City of Portland Land Use Code of Ordinances Chapter 14

ARTICLE IV. SUBDIVISIONS*

Sec. 14-498 – Technical and Design Standards:

(a) Adoption and amendment of standards: The public works authority may promulgate technical and design standards for subdivisions and site plans. Such technical and design standards or any amendments thereto shall become effective only upon approval of the Planning Board following a public hearing before the Planning Board. In approving the technical and design standards, the Planning Board may direct staff to make changes with respect to format and text but, to the extent that standards are based upon sound engineering practice, shall not direct changes in the standards themselves. Such standards shall be additional to and consistent with the provisions of this article and shall be necessary and reasonable and shall be in accord with sound engineering practice. The public works authority shall maintain for public inspection current copies of the effective standards. 

(8) Sidewalks and curbs: a. Sidewalks shall be constructed on each side of each street in accordance with article III of chapter 25. Sidewalks to be used by pedestrians are to be so located as to minimize contacts with normal automotive traffic, with preference given to interior walks away from streets in common open space in block interiors.
The Subdivision Ordinance lists Required Improvements for all subdivisions in Section 14-499: 

Sec. 14-499. Required improvements. 
Prior to the release of the approved recording plat the subdivider shall file a guarantee as hereinafter provided, and prior to release of such guarantee the subdivider shall have completed all improvements as follows: 

(a) All streets shall be graded in conformity with the requirements set out in section 14-498 and in accordance with article III of chapter 25. 

You may pursue an exemption from the requirements of this section of the ordinance.  An exemption would be reviewed by the Planning Board and would have to meet two or more of the conditions stated in Section 14-506(b)- copied below.  

Sec.14 –506 (b) Modifications:

(b) Where the planning board or planning authority finds that, for each of the requirements listed below, two or more of the conditions exist with respect to compliance with the requirements set forth in sections 14-498 and 14-499 pertaining to the provision and construction of curbs and/or sidewalks, it may vary the regulations so that substantial justice may be done and the public interest secured:

Sidewalks-

1. There is no reasonable expectation for pedestrian usage coming from, going to and traversing the site.

2. There is no sidewalk in existence or expected within 1000 feet and the construction of sidewalks does not contribute to the development of a pedestrian oriented infrastructure. 

3. A safe alternative-walking route is reasonably available, for example, by way of a sidewalk on the other side of the street.

4. The reconstruction of the street is specifically identified in the first or second year of the current Capital Improvement Program.

5. The street has been constructed or reconstructed without sidewalks within the last 24 months. 

6. Strict adherence to the sidewalk requirement would result in the loss of significant site features related to landscaping or topography that are deemed to be of a greater public value. 
