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May 15, 2013 

 

  

Mr. Ken Guimond 
Bayhill Building and Design 

174 South Freeport Road 

South Freeport, Maine 04078 

 

RE: Retail & Office Building Renovations 

660 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 

EDP Project #02412 

 

Dear Ken: 

 

The buildings seismic/wind resistance system consists of plywood roof and floor diaphragms and exterior brick 

masonry shear walls. The work being done to this building is primarily internal and consists of replacing some 

of the interior masonry and wood stud bearing wall with beams supported by columns.  Although we are 

removing a portion of the interior brick wall that exists, the wall is much smaller in size compared with the 

exterior walls and is not considered a contributor to resisting lateral loads due to its much lower rigidity. 

 

In conclusion, due to the lack of modifications to the buildings current seismic/wind resisting elements, it is our 

professional opinion that a wind/seismic analysis is not necessary.  By adding plywood sheathing to the floors 

which is improving the existing floor diaphragms and by removing a portion of the interior brick we are 

reducing overall building weight which also reduces the overall seismic shear force on the building. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

 

Sincerely; 

 

 

Larry A. Wichroski, P.E. 




