CITY OF PORTLAND, MAINE


ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
ZONING BOARD APPEAL 

DECISION
             To:  City Clerk

             From:  Marge Schmuckal, Zoning Administrator

             Date: May 23, 2011
             RE:  Action taken by the Zoning Board of Appeals on May 19, 2011.
Members Present: Phil Saucier (chair), William Getz, Elyse Wilkinson, Mark Bower Gordon Smith (secretary), Sara Moppin and Matthew Morgan.
Members Absent: none
1.  New Business:
A. Interpretation Appeal:

121-129 York Street, Harborview Development, LLC, owner, Tax Map 044, Block A, Lots 004 & 005, R-6 Residential Zone:  The applicant is challenging the Zoning Administrator’s interpretation of section 14-139(b)(1) regarding the minimum area required per dwelling unit.  The appellant has proposed a total of nineteen dwelling units on the property, but the Zoning Administrator has determined that the ordinance only allows a total of eighteen dwelling units.  Representing the appeal is the owner, Jonathan Culley.  The Board voted 7-0 to grant the interpretation appeal to build seven new dwelling units for a total of nineteen dwelling units on the property.    

B. Practical Difficulty Variance Appeal:

71 Carleton Street, David Peavy & George Schroth, owners, Tax Map 055, Block C, Lot 001, R-6 Residential Zone:  The applicants are proposing to replace the existing side entry porch with a larger side porch.  The appellants are requesting a variance for the side setback from the required ten feet to six inches [section 14-139(1)(d)(3)].  The appellants are also requesting a variance to increase the amount of the maximum allowable lot coverage. The maximum allowable lot coverage is 50% [section 14-139(1)(e)].  Presently the existing structure covers 70.5% of the lot.  With the new entry porch the structure would cover 72.4% of the lot. Representing the appeal are the owners.  The Board voted 7-0 to deny the practical difficulty appeal to reduce the minimum side yard setback requirement and to increase the maximum allowable lot coverage in order to build a larger deck. 
Enclosure:
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CC:  Patricia Finnigan, Acting City Manager

                  
                          Penny St. Louis, Director, Planning & Urban Development 
        Alex Jaegerman, Planning Division     
