August 14, 2017

Ms. Deb Andrews
Historic Preservation Program Manager
389 Congress St. Portland, ME 04101

Dear Deb,

Thank you for including us on the September 6, 2017 meeting of the Historic Preservation Board.
The First Parish Meeting House Trustees and the congregation are undertaking a project to
make their buildings accessible to all. The project is being done in two phases. We are asking
for approval of only the first phase at this time as the second phase has only been developed to
a conceptual level and the construction of the second phase would not begin for at least two
years. We will return at a later date with a developed proposal for the Phase 2 work items. Below
is a description of the complete project,

First Parish Meeting House and Parish Hall- Accessibility Project

The accessibility project tor First Parish Meeting House and Parish Hall is long overdue and itis
extensive. It is projected to take as long as 3 years to complete. For this reason we would like to
start with a Phase 1 that would make the Meeting House and entry floor of the Parish Hall
accessible by fall of this year. This can be accomplished by employing the use of a temporary
ramp. This ramp would be utilized until the whole project is completed in 2020. The focus of this
phase is making the Parish Hall entry compliant with ADA standards. The importance of these
significant historic structures is well recognized and the proposed design solutions will respect
the historic features and details of these buildings while allowing them to become fully
accessible.

Phase 1 (completion by the Fall of 2017) consists of:

1. Atemporary ramp will be erected, similar to, but more substantial than the one used at the
City Hall while the side accessible entry was being reconstructed in 2016. With the handrail
removed, the ramp will connect to a 10' long temporary landing extension on the eastern side
of the existing landing. The first section of the ramp will be 30' long. This section terminates at
a 10'x 5’ landing. A second ramp section of 20 reverses direction and returns near the
bottom of the stair. This ramp is temporary and would be taken down and removed when
Phase 2 is operational. The ramp will be supplied and installed by Amramp. A drawing and
brochure are attached.

2. Reconstructing the Parish Hall two sets of front exterior doors and framing. Two sets of pairs
of 28" panel doors currently exist at the two ends of the entry vestibule. One of the doors of
each pair will need to be 36" in width. The 36" door will be paired with a 20" operable, but
floor bolted, door. The 20" door will match the 36" door in design and detail. The ~5" stiles
will be the same on each door and the middle panel will vary. M R Brewer Fine Woodworking
will be building and installing the complete exterior door framing system and the two sets of
doors.

3. Asmall ~ 2' long ramp, located at the threshold below the iron gate entry to the Parish Hall
lawn and garden, is necessary to make the existing path end accessible. This ramp will be
temporary and will be removed when Phase 2 is operational.

4. AtaMay, 2017 meeting in City Hall with Jon Jennings and Jeff Levine we requested that a
Handicapped parking space on Congress Street in front of the Meeting House be designated
and appropriately marked. Al the meeling, it was agreed that the City would do this in the
near future. This was accomplished in July and is currently in aclive use.
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Phase 2 (completion no later than the Fall of 2020) consists of:

1.

Removing the existing egress stair tower located in the rear of the Parish Hall and replacing it
with a new code-compliant egress stair and elevator. This elevator will connect the three
floors of the Parish Hall and provide accessibility to all of these floors as well as the Meeting
House that is located at the same level as the 1st floor of the Parish Hall. The accessible
access will be through the 1* floor of the Parish Hall.

The accessible route from the front of 1st Parish Meeting House and Parish Hall is proposed
to lead up the east side of the Parish Hall on Freshman Alley to a new entry door and
vestibule that will be quite visible from Congress St. This door will be appropriately power-
operated, signed, lighted, secured and covered with a proposed 4' deep x10' wide canopy.

At the May, 2017 meeting with Jon Jennings and Jeff Levine we asked about the City's
schedule for repairing the surface of Freshman Alley adjacent to 1st Parish Hall. We asked
that it be completed before the completion of the accessibility project for 1% Parish. Mr.
Jennings said that he was confident that this work would be accomplished by then.

The original granite front stairway will be uncovered, cleaned and preserved. Over time the
original handrail system was removed and replaced with an inadequalte system. This
inadequate system led the congregation to add the current overlay stairway and handrails to
facilitate easier access to the facilities. We propose to remove the overlay landing and stairs
and install a compliant guardrail/ handrail system constructed of painted steel attached to the
original granite stairway.

Thank you for your assistance on this project.

Sincerely

Ted Oldham for Stephen Jenks and the Trustees of First Parish Meeting House

Attachments:

1. HP application for Certificate of Appropriateness
2. 1% Parish Accessibility Project Drawings: 1a, 1b, 2a,2b, A, B, C, D, & E
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1
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Pursuant to review under the City of Portland's Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 14, Article IX of
the Portland City Code), application is hereby made for a Certificate of Appropriatencss for the following
work on the specified historic property:

PROJECT ADDRESS:

-
CHART/BLOCK/LOT: /2] 2 2/7% (forsuftusc onky)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Describe below each major component of your project. Describe how the
proposed work will impact existing architectural features and/or building materials. If more space 1s needed,
continue on a separate page. Attach drawings, photographs and/or specifications as necessary to fully
illustrate your project—see following page for suggested attachments.

SEE ,471/724 Her (ETER.
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ATTACHMENTS
To supplement your application, please submit the following items, as applicable to your project.
Keep in mind that the information you provide the TTistoric Preservation Board and staff ss the only

description they will have of your project or design. Therefore, it should precisely illustrate the proposed
alteration(s).

Y Exterior photographs (required for all applications.) Include general streetscape view, view of entire
building & close-ups of affected area.

Sketches or elevation drawings at a minimum 1/4” scale. Please label relevant dimensions. All plans
shall be submitted 1n 117 x 17” format except for major projects, where 22”7 x 34” plans are
requested. Applicants for major projects should submit one (1) 117 x 17” copy for scanning
purposes.

Details or sections, where applicable.

Floor plans, where applicable.

Site plan showing relative location of adjoining structures.

v/ Catalog cuts or product information (e.g. proposed windows, doors, lighting fixtures)

Materials - list all visible exterior materials. Samples are helpful.

Other{explain)

If you have any questions or need assistance in completing this form, please contact Historic Preservation
stalf: Deb Andrews (874-8726) or by c-mail at dga(@portdandmainc.gov

Please return this form, application fee (see attached fee schedule), and related materials to:

Historic Preservation Program

Department of Planning and Urban Development
Portland City Hall, 4% Floor

389 Congress Street

Portland, ME 04101
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CONTACT INFORMATION:
APPLICANT .
Name: 07/2 A JeNKS
Address: [/ / ’\/“/L// <& 7‘

treiis m/’/ wE
Zip Code: 74 ‘/ /2 C
Work #:
Cell #:
Fax #:
Home: 0 7 o 7 Z 7"’/,4‘)
E-mail: 5727/ 217 Jpu ks

o
& HE 2 st
BILLING ADDRESS

Name: _72/2 aLP H e
Address: //'/6 VK [/63' AR (/7_
4/ﬁ/ s //ljf wtE

Zip: 24107 Z

Work #:

Cell #: & 2/ :.5 /: :.';;.; / 74:-,4‘
Fax #:

fome: N1 BT Wl T

E-mail: 7"‘/4/ s u /& y1a4s¢ € 7P E-mail:

CONTRACTOR
Name: Aud ro v =

Address: (/U A pl / FrrE LT o
J

Zip Code:

Work #: 70-7 Z o Z 'Z/g
Cell #:

Fax #:

Home:

E-mail: V] & K . o 11 ',,-'_‘7,- o

Applicant’s Signature

PROPERTY OWNER

Name:

Address: o

Zip Code:
Work #:

Cell #:

Fax #:

Home:

E-mail:

ARCHITECT

Name:

Address:

Zip:

Work #:

Cell #:

Fax #:

Home:

AR, Lo

Owner’s Signature (if different)
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