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May 2014 
 
Barbara Barhydt 
Planning Division 
Fourth Floor, City Hall 
389 Congress Street 
Portland, ME  04101 

 

RE: 
DEERING PLACE PLAYSPACE PROJECT 
LEVEL I SITE ALTERATION DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
 
Dear Ms. Barhydt, 
 
Please find enclosed the required materials related to the Level I Site Alteration Development Review 
for the Deering Place Playspace Project. This application for Level 1 Site Alternation has been 
submitted on behalf of the Opportunity Alliance, the owner. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION / HISTORY 
The Opportunity Alliance, formerly Peoples Regional Opportunity Alliance or PROP, is seeking to 
make improvements to an existing enclosed play area at their Cumberland Avenue facility. The 2,675 
square foot enclosed play area is used by the preschool program run by the non-profit as well as 
some residents at the facility. This area is accessed via two gated entrances, both of which will 
remain. This project proposes the creation of natural play features, including a small hill at the center 
of the site that will accommodate a short embankment slide and sloped climber. There will also be 
other site features added, including a pavilion/play house, an arts and crafts space, seating, boulders 
and plantings. The site is naturally on a 5% slope. A new center hill will provide a route at 8% grade. 
The work also includes the replacement of approximately 44 linear feet of boundary fence. 
 
The City has confirmed that the project will require Level 1 Site Alteration Review due to the amount 
of fill required for the creation of the hill (43 cubic yards). The project otherwise meets the applicable 
standards outlined under the Administrative Authorization in Section 14-523c. The project creates 
less than 1,000 square feet of new impervious surface and site disturbance is limited, for the most 
part, to the removal of old woodchips to prepare for the improvements and some base preparation 
under the paved area. Please reference the enclosed memorandum from Tom Fowler, P.E. regarding 
storm water design. 
 
 
FUNDING 
The Opportunity Alliance has approximately $40,000 in funding available for site work. The plans 
submitted with this application have been developed to 90% completion.  It is anticipated that, upon 
review and approval of this application, comments will be incorporated and the plans finalized. The 
Opportunity Alliance hopes to issue bids this summer for the fall construction season. It is anticipated 
that the improvements will be phased, with earthwork and storm water will be completed as part of 
phase one. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS 
The project, as submitted and to the best of our knowledge, complies with applicable zoning and 
technical standards. There is no proposed change of use, and the project does not include an 
alteration of a watercourse or wetland as defined in Section 14-47.  Anticipated site disturbance is 
less than one acre and does not alter existing vehicle access or parking on site.  New impervious 
surface areas are below the threshold for Level 1 review.  
 
WAIVERS 
We are requesting a waiver of the Fire Department checklist requirements since there are no 
substantive changes within the defined project area nor is there an alteration of the drive or parking 
areas that currently provide access. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly as the Owner’s agent.  Please see 
the attached supporting materials. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Regina S. Leonard 
Maine Licensed Landscape Architect 
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May 20, 2014 

 

 

Regina S. Leonard 

Maine Licensed Landscape Architect 

29 Bridge Street 

Topsham, ME 04086 

 

  

Re: Deering Place Playground Improvements – Stormwater Narrative 

510 Cumberland Avenue 

Portland, Maine 

LC Proj. No. 13-152 

 

 

Dear Regina: 

 

I am writing to describe the stormwater management provided at the Deering Place 

Playground Improvements. We discussed the stormwater management requirements 

with City staff and learned that because the new impervious area on the site is less than 

1,000 square feet, strict adherence to the treatment standards of Maine DEP Chapter 

500 is not required. However, the project as described below, provides stormwater 

management and safe conveyance to an existing drainage system. 

 

Stormwater will be collected on this small site (total disturbed area <3,000 square feet 

and new impervious area <1,000 square feet) by perforated piping along the low side of 

the site bedded in the proposed wood fiber surfacing and in the crushed stone 

landscape border as shown on the Grading & Drainage Plan, Sheet L2. The perforated 

piping collection system will drain to a proposed 3’ diameter pre-cast concrete catch 

basin to be installed in-line with the existing 10” PVC drain line. Stormwater will be 

filtered through its path to the perforated piping by the wood chip play surface, 

crushed stone, and non-woven geotextile surrounding the perforated piping. Any 

overflow of the perforated piping collection system will be conveyed via surface flow 

through the grate of the proposed 3’ catch basin, which is set at the low point in the 

site. 
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To confirm adequate sizing of the existing drainage system, we estimated peak flow 

from the site in a 25-year storm event to be 0.23 cfs. We then checked the depth of 

flow this runoff would yield in the existing 10” PVC drainage line and found it to be 1.6” 

deep in the bottom of the 10” pipe, which is a very minor impact on this existing drain 

line. This drain line runs east to west beneath the site and connects to a catch basin to 

the northwest of the site before ultimately connecting to the City system in 

Cumberland Avenue. Based on the two calculations, supporting data for which are 

attached, we believe the existing 10” diameter PVC pipe has more than adequate 

capacity to handle runoff from the site. 

  

In summary, we believe the proposed stormwater system on this site provides 

adequate management and conveyance that will be protective of the play area, the 

adjacent building, and can be easily conveyed by the existing 10” drainage line that 

ultimately drains to the City system in Cumberland Avenue. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (207) 236-6757 or tom@landmarkmaine.com 

with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Landmark Corporation Surveyors & Engineers 

 
Thomas A. Fowler, P.E. 

 

Attachments 

 

cc: File





Deering Place Project Area 



Deering Place 
 Existing conditions photos 

Above:: View looking northeast across play area. 
Former wooden play structures have been 
removed. 

Above:: View looking northwest across play area. 
Stair access and existing concrete wall will 
remain. Fence will be replaced. 

Above:: View looking east  to play area entrance 
from sidewalk leading from parking area to rear 
building entrance. Fence and gate will be 
replaced. 

Above:: Existing shed will be reset in same location. 
Cinder block retaining wall, which houses existing 
catch basin will remain in place. 








