 
75 Pearl Street 
POitland, Maine 04104 

July 8, 1996 

RE: 65 Sherman Street 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 

On May 17, 1996 a bui[ding permit (No. 960407) was issued to Daniel Scott Lee to change 
use/make renovations at 65 Sherman Street. 

At this time, it appears that worked has ceased. If this is the case, this office must be notified as 
this building is fast becoming a dangerous building as per Maine State Law and City of Portland 
Building Code standards. 

Any information you can provide this office regarding this matter would be greatly appreciated. 
can be reached Monday through Friday between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at 874-8704. 

I 

Sincerely, 

P. Samuel Hotfse 
Chief, Inspection· ervices Division 

cc: M. Wing, CEO 

389 Congress Street· Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-87 L6 • TIY 874·8936 



CITY OF PORTLAND 
Planning end U ban evel pm tOp rtment 

TO:	 Char . .4. LUll,' Associal C()Iporario/i Counsel 

FR0/11: I	 P. Samuel Hoffses:, fIief Inspect'oJ1 Sen'ic ~ DiviSiOll.~·/ 
( 

,'Ufl.TE T:	 r; Ie. '''arclt al / prqJllratiolllor propused dewolifiol1 (~r 65 Sherman SrI' 
18-D-J 9: 011'!' (U,./C{Qli 11, "CSt17 Cllf A, . oct' ,;res, 215 State ,. 'freet, Po"!,, nil 

DATE:	 .TUll' 1 (l, ] ;tCJ(i 

RNJIl . t a titre Sc lrelt be conducredf; r subject property and the Ilea SalT acriOl be l !.Cfl to 

pfrtcc if i.~· property on fhe' Ciry COUll 'il A6 ('11 !a.for deJlloliriolL. 

f{cel (Ii's srmcr ae me t,. tfIe criteria of the Dangerou. Bui/ding ode GUf!i! cd ill. ectifl! J7­
2(/SI~rT/;' !\1aif1c! Rej'ised, (utute. 

CC:	 ./o5'cpi E. '1".1'. Jr., fliT", PUD 
Lt. ,UcDuu<Jall, PFD 
},f " '!:f/1ucka!, J'f,<,q, CIt 'Ji l'CS 

:'1. Wi! :'. CEO 

....
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Ch, !Jl !\'IJISA!\'CES 17 § 2851 

'I. i\pl'lieation, This section ~hall not affect the applica­

tion of sla1<.: ;lnd fcder;d statutes.
 

1981, c. 172.
 

~('('I i"" SOO] "I. S(·q. of UtI" ;;, 

Libr:lry Rderences 

SUBCHAIYfER IV 

DANGEHOUS BUILDINGS
 

Scction .
 
2851. D;I!l~CrOUs bllilrli!l~s,
 

2852. Al'l'l'a]; hcaring'.
 
2553. l\111nicij):l1 officcrs may orocl' nuisance :lhated.
 
2854, 2855, He!'c;] lce!.
 
285G, Sccuring d:lngcrJ'-1S stn:cturcs,
 
2857, Reconling of notiec,
 
2858. Conscnt to remo\'aJ.
 
2359. Summary process.
 

§ 2851. Dangerous building-s 

'Vhene\,er the municipal officers shall find a builoing or 
structure or any po:'tion thereof or any wharf, pier, piling:; or 
any portion thereof which is or was located on 01' extend:ng 
from land within the boundaries of ti1e mU:Jicipality, as measur­
ed from low water mark, is structural],:.' unsafe; unstable; un­
sanitary; constitutes a fir,e hazard; is ~ablem' impl:oper 

lor lh.~.use.oi'-oc~~p'a~cy to which i~_i,lLconst[futesa' h-';;:zard 
to health Ol~~-fe-t);-beca~se'ofinadequate maintenance~-9)Japida=--"­
tiOJi,','obsol:esc~rice'01' abandonmen,t or is -ot'hen~::se-da'~gerous' to' ­
life 0;' prope:'ty, they ma,Y after'n~t'ice-and heal'ing on this mat· 
tel', adjudge the same to be a nuisance or dangerous and may 
make and record an order pl'escribing what dispos<l] shall be 
made thereof. 

1. Notice, The notice shall be sCl'\'ed on the O\\'ner <1nd all
 
parties in interest, as defined in Tille 14, section 63:21, in the
 
same \\'ay scrvice of process is mnde in acC'ord<1nc:e ,,'jth the
 
~\Iaine Rules of Ci\'il Procedure.
 

') 1\otice how p\lbli~;led" \Vhcn the name or address of
 
any owner 01" co-owner is unknown OJ' is not nsC'ertainaole \\'ith
 
reasonnble diligence, then the notice sh<111 be published once a
 
week for 3 successive \H:e],s prior to the datc of hearing in a
 

9 t~,,",In(" n<:v ~:.1:~. I,nf')n -0 2'11 
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Corporation Counsel Associate Counsel 
Gary C. Wood Charles A. Lane 

Eliz;lbelh L. Boynton 
Natalie L. Burns 

CITY OF PORTLAND Donna M. Kahiaficas 

July	 25, 1996 

Michelle Dorsey Brooks, Esq. 
Maine Title Company 
10 Free street 
P.O. Box 15009 
Portland, ME 04101 

RE:	 Premises at 65 Sherman Street 
Chart 48, Block D, Lot 19 

Dear	 Michelle: 

The city is interested in demolishing a structure situated on 
the above-described premises. 

Would you please provide me with a title search in your usual 
form. The title reference in the City's Assessor's office is as 
follows: 

Deed from Ronald A. Vincent to Carleton Investment 
Associates, dated October 22, 1984, and recorded in 
the Cumberland County Registry of Deeds in Book 
3047, Page 827. 

Would you please direct the bill for your services to: 

Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director 
Planning and Urban Development 
389 Congress street 
Portland, ME 04101 

Very	 truly yours, 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:sc 
dors~ybr_tl 

cc:	 Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director, Planning & Urban Develop. 
P. Samuel Hoffses, Chief, Inspection Services 

389 Congress Street • Portland, Maine 04101-3509 • (207) 874-84RO • FAX 874-8497 • TTY 874-8936 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
M E M 0 RAN DUM
 

TO: Joseph E. Gray, Jr. 
Director of Planning & Urban Development 

FROM: Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel, Ext. 8480 

DATE: September 10, 1996 

RE: Demolition Hearing on 65 Sherman Street 

A hearing regarding the proposed demolition of the property 
s i tuated at 65 Sherman Street has been scheduled for Monday, 
October 7, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. 

I am providing copies of this memorandum both to Sam and Mac 
so that they will be prepared to present a case at that time. 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:sc 
gray.2 

cc:	 P. Samuel Hoffses, Director of Inspection Services 
Lieutenant Gaylen McDougall, Fire Prevention Bureau 



Corporation Counsel Associate Counsel 
Gary C. Wood Charles A. L1ne 

Eliubeth L. Boynton 

N3t~1ie L. Bums 
Donna . Kalsiafic~CITY OF PORTLAND 

September 17, 1996 

Michelle Dorsey Brooks, Esq.
 
Maine Title Company
 
10 Free Street
 
P.O. Box 15009
 
Portland, ME 04101
 

RE:	 Premises at 65 Sherman Street
 
Chart 48. Block D. Lot 19
 

Dear Michelle: 

I was advised last week that the above-described property was 
conveyed by Carleton Investment Associates to 201 State Street, 
Inc. and that it is mortgaged to Pioneer capital. 

Would you please provide me with an updated title report on 
the property. 

The city still intends to go ahead with the demolition hearing 
scheduled for October 7, 1996. 

Would you please direct the bill for your services to: 

Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director
 
Planning and Urban Development
 
389 Congress Street
 
Portland, ME 04101
 

Very trUly yours, 

~ 
Charles A. Lane 
Associate corporation Counsel 

CAL:sc 
dorseybr.S 

cc:	 Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director, Planning & Urban Develop. 
P. Samuel Hoffses, Chief, Inspection Services 

389 Congress Street • Port!:lnd. Maine 04101-3509 • (207) 874-8480 • FAX 874-8497 • TTY 874-g936 



done. 

and fire hazard. 

Unstable - Fir 
to push out, etc... 
UllsunitRl'y - Damage to plumbing pipes causes unsanitary conditions 

building. 

type ofuse. 

of this structure since the May 1S, 1995 fire. 

FROM: 

thi 
within the area. 
as stated in ,Maine State Statute 17-2851. 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

1 proper for th 
ecause of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescenc 

dangerous to lift 

CITY OF PO TL:.AND
 
Planni 9 and Urban DeveloRment Department
 

MEMORANDUM 

J 

65 Sherman Street (48-D-019)----­
sep! E. Gray, Dir ctor, PI~ng & Urban Development 

P. Samuel Hoftses, Chief, Inspection Services Division 

September 25,1996 

On May 15, 1995, this building suffered major structural and roof damage due to a serious fire. 
ince that time, no work has been done to improve the condition of subject property. 

I 

The Code Enforcement Office and Fire Department recommend this stnJcture be razed. We feel 
structure presents a clear and present danger to the health, saf~ty and welfare of anyone 

We idso feel that this structure clearly meets the criteria ofadangerous building 

ince the May 1995 fire, no physical work as been done to rehabilitate the building. A building 
permit was issued on May 17, 1996 to make renova ions, however, to date'no wor ha been 

This stmeture is located within 10 feet of other residential buildings "nd constitutes a structural 

Uneler Maine State Statute 17-2851, Dangerous Building, it lists items whle constitute a 
dangerous building; unsafe, unstable, unsanitary constitutes a fire hazard, is ~nsuitable or 

use or occupancy to ,which it is put, constitutes a hazard to liealth or safety 
or abandonment, or is otherwise 

or property. I shall address soine of these items below. 

Unsafe - The fire caused heavy structural clamage to the roof and other areas ofthe building. 
and water damage has ca\lse the building to become 1I stable, walls are beginning 

Fire Hazard - Because of the close proximity to other buildings and becallse it is an open 

UnsnnitarylImproper fol' Use - In its present condition, this building cannot be occupied for any 

Constitutes R Hazard to HeaJtb or Safety - Because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, 
obsolescence and abandonment - No attempts h~ve been made to physically irilpmve the condition 



Ortler approving orde,. ofdemolition RE: 65 Sltermall Street ­
Sponsorell by Robert B. 'Gm,ley, aty Mallager 

Order ofDe",olitlon-(M.RS.A. Section ;2851 ct Seg) RE: Premises lIt 
65 Sherman Street-Sponsored by Robert H, Ganley, City Manager 

MEMORANDUM 

Robert R. Glmley, aty Manager 

Josepll E. Gray, Director, P/(lnning and Urban Develop7~ 
Item for October 1996 aty Oouncil Agentla 

Demolition Ortler - 65 Sherman Street 
CltartIBlockILot # 48-.D-019 

September 25,1996 

CITY OF RTLAND 
Plannlng and Urban Development Departm t 

Ortler# 

Order # 

This stru.clure lias been tlte subject ofa number ofcomplai/tts since it received majar tlilmage 
aused by II fire all May 15, 1995. We I,ave been in colttact witlt tlte oW1ler about the pre$ent 

condition ofthe stfllcture and explained to him the potentialpublic safety andfire ha,aT 
that exist. The close proximity ofabutting structures in tltis neighborhoO(l incre 'e potential 
hazards. 

Represent(ltives ofCity Departmellts will be at tI,e public hearing to answer may questions 
which may come up regarding tlte status ofthis property. 

FROM: 

SUMMARY: 

DATE 

SUHJE T: 

Tire Code Enforcement Office anti Fire Depqrtment recommend tfte demolition oftl,e 
property located lit 65 Sherman Street 

This multi-family blli/dillg has been abantlonedsi"ce thefire ofMay 15, 199 . A number of 
(l/tempts Ittlve been made to rehabilitate this building but due to the latge capittil outlay, no 
fiction has been take". This huilding has beeu througlt a long !tard winter and exposed t tile 
ellvironment cal/sing more strltetural damage ~ well as severe damage to the plumbing and 
!leatiug and el ctrical systems. In some areas, tlds builtJitlg;s structurally unsound This 
order gjves the OHmer "final 30 day period to raZe the buililillg or begin rellah. After tlzat 30 
(lay period, tl,e aty will proceed witlt tlte rating ofthe building. Tltis order seeks the approval 
requirel[ by State Law before tlte aty can llemolish the structllre. 

The hl'O items require five affirmative votes for pllssage after all opportunity for public 
comment has been given. 
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Mark Adelson
 
City of Portland
 
389 Congress St.
 
Portland, Me. 04101
 

Dear Mark, 

I am writing this letter per your request to let you know our 
intentions regarding 65 Sherman St. 

As of 10-16-96 we will be starting construction which will 
initially involve cleanout of the hallways and stairs leading 
to the roof. Then, reconstruction of the roof will begin. 

Once the roof is complete, the remainder of the building will 
be cleaned out. The next step will be the installation of 
replacement windows after which will follow: New gas forced 
hot water heating system, electrical, plumbing (including 
sprinkler system) and the finishing of all 16 units and common 
areas. 

The funds for this will be private. We are fully confident 
that the City of Portland, The Parkside Neighborhood, and 
Chris and I will be very proud of this building when we have 
finished. We expect to be completed and begin renting by 
t l prIng of 1997. 

If you have any questions, or if there is anything that I
 
can do for you, Please feel free to contact me at 775-3930.
 

/ 

Thank You, !!Ii 
-// / f/J / ­
~j//J-

Harlow G. Sternbe~g 

cc: Bill Tracy 



CorpOrnli()lI Counsel 
A<;~ocijlt\· COlln,rl 

Gary C. Wood CI1;u'les A. LIne 

Eliwbelh L. Boynton 

Nalalie L. Burns 

Donl1;\ M. Kalsi;lficlSCITY OF PORTLAND 

December 6, 1996 

Thomas F. Jewell, Esq. 
Jewell & Boutin 
465 Congress Street, Suite 408 
Portland, ME 04101 

RE: 65 Sherman Street - Demolition 

Dear Tom: 

This is to reflect my previous conversations with you concerning the above property. 
Although the City had commenced demolition proceedings, before the matter could be 
heard by the city council as required by statute, the new owners had undertaken 
substantial renovations. 

Under the circumstances, the City has withdrawn the request for demolition from 
consideration by the council. 

If the new owners should fail to continue with the work of rehabilitation, however, 
or if, upon reinspection, the building should prove to be a c~ndidate for demolition, then 
the City may initiate a new proceeding and seek its removal at that time. 

Very truly yours, 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:dlc 
c: Joseph Gray, Jr., Director of Planning & Urban Development 

P. Samuel Hoffses, Chief of Inspection Services 

jewell.ltr 

389 Congress SIre I • Portland. M;linc 04l01-3509 • (207) 874-8480 • FAX 874-8497 • TrY 874-89l6 



CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE
 
MEMORANDUM
 

TO: Sam Hoffses, Director of Inspection 
Services 

FROM:	 Charles A. Lane, Associate Corporation 
Counsel, Ext. 8480 

DATE:	 December 20, 1996 

RE :	 65 Sherman Street 

Pursuant to our conversation yesterday, I 
enclose herewith a copy a letter which I faxed to 
the attorney for the mortgagee of the above 
described property as well as to the attorney for 
the owner. 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate Corporation Counsel 

CAL:Cal 
Copy: Joseph E. Gray, Jr., Director of Planning 
and Urban Development 



Corporation COllI sl'I As'oria!t' COllllwl 
:\ry C. Wood Charles. "Lane 

Elizabeth L. Boynton 
N:tlalie L. Burns 

Donn;l M" Kalsi:lI"iC:lsCITY OF PORTLAND 

December 19, 1996 

Via Fax 874-6705 

David M. Hirshon, Esq. 
Three Canal Plaza 
Portland, Maine 04101 

RE: Property at 65 Sherman street 

Dear Dave: 

This is to reflect our conversation on December 19th. It is 
my understanding that the owner and Pioneer Capital Corporation are 
prepared to commit substantial funds to further rehabilitate the 
above-discribed property. 

After discussing the matter with P. Samuel Hoffses, Chief of 
Inspection Services, the city will defer any action which might 
lead to demolition of the property for a period of twelve months, 
SUbject, however, to the following conditions: 

(i) the building is not permitted to detoriate beyond its 
condition at the present time; 

(ii) repairs and improvements necessary to bring it into a 
condition where it qualifies for a certicate of occupancy are 
carried out in a regular and deliberate manner; 

(iii) no change occurs to the building which causes it to 
become an immediate threat to the pUblic health and safety. 

Very truly yours, 

Charles A. Lane 
Associate corporation Counsel 

JR9 Congress Sireet • Portbncl. M;\lnc 04101-3509 • (207) 874-8480 . FAX 874-8497 • TTY 874-8936 



Inspection Services Planning and Urban Development 
P. Samuel Hoffses Joseph E. Gray Jr. 
Chief Direct r 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

RE: 65 Sherman Street July 2, 1997 

This notice is for the files of 65 Sherman Street. Our office has re-evaluated both our microfiche 
and the assessors records in order to determine the allowable use at this time. The pre-1957 
assessor's records d show that 17 units existed at that time. There were no official permits to 
change from 17 to 16 units. At this point it is uncertain why 2 permits were taken out for only 16 
units. It is my determination that 17 units have existed since 1957 and can be continued at this 
time. There should be no increases to the number of units on this property withoulthe review and 
approvals of this office in the future. 

_1M~~~;~l~
 
Marge SchmuckaJ, Zoning Administrator/ Asst. Chief oCInsp. 'crvices 

To'( TOv~ ~~­
Irvh ()"'- I:<_C\)~s-k-4 

389 Congress Streel • Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-8716 • TTY 874-8936 
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Inspection Services Planning and Urban Development 
P. Samuel Hoffses Joseph E. Gray Jr. 
Chief Director 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

Re: 65 Sherman St. October 8, 19 7 
CBL: 48- D-19 

65 Sherman Street was removed from the demolition list and has been transferred to rehab per P. 
Samuel F. Hoffses. 

389 Congress Street· Portland, Maine 04101 • (207) 874-8704 • FAX 874-8716 • TTY 874-8936 


