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SECTION 260533 - RACEWAYS AND BOXES FOR ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 
Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 

1. Metal conduits, tubing, and fittings. 
2. Nonmetal conduits, tubing, and fittings. 
3. Boxes, enclosures, and cabinets. 

B. Related Requirements: 

1. Section 280528 "Pathways for Electronic Safety and Security" for conduits and boxes serving 
electronic safety and security. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 METAL CONDUITS, TUBING, AND FITTINGS 

A. Listing and Labeling:  Metal conduits, tubing, and fittings shall be listed and labeled as defined in 
NFPA 70, by a qualified testing agency, and marked for intended location and application. 

B. EMT:  Comply with ANSI C80.3 and UL 797. 

C. Fittings for Metal Conduit:  Comply with NEMA FB 1 and UL 514B. 

1. Fittings for EMT: 

a. Material:  Steel or die cast. 
b. Type:  Setscrew or compression. 

2.2 BOXES, ENCLOSURES, AND CABINETS 

A. General Requirements for Boxes, Enclosures, and Cabinets:  Boxes, enclosures, and cabinets installed in 
wet locations shall be listed for use in wet locations. 

B. Small Sheet Metal Pull and Junction Boxes:  NEMA OS 1. 



 

 

PORTLAND HIGH SCHOOL FIRE ALARM UPGRADE 4041.00 

RACEWAYS AND BOXES FOR 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

06.12.15 260533 - 2 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 RACEWAY APPLICATION 

A. Indoors:  Apply raceway products as specified below unless otherwise indicated: 

1. Exposed, Not Subject to Physical Damage:  EMT. 
2. Boxes and Enclosures:  NEMA 250, Type 1. 

B. Minimum Raceway Size:  1/2-inch trade size. 

C. Raceway Fittings:  Compatible with raceways and suitable for use and location. 

1. EMT:  Use setscrew or compression, steel or cast-metal fittings.  Comply with NEMA FB 2.10. 
2. Flexible Conduit:  Use only fittings listed for use with flexible conduit.  Comply with 

NEMA FB 2.20. 

3.2 INSTALLATION 

A. Comply with NECA 1 and NECA 101 for installation requirements except where requirements on 
Drawings or in this article are stricter.  Comply with NFPA 70 limitations for types of raceways allowed in 
specific occupancies and number of floors. 

B. Keep raceways at least 6 inches away from parallel runs of flues and steam or hot-water pipes.  Install 
horizontal raceway runs above water and steam piping. 

C. Complete raceway installation before starting conductor installation. 

D. Comply with requirements in Section 260529 "Hangers and Supports for Electrical Systems" for hangers 
and supports. 

E. Install no more than the equivalent of three 90-degree bends in any conduit run except for control 
wiring conduits, for which fewer bends are allowed.  Support within 12 inches of changes in direction. 

F. Install conduits parallel or perpendicular to building lines. 

G. Support conduit within 12 inches of enclosures to which attached. 

H. Terminate threaded conduits into threaded hubs or with locknuts on inside and outside of boxes or 
cabinets.  Install bushings on conduits up to 1-1/4-inch trade size and insulated throat metal bushings on 
1-1/2-inch trade size and larger conduits terminated with locknuts.  Install insulated throat metal 
grounding bushings on service conduits. 

I. Install raceways square to the enclosure and terminate at enclosures with locknuts.  Install locknuts 
hand tight plus 1/4 turn more. 

J. Do not rely on locknuts to penetrate nonconductive coatings on enclosures.  Remove coatings in the 
locknut area prior to assembling conduit to enclosure to assure a continuous ground path. 

K. Cut conduit perpendicular to the length.  For conduits 2-inch trade size and larger, use roll cutter or a 
guide to make cut straight and perpendicular to the length. 
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L. Install pull wires in empty raceways.  Use polypropylene or monofilament plastic line with not less than 
200-lb tensile strength.  Leave at least 12 inches of slack at each end of pull wire.  Cap underground 
raceways designated as spare above grade alongside raceways in use. 

M. Mount boxes at heights indicated on Drawings.  If mounting heights of boxes are not individually 
indicated, give priority to ADA requirements.  Install boxes with height measured to center of box unless 
otherwise indicated. 

N. Locate boxes so that cover or plate will not span different building finishes. 

O. Support boxes of three gangs or more from more than one side by spanning two framing members or 
mounting on brackets specifically designed for the purpose. 

P. Fasten junction and pull boxes to or support from building structure.  Do not support boxes by conduits. 

END OF SECTION 260533 


