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SECTION 230553 – 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

IDENTIFICATION FOR MECHANICAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary 
Conditions and Division 1 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

B. Division 23 Section "Common Work Results for Mechanical” 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. This Section includes the following mechanical identification materials and their installation. 

1.3 SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data:  For each type of product indicated. 

1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. ASME Compliance:  Comply with ASME A13.1, "Scheme for the Identification of Piping 
Systems," for letter size, length of color field, colors, and viewing angles of identification 
devices for piping. 

1.5 COORDINATION 

A. Coordinate installation of identifying devices with completion of covering and painting of 
surfaces where devices are to be applied. 

B. Coordinate installation of identifying devices with location of access panels and doors. 

C. Install identifying devices before installing acoustical ceilings and similar concealment. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 EQUIPMENT IDENTIFICATION DEVICES 

A. Equipment Markers:  Clearly and neatly label with an indelible marker. 

B. Equipment located above the ceiling that requires servicing shall be labeled on the ceiling using 
a labeling machine.   
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2.2 PIPING IDENTIFICATION DEVICES 

A. Manufactured Pipe Markers, General:  Seton, Brady, or approved equal; preprinted, color-
coded, with lettering indicating service, and showing direction of flow. 

1. Colors:  Comply with ASME A13.1, unless otherwise indicated. 
2. Lettering:  Use piping system terms indicated and abbreviate only as necessary for each 

application length.  Size of letters and length of color field per ASME A13.1. 
3. Pipes with OD, Including Insulation; Full-band snap-around pipe markers extending 360 

degrees around pipe at each location. 
4. Arrows:  Integral with piping system service lettering to accommodate both directions; or 

as separate unit on each pipe marker to indicate direction of flow. 
5. Minimum length of color field and size of letters shall be in accordance with Uniform 

Plumbing Code requirements. 

B. Types: 

1. Self-adhesive type: Seton Opti-Code. 
2. Snap-around type: Seton Setmark. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 APPLICATIONS, GENERAL 

A. Products specified are for applications referenced in other Division 22 or 23 Sections.  If more 
than single-type material, device, or label is specified for listed applications, selection is 
Installer's option. 

3.2 EQUIPMENT IDENTIFICATION 

A. Label equipment with indelible marker. 

1. Letter Size:  Minimum 1/4 inch for name of units if viewing distance is less than 24 
inches, 1/2 inch for viewing distances up to 72 inches

2. Data:  equipment tag 

, and proportionately larger lettering 
for greater viewing distances.  Include secondary lettering two-thirds to three-fourths the 
size of principal lettering. 

3. Locate markers where accessible and visible.  Include markers for the following general 
categories of equipment: 

a. All scheduled equipment. 

B. Equipment located above the ceiling that requires servicing shall be labeled on the ceiling using 
a labeling machine.  

1. Letters shall be ¼” high, black. 
2. Label all equipment above ceiling that requires servicing or access.  
3. Red: Smoke detectors (SD), Smoke dampers (SD), and similar fire dampers 
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4. Green: HVAC terminal units; example: (VAV- #) 
5. Orange:  HVAC shutoff valves; example: heating main shutoff valves, main duct volume 

dampers, control valves, etc. (HWS, HWR) 
6. Locate labels on the ceiling grid, adjacent to the ceiling tile that provides the best access 

to the valve or item that requires servicing. 

3.3 PIPING IDENTIFICATION 

A. Piping Identification Types: 

1. Piping or Insulation 5-7/8 inch OD or smaller:  Snap-around marker or self-adhesive 
marker. 

2. Provide wrap-around pipe markers for outdoor pipes.  Install wrap-around pipe markers 
completely around pipe. 

B. Install manufactured pipe markers indicating service on each piping system.   

1. Install pipe markers to manufacturer's instructions. 
2. Identify piping, concealed or exposed.  Include service and flow direction. 
3. Install in clear view and align with axis of piping. 
4. Locate identification at maximum 20 feet centers on straight runs including risers and 

drops, adjacent to each valve and tee, at each side of penetration of structure or enclosure, 
and at each obstruction. 

5. At access doors, manholes, and similar access points that permit view of concealed 
piping. 

6. At least one per room. 

C. Unions covered by insulation: Stencil or label the outside insulation jacket of each union with 
the word "union."  Match size and color of pipe labels. 

3.4 ADJUSTING 

A. Relocate mechanical identification materials and devices that have become visually blocked by 
other work. 

3.5 CLEANING 

A. Clean faces of mechanical identification devices. 

END OF SECTION 230553 


