September 17, 2013

To whom it may concern,

My name is Liv Chase and my partner, Brent Adler and I are the owners of 52 Federal St., 49-51 Hancock St, and soon to be owners of 48 Hancock St. These three properties are less than a block from Bayhouse I and Bayhouse II development site. These three properties comprise of a total of eleven units. In these eleven units are seventeen tenants. I currently hold four off street parking spots (two of which I recently added). My tenant’s rely heavily on the availability of on-street parking. My ability to rent out my units relies on the fact that there is a significant amount of on-street parking available.

The previous use of the Bayhouse Phase I site was the Village Café Restaurant which provided off street parking for its customers. The previous use of the Bayhouse Phase II site was a parking lot where residents of the neighborhood could rent parking.

The addition of Bayhouse Phase I is adding 86 units which will most likely add between 86-172 new residents to the neighborhood. The addition of Bayhouse Phase II is adding 39 units which will most likely add between 39-78 new residents to the neighborhood.

In a perfect world, every Bayhouse unit would be sold with off street parking and every new resident would only have 1 vehicle. In this day and age, I would find this hard to believe. I have not done any professional studies on this development in relation to the neighborhood impact, but I could speculate that a large fluctuation of vehicles receiving on-street parking stickers will have a very high impact on current residents in my neighborhood.

As an example, let’s say 50% of all units the Bayhouse sells are purchased by individuals/groups with 2 or more cars (that’s 188 cars!) Now, 125 cars can be parked on site but that would leave 63 new cars that all need parking. How many spots are really available in the neighborhood for on-street parking? 

This problem could be solved in one of 2 ways:

1) A restriction on parking stickers that are given out to Bayhouse residents. Bayhouse residents would not be allowed to receive an on-street parking sticker. If the resident had more than one vehicle, he/she would need to pay to park at the Ocean Gate Garage or similar parking infrastructure. (I believe that Bayhouse has reserved spots in the garage for this purpose)

2) A new parking zone just for the Bayhouse which would only include the streets surrounding the development (Middle St. from India St. to Hancock St., Newbury St from India St. to Hancock St., and Hancock St. from Newbury St. to Middle St.) In this case, any Bayhouse resident could receive an on-street parking sticker but they would be restricted to a small area. This in turn would not impact the surrounding neighborhood residents.

In conclusion, I am not opposed to development, but I do believe that there are responsibilities tied to development. The addition of 125 units in my neighborhood will most definitely impact my tenants and myself on a number of levels. There will be increased traffic and congestion, more people on the street but still the same number of amenities/ businesses, and less on-street parking. The City of Portland has no control over the impact of all these new residents to the neighborhood, but it does have control over on-street parking. I ask you to consider this on-street parking and the idea of restricting the use of on-street parking to Bayhouse residents.

Thank you for your time.

Regards,

Liv Chase

PS I apologize if any of this information has already been addressed, as I have not been able to attend any prior development meetings.
