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December 7, 2009

www.perkinsthompson.com

Mr. Alexander Jaegerman F -
Planning Division Director k!
Portland City Hall

Department of Planning and Development . o =
4™ Floor UEL =9 2009
389 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101 City of Portiand

Planning Division

Re: Petition for Discontinuance of Portion of Qak Street

Dear Mr. Jaegerman:

In accordance with 23 M.R.S.A. Section 3026(1), Lafayette Portland, LLC hereby
petitions to have that portion of Oak Street, so called, lying between Spring Street and
Pleasant Street, all within the City of Portland, as more fully described on the attached
Exhibit A, “Notice of Proposed Street Discontinuance,” discontinued by the City of
Portland without retention of a public easement.

The street was accepted by the City of Portland on April 19, 1828 as described in Pages
145 — 146 of Book 1 of the City’s street records.

[ have enclosed a “Street Discontinuance Application,” together with copies of letters
sent to public utilities asking them to detail whatever interests they have in the portion
of Oak Street to be discontinued. I also am enclosing, as Exhibit B hereto, a list of
names and addresses of all abutting property owners and mortgagees, as well as the
standard waiver and indemnification agreement provided by the City. In addition,
enclosed is the $2,000.00 fee that I understand is required to cover your administrative
costs, along with a $200.00 service deposit fee. Noticing of property owners and
mortgagees and legal advertisements will be billed separately.

The Petitioner hereby requests that you take all further action necessary to complete
discontinuing the above-described street, and that you inform me should it become
necessary for me to provide you with any further information, or to take any further
action. Iunderstand that the matter will be brought before the Planning Board for
workshop and public hearing, and that the Planning Board will make a recommendation
to the City Council. Final action on the street discontinuance will be made by the City
Council. The City’s Community Development Committee reviewed this proposed



Mr. Alexander Jaegerman
December 7, 2009
Page 2

discontinuance at its November 18, 2009 meeting and voted to recommend the discontinuance to
the City Council.

Sincerely,

- 27@6.74%

James N. Katsiaficas
Attorney for Petitioner
Lafayette Portland, LLC

w/enc.

ge: Gary C. Wood, Corporation Counsel
Mary E. Costigan, Associate Corporation Counsel
Richard Knowland, Senior Planner
Greg A. Mitchell, Director, Economic Development Division
John Peverada, Parking Control Manager
William B. Clark, Jr., Project Engineer, Public Services
Gus Tillman, Director of Operations, Lafayette Hotels
John H. Leasure, Architect

IC\L\Lafayette Hotels (13521)\Inn By the Bay (001)\Oak Street Discontinuance\2009-11-24 INK to Jaegerman.doc
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Alexander Jaegerman

Planning Division Director

Portland City Hall

Department of Planning and Development
4™ Floor

389 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101

Re:  Petition for Discontinuance of Portion of Oak Street/Utility Letters
Dear Alex:

Following up on the application of Lafayette Portland, LLC to Discontinue a Portion of
Oak Street without public easement filed with your Office by letter of December 7,
2009, enclosed please find letters from several utilities regarding this petition. In
particular, enclosed please find correspondence from Central Maine Power, Portland
Water District and Time Warner Cable of Maine, all stating that they do not oppose or
object to this petition for discontinuance. Portland Water District does have a water
main in this portion of Oak Street which it seeks to have terminated, and we would
accept this termination as a condition of approval.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

%;‘

James N. Ka 31aﬁcas
Attorney for Petitioner
Lafayette Portland, LL.C

Enclosures
cc: Gary C. Wood, Corporation Counsel

Mary E. Costigan, Associate Corporation Counsel
Jean Fraser, Planner
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Greg A. Mitchell, Director, Economic Development Division
John Peverada, Parking Control Manager

William B. Clark, Jr., Project Engineer, Public Services

Gus Tillman, Director of Operations, Lafayette Hotels

John H. Leasure, Architect

Melissa H. Murphy, Esq.

K:\L\Lafayette Hotels (13521)\Inn By the Bay (001)\Oak Street Discontinuance\2010-01-04 JNK to Jaegerman re utility
letters.doc
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Central Maine Power

December 22, 2009

James N. Katsiaficas
Perkins Thompson
One Canal Plaza

PO Box 426
Portland, ME 04112

Re: Oak Street Discontinuance
Dear Mr. Katsiaficas:

Please be advised that Central Maine Power Company has no objection to the

proposed discontinuance of a portion of Oak Street, so-called, in the City of

Portland, as described in the notice of discontinuance dated Nvember 24, 2009.
N

Sincere

/ ]
LA’l" ~
ice Richar

Lead Analyst, Real Estate Services

e J. Purington

An equal opportunity employer

Real Estate Services | 83 Edison Drive, Augusta, ME 04336
tel (207) 623-3521

www.cmpco.com
An Energy East Company
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Portland Water District

Frow Sesaco Lake To Casco Bay

December 2, 2009

Mr. James Katsiaficas
Perkins Thompson
One Canal Plaza

P. O. Box 426
Portland, Maine 04112

Re: Proposed Vacation of Oak Street Northerly of Pleasant Street
Dear Mr. Katsiaficas:

In response to your November 24, 2009 letter, the Portland Water District has a 6” water
main within that portion of Oak Street between Pleasant Street and Spring Street that your client
is proposing to vacate. I have attached a map showing our facilities in the area. We have
researched our records and checked in the field and found that there are no active services off
this water main in Oak Street. There are three old abandoned services that have been
discontinued that probably served old buildings prior to the construction of the hotel and parking
garage.

The District does not object to the vacation of that portion of the street provided that your
client make the necessary arrangements to have this water main in Oak Street terminated at the
main in Pleasant Street at his cost and to District specifications. This will include excavating
and removing the existing 6"x6" tee in Pleasant Street and installing a new section of 6" pipe in
its place. The existing 6" main in Oak Street may then be plugged and abandoned, but it should
be noted that all infrastructure on private property will become the owner's responsibility after
this street is vacated. The contact person at the District to arrange for this work would be Rico
Spugnardi at 774-5961 ext. 3199.

If you have any questions or need anything further, do not hesitate to call me at 774-5961
ext. 3057.

Sincerely yours,
PORTLAND WATER DISTRICT

Norman V. Twaddel
Right of Way Agent

Enclosure

225 Douerass STReer  P.O. Box 3553 Porrtiann, Mave 04104-3553
Pruone: 207.774.5961  Fax: 207.761.8307  Wes: www.pw.oRG
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FAX 207.871.8026

Alexander Jaegerman

Planning Division Director

Portland City Hall

Dept. of Planning and Development, 4
389 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101

" Floor

Re:  Petition for Discontinuance of Portion of Oak Street/Utility Letters
Dear Alex:

Following up on the application of Lafayette Portland, LLC to Discontinue a Portion of
Oak Street without public easement filed with your Office by letter of December 7,
2009, enclosed please find a letter from Troy McDonald of Sebago Technics stating
that FairPoint does have underground facilities in this portion of Oak Street but does
not object to the petition for discontinuance.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

i Qdﬁ-flfc&—\

James N. Katsiaficas
Attorney for Petitioner
Lafayette Portland, LLC

Enclosure

cc: Jean Fraser, Planner
Danielle West-Chuhta, Associate Corporation Counsel
Greg A. Mitchell, Director, Economic Development Division
John Peverada, Parking Control Manager
William B. Clark, Jr., Project Engineer, Public Services
Gus Tillman, Director of Operations, Lafayettc Hotels
John H. Leasure, Architect
Melissa H. Murphy, Esq.



ebago Technics

sebagotechnics.com

One Chabot Street

March 15,2010 MAR 1 6 2010 P.O. Box 1339

10065 Westbrook, Maine
04098-1339

Mr. James N. Katsiaficas Ph. 207-856-0277

Perkins Thompson Fax 856-2206

One Canal Plaza

P.O. Box 426

Portland, Maine 04112

Discontinuance of Qak Street, Portland, Maine

Jim:
Per our phone conversation last week this letter is in response to your latest correspondence sent
to FairPoint Communications, dated February 9, 2010 regarding the petition your firm filed with

the City of Portland for the discontinuance of a portion of Oak Street on behalf of Lafayette
Portland, LLC, the owner of Holiday Inn by the Bay.

Sebago Technics has been requested by FairPoint to assist with the Oak Street discontinuance.
Based on my review of FairPoint’s underground facilities there does exist facilities that provide
service to businesses on Oak Street and with access points at the telephone manhole at the
intersection of Pleasant Street and Oak Street and the telephone manhole at the intersection of
Spring Street and Oak Street.

On behalf of FairPoint, there is no objection to the discontinuance under the condition that an
easement is granted to FairPoint, which you have indicated is not an issue, with language
acceptable to FairPoint, for the purpose of use, maintenance, relocation, etc. I have attached a
sketch showing the approximate location of the underground facilities and would also be happy
to provide you with any easement language you require. For easement purposes FairPoint
Communication’s legal name is:

Northern New England Telephone Operations, LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability Corporation,
having an address of 1 Davis Farm Road, Portland, Maine 04103.

Once you have reviewed this letter please give me a call. I am curious of your time table for the
discontinuance of Oak Street if you will require additional items. You can reach me at the office
at (207) 856-0277 x282 or on my cell phone at (207) 329-0370 at anytime. I wish you well as

you move forward with the discontinuance process and am willing to assist you in any way I can.

Sincerely,

SEBAGO TECHNICS, INC.
Mo

Troy F. McDonald, PLS
Vice President, Surveying
TFM:tfm/dIf

ee John Caprio — FairPoint OSP Engineer
File
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Sebago Technics

Engincering Expertise You Can Build On

250 Goddard Rd. - Suite B
Lewston, ME 04240
Tel (207) 783-5656

One Chabot Siresl
Weslbrook, Me 04096-1339
Tel (207) B56-0277

WWW.SEBAGOTECHNICS.COM
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OAK STREET, FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS 1 OF 1
PORTLAND, MAINE
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Page 1 of 1

Jean Fraser - follow up to meeting re Oak Street/Holiday Inn

From: Jean Fraser

To: jleasure@maine.rr.com

Date: 9/14/2012 1:45 PM

Subject: follow up to meeting re Oak Street/Holiday Inn
cC: Barhydt, Barbara

Attachments: Section 1 - Transportation_8.4.11.pdf

John
I hope the meeting was helpful and here are the contacts as discussed:

e Re proposals impacting on-street parking spaces: John Peverada, City's Parking Manager (based at City
Hall) JBP@portlandmaine.gov 874 8444

e Re Crosswalk Committee (which would need plans showing details of how meets standards): Bruce
Hyman, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program Coordinator, Dept. of Public Services (55 Portland Street)
bhyman@portlandmaine.gov 874-8833

The City's Technical Manual (Section 1 is attached or you can get it on line
at: http://www.portlandmaine.gov/planning/sections/sectionl.pdf)
sets out the standards in Section 1.8 Sidewalks and Driveway Aprons and Section 1.20 Public Crosswalks.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further information.
Jean
Jean Fraser, Planning

City of Portland
874 8728

file:///C:/Users/jf/ AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/50533502PortlandCity... 9/14/2012
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Jean Fraser - Oak Street

From: Jean Fraser

To: Hyman, Bruce; Peverada, John

Date: 9/14/2012 12:12 PM

Subject: Oak Street

cC: Barhydt, Barbara; Margolis-Pineo, David; Zazzara, Rhonda

Attachments: DPS letter re discontinuance of Oak St 1.29.2010.pdf

John and Bruce

You may be contacted by John Leasure, an architect who has indicated to us he is working with/for the Holiday
Inn to help them better utilize the parking garage between Pleasant and Spring on the east side of Oak Street
(which was recently acquired by them but not originally designed to be integrated with the Inn). John Leasure
designed the Parking Garage and is looking at how to improve it so it can be more conveniently used by the
public/customers of the Holiday Inn.

John asked for a meeting with Planning (held this morning) to outline his current proposals, knowing that we had
been the lead Division handling the discontinuance request in 2010 (see below). We understand an internal set
of stairs is under consideration for the garage, but the main proposal is to replace the garage "opening" on Oak
Street with glass/smaller door and create a pedestrian and wheelchair link from the garage to the Holiday Inn
side of the street. Part of this proposal is to get rid of the parking (or most of it) on the garage side of Oak
Street (which is not metered) to provide access and improve visibility.

We advised John that the removal of parking space(s) would need to be taken to the City Council through John
Peverada and that the creation of a crosswalk (with alterations to curb and sidewalk on both sides) would need
to be taken to the Crosswalk Committee (with a detailed design that met technical standards) and the contact for
that was Bruce Hyman; John requested and has both your contact details.

BACKGROUND: We do know that the Holiday Inn would like to own QOak Street as it would make their
operations much easier- they approached the then CDC in 2010 to get support, but an application in 2010 to
discontinue Oak Street was not supported (at PB Workshop) and has not been reopened formally (also see letter
from Mike Bobinsky of DPS attached; also there were many members of the public who objected because Oak
Street is an important pedestrian link). In January 2011 the HI proposed a canopied vehicle link across Oak
Street (between the two garages, at the same place as the current proposed pedestrian link) which entailed a
revised profile to Oak Street - Matt Doughty and David Margolis-Pineo reviewed this idea and determined it was
not feasible or safe due to the steepness of the street and height of the necessary "lip".

We don't know whether this latest proposal will be pursued as there was no rep from the Holiday Inn at today's
meeting. However, in case it does develop into a "real" proposal and letters/e-mails to you, I wanted you to be

aware of the background.

thanks
Jean

file:///C:/Users/jf/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/50531F2CPortlandCity... 9/14/2012
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PUBLIC COMMENTS o..beL“"‘!

RE PROPOSAL FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF OAK STREET BETWEEN SPRING AND PLEASANT

As received Dec 2009/Jan 2011

From: "Chris Sullivan" <chris@kitetails.org>
To: <JF@portlandmaine.gov>

Date: 1/7/2010 6:04:46 PM

Subject: Oak Street proposal

Jean, I'm sorry for not getting back to you I've been in the shop the
last two days working on our new exhibit (opening Jan 21st). We share
your staffs concern about loosing the pedestrian right of way. We are
also wondering about the loss of the public parking spaces on the
street. There is about 10 spaces for cars along the garage side that are
available and would be lost. We are not certain if this will even have
an impact on us, but we are concerned because with each land purchase
around us we are finding less parking available.

Chris Sullivan
Director of Exhibits and Operations
Children's Museum & Theatre of Maine
142 Free Street
PO Box 4041
Portland, Maine 04101
T: 207-828-1234 x234
F: 207-828-5726
<http://www.kitetails.org/> www.kitetails.org

From: Christian MilNeil [mailto:c.neal.milneil@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2009 1:57 PM

To: Cheryl Leeman; Nick Mavodones; dss@portlandmaine.gov

Cc: portland-bikeped-comm@yahoogroups.com; Bill Needelman;
GAM@portlandmaine.gov; Hilary Frenkel; jaime parker; Nan Cumming;
jbeitzer@portlandmaine.com

Subject: Oak Street's value as a pedestrian connection
Dear CDC Councilors,

Scanning your recent meeting's agenda, I noticed that the new owners of the
Holiday Inn are petitioning the City to vacate Oak Street between Pleasant
and Spring Streets, in between the Holiday Inn and the adjacent parking
garage.

I'd personally like to register my disapproval of the proposal as it
currently stands. Oak St. may not connect for motor vehicles but it's an
important pedestrian connection between the Arts District and the
neighborhood around lower Danforth Street and Gorham's Corner. The new



workforce housing building that opened this summer, for instance, was sited
based on its proximity to jobs and services in the 0Old Port and along
Congress Street.

Right now, a pedestrian starting at the corner of Danforth and Maple Streets
(home to the above-mentioned workforce housing building, as well as a large
cluster of office businesses) can currently reach Marcy's Diner or LL Bean
via an easy quarter-mile walk via the Oak Street stairs - roughly a 5-minute
brip.

But eliminating Oak Street would leave an extremely long (0.25 miles)
stretch of Spring and Danforth Streets with no public comnnections to the
adjacent block. It would almost double the walking distance between Free
Street and Maple Street, to 0.45 miles. Psychologically the distance will
feel even longer, since the new trip would require a long out-of-direction
detour and a longer uphill climb. Invariably this will lead to fewer walking
trips, more parking and congestion problems during Civic Center events (due
to the fact that Danforth Street's parking lots would effectively be cut-off
and underutilized), and less foot traffic for the neighborhood businesses on
either side.

That being said, the current state of Oak Street between Spring and Pleasant
Streets has a lot of room for improvement. It feels unsafe, especially after
dark, and it's uninviting to walkers, especially from the Spring Street
entrance. The City should negotiate a "win win" compromise that preserves
24-hour pedestrian access, potentially via an inviting and well-designed
sally port, while granting development rights above to the hotel's owners.
The negotiated pedestrian access way through the unbuilt MaineHealth office
building in Bayside might provide a good example of a possible solution -
there, too, there was a desire to connect a garage with its building, while
preserving public pedestrian access in between.

For the time being, with no concrete proposal from the hotel's owners,
vacating Oak Street would only undermine the center city's walkability and
economic development prospects, with no clear public benefit. Instead, the
city should maintain its rights to the street, but express a willingness to
work with the owners to find a mutually-beneficial solution.

Cheers,
-Christian

The Vigorous North:

A field guide to the wilderness areas of American cities.
http://www.vigorousnorth.com

No virus found in this incoming message.

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com

Version: 8.5.425 / Virus Database: 270.14.73/2513 - Release Date: 11/24/09
07:46:00




January 11, 2010
To:  Chair Silk and Members of the Planning Board

From: Jaime Parker
Portland Trails

Re:  Request to vacate Oak Street

Dear Mr. Silk;

I am writing to urge that the request by Lafeyette Portland LLC for the discontinuance of Oak
Street between Spring and Pleasant Streets be denied. Having worked for years with Portland
Trails to improve the pedestrian network in Portland, I can assure you that the loss of this
important connection would be something current and future residents of the City would regret.
As it exists this street is an extremely important connection for pedestrians, and if anything the
link should be enhanced by the new owners.

Urban blocks should generally be between 400-600’ long, and this section of Spring and Pleasant
Streets already has block lengths that are longer, and thus a barrier for pedestrians. Certainly it is
important to work with developers and landowners to improve site design and function, but the
City should rarely, if ever vacate streets. Indeed many of the barriers to a fully developed
pedestrian network that Portland Trails and the City are working to overcome are a result of
previous street Right of Ways being given up. The loss of grid connectivity in the Spring Street
area is one of the more vexing remnants of Urban Renewal in Portland. We should be seeking
to improve permeability wherever possible.

Thank you for considering this important matter,
Sincerely,

Jaime Parker

Trails Manager

Portland Trails

Portland resident

>>> "Nan Cumming" <nan@trails.org> 11/25/2009 12:39:39 PM >>>
Hi everyone,

I need to second Christian's thoughts here. I use Oak Street to access
Congress Street from Commercial Street all the time. Yes, the stretch
between Pleasant and Spring is somewhat unwelcoming, but I use it anyway
because it's a necessity. Getting around the Civic Center is difficult
enough (especially with South St a dead end), I can't imagine a good reason
for blocking pedestrian access in this area even further.



I urge you to reject merely vacating the street. I was part of the team
that developed the pedestrian access facility in the Maine Health building
that Christian mentions. Although the development did not go through, we
were able to agree upon a sound design. If the City decides to pursue
alternatives with Lafayette Hotels, I would be happy to share what I learned
through that process.

My best,
Nan

Nan Cumming
Executive Director
Portland Trails

305 Commercial Street
Portland, ME 04101
phone: 207 775-2411
fax: 207 871-1184
www.trails.org
nan@trails.org

From: Christian MilNeil [mailto:c.neal.milneil@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2009 1:57 PM

To: Cheryl Leeman; Nick Mavodones; dss@portlandmaine.gov

Cc: portland-bikeped-comm@yahoogroups.com; Bill Needelman;
GAM@portlandmaine.gov; Hilary Frenkel; jaime parker; Nan Cumming;
jbeitzer@portlandmaine.com

Subject: Oak Street's value as a pedestrian connection

Dear CDC Councilors,

Scanning your recent meeting's agenda, I noticed that the new owners of the
Holiday Inn are petitioning the City to vacate Oak Street between Pleasant
and Spring Streets, in between the Holiday Inn and the adjacent parking
garage.

[rest of e-mail as above]

PORTLAND BICYCLE — PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PORTLAND_BIKE_PED@YAHOO.COM
207-772-1597

January 12, 2010



Re: Proposal to Vacate Oak Street

To the Planning Board of the City of Portland:

In a unanimous vote at its January 11th meeting, the Portland Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee resolved to express its disapproval of the proposal to vacate Oak
Street between Spring and Pleasant Streets as it currently stands.

This street-segment serves as a valuable and frequently-used pedestrian connection
between the Arts District and the neighborhoods around lower Danforth Street and
Gorham's Corner. Eliminating it would leave an extremely long stretch of Spring and
Danforth Streets with no public connections to the adjacent block. It would almost
double the walking distance between Marcy’s Diner on Free Street and the cluster of
office buildings at Maple and Danforth Streets, from a direct quarter-mile trip to a
meandering half-mile trip.

That being said, the current state of Oak Street between Spring and Pleasant Streets
has a lot of room for improvement. It feels unsafe, especially after dark, and it's
uninviting to walkers, especially from the Spring Street entrance. For many years now,
the hotel has occupied city-owned land without permission or compensation, by using
Oak Street and its sidewalks as storage space for trailers and vehicles. This could be a
golden opportunity for the new owners to improve access to their business and provide
a more welcoming experience for their customers.

Our Committee would be amenable to an agreement that allows the vacation of Oak
Street with strict legal easements, design standards on future development, or other
compensatory measures, but only if these measures would preserve and enhance
round-the-clock public access through this important corridor.

Thank you for your consideration.

Christian MilNeil

Chair,
Portland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

From: <rfoley8@maine.rr.com>
To: <JF@portlandmaine.gov>
Date: 1/7/2010 2:06:58 PM
Subject: Oak Street

Ronald Foley



37 Pleasant St

Unit #4

Portland, Maine 04101
207-272-3552
Rfoley8@maine.rr.com

January 6, 2010

Jean Fraser
389 Congress St
Portland, Maine 94101

Dear Jean,

I would like to express my opposition to the proposed discontinuance of Oak
Street between Spring and Pleasant Streets. I use that section of Oak
Street on a daily basis, and know that other area residents are doing the
same. I believe that closing this section would create a hardship for those
who would have difficulty walking the added distance up to High St or down to
Center St. to access the locations that the existing pedestrian passage now
provides. I urge your careful consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Foley

From: "Nathan Szanton" <nszanton@szantoncompany.com:>

To: <JF@portlandmaine.govs>

Date: 1/12/2010 2:37:47 PM

Subject: Proposed vacation of Oak Street between High and Spring Streets

Jean Fraser, Planner
City of Portland
390 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101

January 12, 2010



Dear Jean,

I am writing to register my strong opposition to the Holiday
Inn's proposed vacation of Oak Street between Spring and Pleasant Streets.
I am the owner of 53 Danforth Street, a 43-unit apartment building located

at the corner of Danforth and Maple Streets. I know that my tenants use
Oak Street frequently to walk to the Free and Congress Street area. If
this public way were discontinued, my tenants would have to walk all the way
down to Center Street or up to High Street - a significant detour -- in
order to get to the vicinity of Congress and Oak or Congress and Casco
Streets. That would represent a significant step backward for the
pedestrian connectivity-and thus, walkability--of our City. It would

significantly erode livability of the Gorham's Corner neighborhood, an
important, emerging district of our City.

I regret that I will not be able to attend this evening's
workshop in person, but I trust that you will pass this message on to the
members of the Planning Board.

Thank you very much for your time.
Sincerely,

Nathan Szanton

Fore River Company 5 Milk Street P.O. Box 7525 Portland, ME 04112 (207) 772-6404

January 6,2010

Jean Fraser

Portland Planning Department

Ponland City Hall

389 Congress Street

Portland, Me 04101

Re: Oak Street discontinuance application

Dear Jean

Thank you for the notice relating to the application filed to discontinue Oak Street between Spring and Pleasant
Streets. We own and manage the 90,000 square foot building at 562 Congress Street, which occupies the west side
of Oak Sheet between Congress and Free Streets.

Oak Street is a very important pedestrian connection between Spring and Pleasant Street-without it, the south side
of Spring Street would be perhaps the longest barrier without pedesffian access in the City. We areadamantly
opposed to removing this important public pedestrian corridor between upper Free Street and the Pleasant Street
neighborhood.

The City has recently convened a group to study alterations to the Franklin Arteial to minimize the obstacle it
presents.. It is not at all inconceivable that at some point in the future, the City will want to study alteration of Spring
Street to minimize the ill-conceived barrier which it forms. If Spring Street is re-designed in the future, the City
should have the ability to re-open Oak Street as a cross sffeet. A discontinuance now would eliminate that
alternative for the future residents of Portland.

Qak Street is an important view corridorto the harbor from the spine of the City. The City's existing policy of
preserving existing view corridors and encouraging creation ofnew ones should not be frustrated in this instance by
the contemplated discontinuance.



For the benefit of present and future residents of Portland,

1. please preserve the existing pedestrian route between Free and Congress Streets and the Pleasant Street
neighborhoaod,

2. please preserve the ability of future residents to r€connect Spring Street to lower Oak Streeg and

3. please preserve the existing view corridor,

Sincerely, e U . L' ( )'

Peter W. Quesada
S: \Real Estate\56 2 CongressS treetWlanagement\workshoopa k st discontinuance.DOC

Landscape Architects, Inc.

Ms. Jean Fraser, Planner

Planning Division, City of Portland

389 Congress Street

Portland Maine 04101

Re: Oak Street Discontinuance proposed by Lafayette Portland, LL.C

Dear Jean,

Thank you for taking the time to review the proposal by Lafayette Portland LLC to discontinue
Oak Street between Spring Street and Pleasant Street. It is our understanding that the applicant
wants to eliminate the public way with no proposed public walkway or parking. As currently
Proposed by the LLC there is no public easement that will connect Pleasant Street to Spring
Street in the area between the parking garage and the Holiday Inn.

As you know, Mohr & Seredin has been located on Pleasant Street for the past 20 years and we
are very familiar with pedestrian routes as well as parking patterns on Pleasant Street. The
portion of Oak Street that is proposed to be discontinued carries a significant amount of walking
traffic between our neighborhood. and downtown. South Street has no pedestrian access, up to
Spring Street and therefore the potential loss of Oak Street means that the neighborhood would
have to gain access to downtown via Center Street or High Street. We believe this will result in
a significant disruption of an established walking pattern and is similar in many ways to the
disruption of established circulation caused by Franklin Arterial which the city is now planning
to correct.

In addition to the disruption of the existing pedestrian walkway there will be a loss of unmetered
on-street parking on Oak Street. Our office staff utilizes on-street parking on Oak Street and we
know from our experience from the neighborhood that other businesses and residents use this
portion of Oak Street because it is unmetered. While the loss of 5 or 6 public parking spaces
may seem insignificant to the applicant, it will have a dramatic impact on the neighborhood and
our business because there are very few unmetered parking spaces within a quarter mile of the
section of Oak Street that is proposed to be discontinued.

We trust that the Planning Board will review the proposal and at a minimum require Lafayette
Portland, LLC to maintain a pedestrian connection and ideally provide a similar amount of
parking that will be lost if Oak Street is formally discontinued.

Stephen Mohr, ASLA

Tatyanna Seredln ASLA

,.ADocurnr t:,
lﬂ Pleasant Street Portland Maine 04101

(207) 871-0003
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