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Applicants submittals including site plan & truck route - July 2014 

` 
INTERMODAL STAGING YARD 

122 ANDERSON ST. 
PORTLAND, ME 04101 

 
This site is located in an I-lb industrial zone which specifically 
enumerates “Intermodal use” as allowed. 
 
Transportation Standards: 
 
The proposed use will not create or aggravate any significant 
hazard to safety nor lower the level of service to any street. 
 

 
1. The traffic pattern required for this operation is straightforward 

and with ample stop signs, lighting and traffic signals.  Attached is 
a route map that shows the routing. The exit driveway of the site 
has signage and a design that does not allow left turn exits. This 
prevents vehicles from passing residential areas. All the trucks in 
this area move at a slow pace. This is not a highway but rather a 
delivery area driven at delivery speed. The hazard should be no 
greater then it is now, which is low. 

 
2. Site lines in and out of the facility are very good, in excess of 250’ 

in either direction. 
 

3. “Way finding” will be done by use of Nova Stars web site, GPS, and 
a direction map as attached. Signage at the entrance will state that 
it is the Nova Star intermodal staging yard and an entrance sign is 
in place. 

 
4. The vehicles will start being released at 8:15 in a metered time 

frame to prevent a surge of vehicles.  All vehicles will have 
departed by 9:00 P.M., a full hour before the implementation of 
the stricter 50 decimal requirement.       

 
                                                     
             



 
 
Access and Circulation: 

This is a large site which allows for comfortable maneuvering of 
vehicles. As seen on the attached plan, the vehicles will drive into the 
gated area and circle to get into one of two types of cueing lanes. 
 

1. The property has two curb cuts, both of which accommodate two 
way vehicle movements. This particular intermodal use will rarely 
have two way truck movements, but it can handle them in any event. 
The vehicles will be showing up during the afternoon hours. When 
the ferry is ready for them, (usually around 8:15 in the evening) the 
crew will release a vehicle every two minutes. They will be going out 
with no trucks coming in at that time. 

 
2. The operating hours of the businesses and the community center on 

this site are conducive to their operation. 
A. Tandem Coffee is open from early morning to mid-afternoon.  Their 

customers mostly use the smaller two-way drive shared with the community 
center. 

B. The community center has varying operating times which mostly start in the 
mid-afternoon.  The Community Center operates on the other side of the 
property using a different driveway and is separated by a “jersey barrier” to 
provide vehicle movement safety. 

C. Bunker brewery brews beer all day but not in the evening with the exception 
of occasional “tastings” which occur in the late afternoon and early evening.  
The parking lot shared with Tandem Coffee accommodates their parking 
needs. 

 

3. With regard to the vehicle circulation and noise levels, all vehicles 
with refrigeration equipment for cooling will line up in a row at the 
furthest point from any residential zone, (Approximately 300’+) as 
shown on this plan. The next row will be for regular freight vehicles.  
Not only will these not have refrigeration compressors but their 
trailers and box van shapes will deflect any noise away from the 
residential zone. 

 

4. The truck movements on the site will be slow and smooth. Rarely 
would they be backing up. It seems highly unlikely that any 
vibrations will be caused and certainly not felt over 200 to 300 feet 
away across one and two city streets. 

 



5. The Intermodal yard is surrounded by a security chain link fence and 
is lit by lights which face away from the residential area toward the 
back of other commercial buildings. 

 

6. Fire safety and security, if any, will be easy to address as the access 
gate will be open at all times. 



From: Mike Cardente <mike@cardente.com>
To: Jean Fraser <JF@portlandmaine.gov>, Barbara Barhydt <bab@portlandmaine.gov>
Date: 7/21/2014 7:14 AM
Subject: 122 Anderson Street Traffic

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: *Doug Cardente* <doug@cardente.com>
Date: Friday, July 18, 2014
Subject: Alternate routing
To: Mike Cardente <Mike@cardente.com>

The safest and quietest route:  The entrance and exit driveway into this
property is and always has been at a 45 degree angle to Anderson Street.
This was done for the purpose of allowing vehicles to enter and exit
without hindering traffic flow. Further, by exiting the property at the 45
degree angle, the vehicles do not have to cross over into the opposite lane
which is much safer.

Once on Anderson street, each side of the road is fronted by commercial
buildings. Noise and residential activities are of less concern. Then a
right turn onto Fox street (a right turn always being the safest) and it is
a straight shot to Franklin Arterial. Fox has historically accommodated
warehouse trucks, tractor trailers and buses, and it still does.

The Fox street and Franklin street arterial intersection has an existing
left lane turn signal. This allows vehicles to turn left to go to
commercial street and makes the intersection safe for all traffic and for
pedestrians.

This is really the safest route.

The only alternative is to allow exiting vehicles to turn left onto
Anderson street. This would require a new drive way, it would force
vehicles to cross both lanes, it would divert the traffic right into the
residential area that fronts the street at that point and it would increase
noise levels as he trucks up shifted to gain speed. This would also
increase the safety risk to the children in that residential area.

Then the vehicles would need to go down one of the side streets to get to
Marginal Way which would require every vehicle to cross over the new
bayside trail both coming and going.

Upon reaching the intersection of Marginal Way and the Franklin street
arterial a left turn would be required. There is no left turn arrow there
and the intersection is near capacity at the present time.

These routes are not as safe and and are not practical.

-- 
*Michael Cardente*| Broker/Partner
Cardente Real Estate | Commercial & Investment Brokerage
322 Fore St. 3rd Floor | Portland, ME  04101
T 207.775.7363 | F 207.773.0066 | C 207.233.7229



View My Listings
<http://www.newenglandcommercialproperty.com/jsp/agents/agent_listings.jsp?agentID=9638176&searc
h=true>
 | www.Cardente.com <http://www.cardente.com/> | Personal Profile
<http://www.cardente.com/brokers>





From: Mike Cardente <mike@cardente.com>
To: Jean Fraser <JF@portlandmaine.gov>
Date: 7/23/2014 8:01 PM
Subject: Re: 122 Anderson Street

Jean,
We have talked with the three abutting land owners on Cove Street as well
as the property owner on Marginal Way and there is no economical way for us
to get an easement. In addition, per the City's request, we instituted a
storm water managment plan and the resulting system runs along part of the
Cove Street side of the property. This is shown on the plans that we
have provided.

Best,

Mike

-- 
*Michael Cardente*| Broker/Partner
Cardente Real Estate | Commercial & Investment Brokerage
322 Fore St. 3rd Floor | Portland, ME  04101
T 207.775.7363 | F 207.773.0066 | C 207.233.7229
View My Listings
<http://www.newenglandcommercialproperty.com/jsp/agents/agent_listings.jsp?agentID=9638176&searc
h=true>
 | www.Cardente.com <http://www.cardente.com/> | Personal Profile
<http://www.cardente.com/brokers>
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