Greater Portland Landmarks

Questions for Planning Board consideration of the Proposed Development at 321 Commercial Street (11/13/12)

Greater Portland Landmarks Public Issues Committee will meet later this week with Vin Veroneau of J.B. Brown to discuss this proposed hotel project.  After this meeting the Committee will discuss whether to take a position on the project.  However, since the project is moving quickly through City review processes we would like to raise a few questions for Planning Board members to consider in this workshop.  

The project site is located within the Old Port Historic District, making it subject to review by the Historic Preservation Board to obtain a certificate of appropriateness.  The site is a prominent gateway location.  The north side of Commercial Street presents an iconic view to passersby.   We would like to ask about how the building footprint is set on the site: what is the underlying rationale behind the proposed site orientation?   Have the developers considered having the building footprint conform to the property lines of this parallelogram site like the historic buildings do along the Commercial Street frontage?
Landmarks has often commented that buildings in Portland tend to be of human scale, reinforced by attention to the pedestrian realm and pedestrian experience.  These are characteristics that have supported the national recognition Portland has achieved as a highly desirable livable city. We would like to ask how will the project address the pedestrian realm and experience along Commercial Street, Foundry Lane, and Maple Street. Specifically we are interested in the pedestrian crossings at Foundry Lane and Maple Street, as well as the three primary entrances onto the public ways for the hotel, restaurant and residences. 

We appreciate the opportunity to raise these questions to the Planning Board as you consider this project and we look forward to learning more about how this project can complement the historic character of the west end gateway of the Old Port Historic District.

