CHRONOLOGY RE TOW LOTS as of September 2009
Early 2006:   Public Safety Committee (served by Jim Adolf) considering general ordinance clarification re tow lot  licensing and as part of this the question of whether all tow lots were permitted under Zoning and Site Plan ordinances came up (Alex and Jean attended various meetings).
April 2006:  Legal (Jim Adolf) wrote to all tow lot owners and operators to clarify the City’s new ordinances generally and in relation to Site Plan stated:  [if they have not received Site Plan approval from City’s Planning Division]…must; “Submit a detailed site plan application to the City’s Planning division that includes, at a minimum, (a) proof of right title and interest in the property, such as a deed; (b) a boundary survey, stamped by a professional surveyor; and (c) a site plan, stamped by a professional engineer, that addresses fencing, landscaping, lighting and stormwater treatment.”…by Oct 31, 2006 or you will be removed from the City’s tow list immediately thereafter.  If you submit, you will be issued a license that will remain valid until June 30, 2007.
There were 2 tow lots to which this applied (both were operating without a site plan;  Warren Ave was nonconforming to zoning):

1. 58 Alder Street (Adams towing leases this)

2. 355 Warren Ave (owned by John Vance and used by several towing companies)

1. Alder Street Tow Lot

Nov 1, 2006:  application received and logged (from Steve Jordan of Adams Towing); “landscape plan” attached
Dec 10/22, 2006:  Alex Jaegerman, Barbara Barhydt and Jeff Tarling agreed basic standards for tow lots:  surfacing as per parking lot; for Alder replace fencing on Hanover St and set back 3 feet; close spaced evergreen along frontage to screen; lilacs along side fence; repair sidewalk

Jan 12 2007:  City wrote spelling out requirements in detail
Feb 13, 2007 :  Agent called Jean Fraser to get clarification; questioned high standard of the requirements (eg cost).

April 19, 2007:  Citys Licensing (Amanda Berube) enquired as to status; cc’d e-mails to JF indicating that they would renew this tow lot as Steve was showing reasonable endeavors.
May 9, 2007:  Agent said working on things and queried whether the Citys PW site was going to be cleaned up (Steve Jordan had raised this a number of times;  why one standard for him and another for the City?;  JF raised several times at Dev Rev)
May 30, 2007:  Revised plans submitted and reviewed. Jeff Tarling very clear he wants black vinyl covered fencing and suggested Boston ivy for the side screening

July 27, 2007:  City’s review letter to agent sets out Jeff Tarling comments and asks for site to be paved

May 5, 2008:  Letter from Planning asking them to confirm “by Tuesday, May 13th, 2008 whether or not the applicant wishes to withdraw this application. If the applicant wishes to proceed with this site plan review, please submit the revised proposals within two weeks (ie by May 20th, 2008).”

May 12, 2008:  Steve Jordan calls JF to confirm he wishes to proceed but can’t afford paving and fencing because of the high costs of fuel
June 2, 2008:  JF spoke to agent and suggested she set out what is proposed and why it will work and why asking for flexibility re requirements so I could discuss internally

June 11, 2008:  Revised plans and cover letter submitted;  circulated to Reviewers June 13, 2008 and in limbo since then.

July 30, 2008:  Meeting JF, BB, AJ to review June submissions and consider applicants requests re our requirements (eg re paving and fencing) (these were agreed).
August 8, 2008:  approval letter issued

(JF spoke to agent soon after that and they said applicant was intending to implement…)

